Winnetka Village Council
STUDY SESSION
March 8, 2022

7:00 PM

AGENDA

1) Call to Order
2) Public Comment
3) Seasonal Street Closures for Outdoor Dining Policy Discussion

4) Adjournment

NOTICE

Emails regarding any agenda item are
welcomed. Please email
contactcouncil@winnetka.org, and your
email will be relayed to the Council.
Emails for a Tuesday Council meeting
must be received by Monday at 4 p.m.
Any email may be subject to disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act.

All agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org (Government > Council Information > Agenda
Packets & Minutes); the Reference Desk at the Winnetka Library; or in the Manager’s Office at Village Hall
(2" floor). Webcasts of the meeting may be viewed on the Internet via a link on the Village’s web site:

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/government/village-videos/.

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all
persons with disabilities who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate
in this meeting or have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities, contact the Village
ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, 847-716-3543; T.D.D. 847-501-

6041.
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Item History:

March 2020 - An expanded Temporary Outdoor Seating Policy was adopted in response to
COVID-19.

May 2020 - Village staff assisted restaurants with expanding outdoor seating in response to indoor
dining restrictions from COVID-19 mitigations, including the temporary closure of Chestnut Court.
March 2021 - COVID-19 impacts continued, and Village Council approved Temporary Outdoor
Seating Permit applications, including the seasonal closure of Chestnut Court.

Executive Summary:

During 2020, Winnetka and many other municipalities across the United States responded to
restrictions on indoor gathering due to the COVID-19 pandemic by expanding outdoor dining options
on the public right-of-way. Many communities enacted temporary permits or licenses for outdoor
dining on sidewalks and public streets. These outdoor dining areas became popular gathering places
and stimulated the local economy. Due to the popularity of outdoor dining that assisted with economic
recovery, many cities and towns extended their outdoor dining options in 2021. As the country
emerges from the pandemic, communities are considering new policies regarding outdoor dining and
street closures.

The Village received both positive and negative feedback regarding the seasonal closure of Chestnut
Court for outdoor dining. Positive feedback was received from residents and customers of Tocco and
Good Grapes, commending the enhanced vibrancy created by the expanded outdoor dining
opportunity. Negative feedback was received from Lakeside Foods regarding the reduced parking for
customers, and from Minos and Fred's Garage who expressed concerns that the street closure created
an unfair advantage to Tocco since the use of the public street was approved without a fee.

In recommending a new policy, staff balanced the efficiency of any approval process while
maintaining the transparency of the approved application. In addition, staff considered the equity of
future policy approvals, recognizing there will not be a "one size fits all" approach since some streets
will not be suitable for closure due to traffic concerns and access to other businesses. The proposed
policy considers only requests to close a public street for outdoor dining. Routine use of public
sidewalks for outdoor dining will continue to be approved by the Council with the existing Outdoor
Seating Permit process.
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Executive Summary (continued):

Winnetka's annual 2022 Outdoor Seating Permit (for outdoor dining on public sidewalks) season will
run from April 1 — November 30, 2022. Approval of the 2022 Outdoor Seating Permits will be
considered at the March 15, 2022 Regular Village Council before the outdoor seating season begins.

Phase 4 of the downtown Streetscape project is planned for mid March through the end of June 2022.
The scope of work includes work on Chestnut Court, Chestnut Street and the Village Hall parking lot,
and will directly impact outdoor dining on the public right of way for businesses on Chestnut Street
and Chestnut Court. Any changes to the process for approving street closures for outdoor dining
would need to be approved by Village Council prior to the end of the Phase 4 streetscape construction.

Attached is a power point presentation that staff will present at the study session which outlines four
options for next steps related to the approval of seasonal closure of public streets for outdoor dining.
Staft is seeking policy direction from the Council about the best option.

Recommendation:

Evaluate the approval process for seasonal street closures for outdoor dining and consider
implementing Council approval via license agreement.

Attachments:

1. Seasonal Street Closure for Outdoor Dining Policy Considerations - Staff Power Point Presentation
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