
 

 
LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2022 - 7:00 PM 
WINNETKA VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 510 GREEN BAY ROAD 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Call to Order. 

 
2. Public Comment. 

 
3. Approval of April 4, 2022, meeting minutes.  

 
4. Case No. 22-08-LPC – 1155 Ash Street:  Review of the demolition permit application 

submitted for the single-family residence at 1155 Ash Street. 
 

5. Case No. 22-09-LPC – 435 Birch Street:  Review of the demolition permit application 
submitted for the single-family residence at 435 Birch Street. 
 

6. Case No. 22-10-LPC – 180 Meadow Lane:  Review of the demolition permit application 
submitted for the single-family residence at 180 Meadow Lane. 
 

7. Case No. 22-04-LPC – 655 Lincoln Avenue:  Review of the Historical Architectural Impact 
Study (HAIS) for the single-family residence at 655 Lincoln Avenue. 
 

8. Other Business. 

a. June 6, 2022, Meeting – Quorum check. 

b. Reminder – 2022 Preservation Award Nominations are due May 27, 2022. 

c. Comprehensive Plan – Update 
 

9. Adjournment. 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items at the meeting.  If you wish to provide testimony 
or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of two ways: (1) by sending an email to 
planning@winnetka.org; or (2) by sending a letter to Community Development, Village of Winnetka, 510 
Green Bay Rd, Winnetka, IL  60093. 
 
All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter. 
 

NOTICE 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting 
or have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 
Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041).   

mailto:planning@winnetka.org
http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter


 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
APRIL 4, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                                Jack Coladarci, Chairman 4 

Chris Enck 5 
Laura Good 6 
Beth Ann Papoutsis     7 
Paul Weaver  8 

  9 
Non-Voting Member Present:            Bob Dearborn   10 
 11 
Members Absent:                                 Joseph Stuart  12 
   13 
Village Staff:     David Schoon, Director of Community Development  14 

Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 15 
  16 
Call to Order & Roll Call: 17 
Chairman Coladarci called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Mr. Marx took roll call of the Commission Members 18 
present.  19 
 20 
Public Comment. 21 
No comments were made at this time.  22 
 23 
Approval of March 7, 2022 Meeting Minutes. 24 
Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any comments or for a motion to approve the March 7, 2022 meeting 25 
minutes. Mr. Weaver moved to approve the March 7, 2022 meeting minutes. Mr. Enck seconded the motion. A 26 
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  27 
AYES:  Coladarci, Enck, Good, Papoutsis, Weaver  28 
NAYS:  None 29 
NON-VOTING: Dearborn 30 
 31 
Case No. 22-07-LPC – 564 Green Bay Road: Review of the demolition application submitted for the commercial 32 
building at 564 Green Bay Road.  33 
Mr. Marx identified the property owners, zoning classification, the property’s location and measurements. He 34 
stated the Historical Society research indicates an approximate construction date of 1906 which initially included 35 
two buildings together as one structure which was later separated into two storefronts. Mr. Marx stated there 36 
were subsequent additions to the property noting is not listed on the Illinois Historic Structures Listing or the 37 
National Register and that the Historical Society stated it does not have architectural or historic significance. He 38 
stated the applicant intends to redevelop the property noting there are several steps in the development process 39 
which may require zoning relief. Mr. Marx then asked if there were any questions. Mr. Dearborn asked if the 40 
Village Council would have final review and if the project is not a planned development. Mr. Marx confirmed it is 41 
not a planned development and the request would be reviewed by the ZBA and the DRB with the Village Council 42 
having final approval. Ms. Good asked if the last remodel occurred in 1973 and Mr. Marx responded it was 43 
remodeled in 2003 and referred to page 17 of the agenda packet showing the remodel for the French Institute 44 
which subsequently sold the building.  45 
 46 
Cal Bernstein introduced himself as the application’s attorney and confirmed the request would go before the ZBA, 47 
the DRB and the PC with this being their first step in the process. Paul Lazarre introduced himself as one of the 48 
partners of 564 Green Bay Road LLC. He stated the building would house their office and include retail space for 49 
their luxury retail brokerage firm with two apartments above. Mr. Lazarre then informed the Commission upon the 50 
building’s inspection, they determined a significant amount of damage which prompted them to decide to build a 51 
new structure. He added the new building would have the same style as others in the Village and provided draft 52 
renderings to the Commission. Ms. Good questioned the building’s height and Mr. Lazarre confirmed it would have 53 
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a roof deck and would be less than the allowable height and similar to that of the neighboring building. He 1 
confirmed they would discuss the blackout windows with the neighbor next door noting they have to receive 2 
approval for the second floor in terms of parking. Mr. Bernstein confirmed the project is a work in progress while 3 
they explore several options.  4 
 5 
Ms. Papoutsis questioned the size of the retail space and Mr. Weaver estimated it to be 1,600 square feet for the 6 
ground floor and basement. Mr. Enck asked if they have an existing space in the Village and Mr. Weaver confirmed 7 
they are currently located in the Laundry Mall. Mr. Enck then referred to the amount of available retail spaces in 8 
town commenting on the recent remodel of the existing building. Mr. Bernstein responded they agreed with Mr. 9 
Enck’s comments and referred to the amount of work required and that the 100 year old building did not have a 10 
long useful life. Mr. Lazarre informed the Commission they initially planned to use as much of the building as 11 
possible and referred to the amount of water damage in the building which affected the building’s main joists 12 
making remodel too costly.  13 
 14 
Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any other questions. No additional questions were raised at this time. 15 
Chairman Coladarci referred to Sanborn map showing the amount of change in the Village over the last 100 years. 16 
He then stated he is in favor of the demolition permit and an attempt was made to reuse the building which does 17 
not have architectural or historical significance. Mr. Enck stated the new commercial building would maintain the 18 
line of stores on the street. He then asked if the Village is actively encouraging residential units on second floor 19 
buildings downtown. Mr. Marx he stated he would have to ask Mr. Schoon or the Economic Developer for 20 
additional information. He then described the situation as complicated and stated in those instances, parking 21 
would have to be considered as in this application. Mr. Dearborn described other new construction projects where 22 
it is encouraged and the fact that it is a market driven issue.  23 
 24 
Ms. Good commented on the building’s charm and stated she has never recalled a building coming to the 25 
Commission in terms of it being a commercial building. She then stated while it is a pleasing building, it does not 26 
have architectural or historical significance and did not fall within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  27 
 28 
Chairman Coladarci then asked for a motion to approve the demolition permit for 564 Green Bay Road. Ms. 29 
Papoutsis moved to approve the demolition permit for 564 Green Bay Road. Mr. Weaver seconded the motion. A 30 
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  31 
AYES:  Coladarci, Enck, Good, Papoutsis, Weaver  32 
NAYS:  None 33 
NON-VOTING: Dearborn 34 
 35 
Other Business. 36 

a. February 3, 2020 Meeting Minutes – Transcription Amendment. 37 
Mr. Marx described the reasoning behind the request for the transcription amendment and Ms. Papoutsis 38 
provided the proposed changes marked in red on page nos. 10 and 12. Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any 39 
comments. No comments were made at this time. 40 
 41 
Chairman Coladarci then asked for a motion to approve the amendment to the February 3, 2020 meeting minutes. 42 
Ms. Good moved to approve the February 3, 2020 meeting minute’s transcription amendment. The motion was 43 
seconded. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  44 
AYES:  Coladarci, Enck, Good, Papoutsis, Weaver  45 
NAYS:  None 46 
NON-VOTING: Dearborn 47 
 48 

b. May 2, 2022 Meeting - Quorum Check. 49 
The Commission Members discussed their availability.  50 
 51 

c. 2021 Preservation Awards – Update. 52 
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Mr. Marx informed the Commission the preservation awards would be presented at the April 5, 2022 Village 1 
Council meeting and all of the architects involved in projects would be in attendance as well as the homeowners. 2 
Chairman Coladarci confirmed he would attend. Mr. Marx noted four awards would be presented.  3 
 4 

d. Comprehensive Plan – Update.  5 
Mr. Marx stated in response to a Commission Member’s question as to where the Commission’s input is being 6 
included in the final Comprehensive Plan, he informed the Commission of the Plan’s process and where their input 7 
would be included. He stated the Commission is included in the second step (Visioning Stage) of the three major 8 
steps for the Plan. Mr. Marx stated of the 10 pillars, there are a few which relate to the Commission with the most 9 
obvious pillar being Community Character and Placemaking. He noted the PC is looking at several pillars over 10 
several meetings and provided feedback to the consultants with another draft to be provided. Mr. Marx stated if 11 
there are any items that the Commission would like to discuss relating to pillar no. 3, they can be discussed at 12 
tonight's meeting to present to the PC for discussion at their next meeting. He stated they can also approach the 13 
PC individually with comments and noted the PC would adopt the final document with the Village Council to 14 
review it as well. Mr. Marx noted the third phase related to expanding on specific text for the final plan to serve 15 
the Village for the next 20 years. He then asked if there were any questions.  16 
 17 
Chairman Coladarci asked if in response to community comments if the Commission was assigned specific 18 
comments relating to their purview. Mr. Marx responded notes were taken after the listening sessions, etc. and he 19 
would have to see if there was any summarization of the public’s sentiment in terms of the Commission’s role. Ms. 20 
Papoutsis recalled the survey taken last year of the community and the fact that there was significant interest 21 
relating to preservation and community value. Mr. Dearborn asked the Commission Members if there is any desire 22 
to consider whether to require design review since the project would have residential units noting there are no 23 
design guidelines for residential properties. He then questioned how such a review would be done, such as that 24 
used by the DRB or whether Village staff approval would be sufficient. Mr. Dearborn referred to other 25 
communities such as Lake Forest which have residential design guidelines and the angst felt by the Village when it 26 
was considered here years ago. Mr. Enck referred to no. 2 which addressed ensuring infill housing is contextually 27 
consistent with surrounding homes which relates to design review. Mr. Dearborn questioned whether the 28 
Commission should request if there should be residential design guidelines. Chairman Coladarci referred to the 29 
outrage raised by the WHOA group in the 1980’s at the time the Village survey was being conducted. Ms. Good 30 
stated the issue may be addressed when the ordinance is revised. She also commented good design is subjective.  31 
 32 
The Commission Members discussed various homes constructed in the Village. Mr. Dearborn commented 33 
residential design guidelines would detract from bad design. The Commission Members discussed how residential 34 
design guidelines are done in Lake Forest noting their delay period is two years. Mr. Enck indicated the Village 35 
Council Trustees seemed to be in favor of residential design review guidelines. Mr. Weaver commented in 10 to 15 36 
years, many homes would look like contractor built homes which residents do not want. He then stated they 37 
should be able to prevent contractors from tearing down and building spec homes and they should consider what 38 
other communities are doing as well as those with Village’s historic districts. Chairman Coladarci stated any 39 
residential design review guidelines they come up should not be too strict. The Commission Members discussed a 40 
recent approval for a home on Lincoln Avenue which would have front facing garage doors and Mr. Marx explained 41 
the code requirements and limitations. Mr. Enck referred to builders who ask the Commission Members for a 42 
Village survey in terms of having guidance up front.  43 
 44 
Mr. Marx informed the Commission there have been 700 demolition permits issued since 2000 compared to 45 
several thousand new homes which did not include homes torn down in the 1990’s. Chairman Coladarci 46 
commented those who would be against (residential design review guidelines) would be the builders. Mr. 47 
Dearborn suggested that The Lakota Group take the points they raise and create action items around the issue 48 
such as residential design review guidelines or general guidelines which fit the neighborhood and that now is the 49 
time to get that message in (the Comprehensive Plan). Mr. Marx explained to the Commission how residential 50 
design review would work which would have to follow code amendment at the leadership level. He also explained 51 
how the planned development review process would work in terms of design review. Mr. Marx then advised the 52 
Commission of the review order of the various boards and commissions.  53 
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 1 
Chairman Coladarci questioned whether there is a way to set up residential design review initially and Mr. Marx 2 
responded the Commission Members can provide their thoughts and ideas to include wording in the 3 
Comprehensive Plan. Chairman Coladarci then stated a way in which to encourage preservation is to establish 4 
residential design review and have an appropriate set of guidelines. Mr. Dearborn commented such a review 5 
would encourage good design and would be a positive and reiterated that The Lakota Group be consulted. Mr. 6 
Enck agreed while good design is subjective, there should be way to find out what other communities have 7 
successfully done.  8 
 9 
Mr. Marx asked the Commission Members where they would like to see that verbiage added and referred the 10 
Commission to Attachment B which listed the pillars, goals and initiatives. The Commission Members discussed the 11 
appropriate goals and initiatives where suggested the wording can be added relating to the creation of a 12 
residential design review board. Mr. Marx confirmed the Commission Members’ suggested wording as an initiative 13 
under goal no. 3: “… and encourage context sensitive design … commercial institutions and multi-family residential 14 
community character and sense of place” as well as having an extra initiative as follows: “Create a set of design 15 
guidelines for residential construction that aim to preserve and ensure new construction that is harmony with  the 16 
context of the neighborhood.” The Commission Members discussed adding the wording “single family” to the 17 
initiative. Mr. Marx noted the Commission’s proposed language is not final and would be presented to the 18 
consultants for discussion. Chairman Coladarci then suggested the following wording: “Create new and update 19 
existing single family residential design guidelines and procedures to address current residential design issues, 20 
concerns and contexts more adequately in order to protect and enhance Winnetka’s rich tapestry of architecture” 21 
after Mr. Weaver suggested adding the wording “to project and enhance the Village’s rich tapestry.”  22 
 23 
Mr. Enck referred to pillar no. 4 and asked if there is a goal relating to the environmental impact in connection with 24 
the number of teardowns. Chairman Coladarci referred to the impact on the Comprehensive Plan process by the 25 
Environmental and Forestry Commission. Mr. Enck suggested there be more requirements in terms of avoiding the 26 
amount of demolition waste. Mr. Marx confirmed waste hauling receipts are required with the demolition process. 27 
Chairman Coladarci then suggested a clarification or amendment to the demolition code section. Mr. Enck stated 28 
other communities require deconstruction as opposed to filling landfills and suggested there be alternatives. Mr. 29 
Marx informed the Commission nothing is allowed to be removed from a home until new plans are filed to prevent 30 
problems and referred to a home on Hibbard Road which was used as a pilot in terms of deconstruction. He then 31 
stated the Commission could suggest a goal or initiative under Sustainability and the Commission Members 32 
discussed wording to encourage alternatives to demolition. Ms. Good described the whole process as deal-making 33 
and Chairman Coladarci explained how bargaining would provide the opportunity to try to save homes. Mr. 34 
Weaver stated alternatives would make the demolition process more difficult. Mr. Marx stated although the PC 35 
has not yet discussed pillar no. 4 and the Commission Members wanted their comments communicated which he 36 
would provide to the PC. Ms. Good questioned how several lots are consolidated in connection with teardowns 37 
with Chairman Coladarci and Mr. Marx responded that is a zoning issue.  38 
 39 
Adjournment: 40 
Several Commission Members moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded. A vote was taken and the motion 41 
unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  42 
AYES:  Coladarci, Enck, Good, Papoutsis, Weaver  43 
NAYS:  None 44 
NON-VOTING: Dearborn 45 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  46 
 47 
Respectfully submitted, 48 
 49 
Antionette Johnson 50 
Recording Secretary 51 



   
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 28, 2022 

SUBJECT: 1155 ASH STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-08-LPC) 

INTRODUCTION 
Meeting Date May 2, 2022 
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay. 

Property Address 1155 Ash Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 
Property Owner Trend Development Partners – Ash LLC 
Application Submitted by Trend Development Partners – Ash LLC, represented by Cory 

Todd 
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
comments from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
Size 0.258 acres 
Location North side of Ash Street between Berkeley and Glendale 

Avenues 
Improvements Single-family home with detached garage 
Zoning R5 – Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R5 – Single Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research 

Constructed 1927 – Two-story concrete block residence 
Additional Construction Activity 1930 - Build one story room addition to residence, 1979 – 

Construct one-car garage, 1988 - Construct wood deck 
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 

historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None. 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

None 

 
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant building for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the building the applicant wishes to demolish. 

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the May 2nd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the building is significant and a delay 
should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 
270 days from May 2, 2022.  
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the Winnetka 
Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence received by the LPC 
during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or 
architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to 
issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its conclusion based upon the property 
meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note which of the following criteria is met] 

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit; 

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark) 

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey) 

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register) 

 
Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance  
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code that 
the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a Historical 
Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without delay.  
 

LPC - 1155 Ash - Page 2



 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 

LPC - 1155 Ash - Page 3



0 50 100
ft

Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 7, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-08: 1155 ASH STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On May 2, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and detached garage at 1155 Ash Street. Please return any available information regarding the 
architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Monday, 
April 25, 2022. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call 
me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

3-30-1927 Build two-story concrete block 
residence 

E.R. Cole E.R. Cole 

5-12-1930 Build one story addition of room to 
residence 

A.D. Hessmann A.D. Hessmann

8-8-1979 Construct one-car garage to single 
family residence 

James M. Hall Not listed 

5-18-1988 Construct wood deck to single 
family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Hall Not listed 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  Plat-of-Survey 
Attachment B:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment C:  1938 Sanborn Map 
Attachment D:  Current Photos 
Attachment E: Permit Copies 

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESPONSE: 

ATTACHMENT B
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1155 Ash – March, 2022 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 1155 Ash  

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1927 

Construction type: Cement  

Style: Mediterranean 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Edwin R. Cole 1927 Building permit application  

Louis H. Ingwersen1 1929 – 1931 1929 directory, 1931 

directory 

 

A.D. Hessmann 1930 Building permit application  

Neil S. McKay 1933 – 1935 1933 directory, 1935 

directory 

 

John C. Hendricks, Jr. 1937 1937 directory   

Charles Atwater By 1939 – 

1952  

1939 directory, real estate 

listing slip, Chicago Tribune 

obituary  

 

W. D. Endres By 1954 – 

1957 

1954 directory, 1956 

directory, real estate listing 

slip  

 

James M. and Clarine 

C. Hall 

1957 – 2017 Real estate listing slip, 

building permit application, 

Cook County Recorder 

records, Chicago Tribune 

obituary 

Clarine Hall was 

president of the 

Village of Winnetka 

from 1985 through 

1988. 

Peter Andriopoulos 2018 – 2022  Cook County Recorder 

records 

 

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

E. R. Cole (owner) 1927 – build a two-story 

concrete block residence  

 

                                                 
1 While Louis H. Ingwersen is listed as the resident in the 1929 and 1931 directories, the building permit application 

indicates that A.D. Hessmann was the owner. Thus, Ingwersen may have been a tenant. 

ATTACHMENT C
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A.D. Hessmann (owner) 1930 – build a one-story 

addition of room to residence  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property maintains historical or architectural 

significance. While we were able to determine that 1155 Ash was the longtime home of former 

Winnetka Village President Clarine Hall, we were not able to find any information about the 

original owner, who was also listed as the original architect. In addition, very little information is 

available about most of the past residents, and in some instances, we were not able to determine 

if those residents were owners or renters.  

 

 

Date of Research: 4/14/2022 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1929 directory 

 

 

1931 directory  

 

 

1933 directory  

 

 

1935 directory  
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1937 directory  

 

 

1939 directory  

 

 

1954 directory  

 

 

1956 directory  
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Cook County Recorder 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Charles Atwater, industrial Realtor
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Feb 17, 1983; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. A14
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/chicagotribune/name/clarine-hall-

obituary?id=2740289 

Clarine C. Hall, 91, of Winnetka, passed away August 6, 2017. Beloved wife for 66 

years of the late James M. Hall; loving mother of Susan (John) Farris, James (late 

Evah) Hall, Jr., Larry (Liz) Hall, and Tom (Cathy) Hall; cherished grandmother of 

Lora Farris, Virginia (Matt) Olson, John Farris, Jr., Vusi and Nomoya Hall, Larry, 

Matthew, Joseph and William Hall, Christian and Jacqueline Hall; proud great 

grandmother of Elle Olson; dear sister of Renalda Sherwood and the late Eleanore 

Hibbs. Mrs. Hall graduated in 1948 from Cornell University in the same class as her 

future husband, James. They reunited while both were employed in New York City, 

and wed in 1950. She later received her MBA from the University of Chicago. Clarine 

was very active in her community, and she started her volunteership with the 

Winnetka Community Nursery School and the Winnetka Children's Fair. Mrs. Hall 

served as a Village Trustee then Village President for the Village of Winnetka, and as 

a Northfield Township Supervisor. She also served on the Chicago Symphony Board 

and was an Executive Director with the Northwest Suburban Council of Girls Scouts 

of America. Clarine was active with her church, Saints Faith, Hope & Charity Church 

in Winnetka. Funeral mass will be held Monday, August 14, 2017 at 10 am at Saints 

Faith, Hope & Charity Church, 191 Linden Ave., Winnetka. Interment St. Mary 

Cemetery, Lake Forest. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Chicago 

Symphony Orchestra, 220 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60604. Funeral information 

847-998-1020. 

 

 

Published by PL-North from Aug. 8 to Aug. 10, 2017. 
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

 

Page 3 of 4 
 

 

V I L L A G E O F W I N N E T K A, I L L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Permit No.      

Property Information 

Site Address:  _________________________________________________________________                    _____ 

Parcel Identification Number(s) (PIN): ____________________________________________________________ 

Description of all structures to be demolished: _____________________________________________________ 

Current Property Owner Information    Applicant Information 

Legal Name: __________________________________            Legal Name: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Primary Contact:              Primary Contact: __________________________ 

Address:        Address: 

City, State, Zip:               City, State, Zip: ___________________________ 

Phone No.         Phone No.

Email:       Email: 

Date owner acquired property: ________________ __              

 

Applicant’s relationship to current property owner:  ________________________________________________ 

(If contract purchaser, attach copy of executed purchase agreement) 

Contractor Information (If known, otherwise indicate “not known”) 

Legal Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________ 

Phone No: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

  

05201160200000
Single family home and detached garage

Trend Development Partners- Ash LLC Trend Development Partners Ash LLC

Cory Todd Cory Todd

Winnetka, IL 60093

owner

Trend Development Partners

1070 Sunset Rd
Winnetka, IL 60093

773-209-0061
cory@trenddevelopmentpartners.com

1155 Ash St Winnetka, IL 60093

01/13/2022

ATTACHMENT D
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Page 4 of 4 

Property Maintenance Requirements 

During processing of the demolition permit, it is important that the owner and contractor maintain the property 

in accordance with the Village Property Maintenance Code to avoid generation of nuisances.  Accordingly, the 

following minimum requirements shall be adhered to: 

❑ Grass shall be mowed and maintained at a height not to exceed 8 inches.

❑ Garbage, yard waste, miscellaneous rubbish, mail, and debris shall be removed from the property and

not allowed to accumulate.

❑ Building(s) shall be secured (doors and windows in working order, closed and locked).

❑ No demolition or removal of building components may commence until the demolition permit has been

issued.  Commencement of demolition prior to issuance of permit will result in a Stop Work Order and

double permit fees for all subsequent permits

❑ Approved tree fencing protections must be installed as directed by Village Forester prior to

commencement of demolition.  Lack of tree fencing will result in Stop Work Order and fines.

_____ (I/We) hereby agree to demolish the above structure or portion thereof, in accordance with the 

information submitted herewith and in strict compliance with all provisions of the Building Code and other 

related ordinances and regulations of the Village of Winnetka, and ______ (I/We) hereby consent to inspection of 

the work during demolition and to the responsibility of maintaining the subject site and adjacent public and 

private properties in 

Applicant Signature: Date: ____________________ 

Printed Name:   

Owner Signature: Date: ____________________ 

Printed Name:  _______________________________ 

Acknowledgement of Owner and Applicant Property Maintenance Responsibilities 

I hereby acknowledge that in submitting the attached application for demolition, the subject property is and will 

continue to be maintained in accordance to all requirements of the Winnetka Village Code, including but not 

limited to the following specific standards: 

❑ Grass is, and shall be, mowed and maintained at a height not to exceed 8 inches;

❑ Garbage, yard waste, miscellaneous rubbish, and debris have been removed from the property and will

not be allowed to accumulate;

❑ Building(s) shal order, closed and locked).

Applicant Signature: Date: ____________________ 

Printed Name:  

Owner Signature: Date: ____________________ 

Printed Name:  ______________________________ 

We

03/21/2022

03/21/2022

03/21/2022

Cory Todd

We
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Proposed Demolition and Construction Schedule for 1155 Ash St Winnetka 

 

Start Date June 14th, 2022 

Week 1   Receive Approval from City Of Winnetka for Construction 

Week 2   Demolish Existing Structures 

Week 3-5  Dig and Pour Foundation for New Structures 

Week 6-10  Frame New Structure and Install Roof 

Week 10   Installation of New Windows 

Week 11-14  Rough installation of Plumbing, Electrical, and HVAC 

Week 15   Installation of Insulation 

Week 15-18  Masonry and Siding Installation 

Week 19-22  Installation of Drywall 

Week 23-24  Installation of Hardwood Flooring 

Week 24-27  Installation of Trim and Doors 

Week 30-33  Paint 

Week 34-36  Installation of Cabinets, Plumbing Trim, Lighting Fixtures, Granite and Carpet 

Week 37-40 Installation of Landscaping, Patio, and Driveway, weather dependent 

Week 40-43 Finish up Odds and Ends 

Week 44 Get Certificate of Occupancy 

Completion April 13th, 2023 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 28, 2022 

SUBJECT: 435 BIRCH STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-09-LPC) 

INTRODUCTION 
Meeting Date May 2, 2022 
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay. 

Property Address 435 Birch Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 
Property Owner Jacqueline Moore Ross Revocable Trust 
Application Submitted by Foxwood Development Group, on behalf of the beneficiary of 

the Jacqueline Moore Ross Revocable Trust, Jacqueline Ross 
and Alex Friedman. 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received one written 
comment from the public regarding this application.  This 
comment is provided in Attachment E. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
Size 0.33 acres 
Location Southeast corner of intersection of Birch and Cherry Streets 
Improvements Single-family home with detached garage 
Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research 

Constructed Undeterminable from Village records, WHS research 
indicates an approximate construction date of the 1890’s 

Additional Construction Activity 1977 - Construct a three-car garage, 1983 - Addition and 
deck, 1991 - Bathroom remodel, 1993 Renovation to kitchen 
and bathroom  

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No 
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Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 
historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None. 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

None 

 
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish. 

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the May 2nd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from May 2, 2022.  
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must 
note which of the following criteria is met] 

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit; 

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark) 

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey) 

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register) 
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Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance  
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
Attachment E:   Public Correspondence 
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 7, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-09: 435 BIRCH STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On May 2, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and detached garage at 435 Birch Street. Please return any available information regarding the 
architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Monday, 
April 25, 2022. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call 
me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

7-14-1977 Construct a 30x22 three-car garage Ronald Perrella Not listed 
6-28-1983 Addition and deck to single family 

residence 
Ron Perrella Richard R. Zoes 

11-5-1991 Bathroom remodel Paul and Patrice Hulseman Serna – Sturm 
7-20-1993 Renovation to kitchen and 

bathroom of single family 
residence 

Paul Hulseman Basil Associates, 
Inc. 

ATTACHMENT B
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435 Birch – March, 2022 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 435 Birch 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: c. 1890s1 

Construction type: Stucco 

Style: Colonial  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Alfred T. and 

Gertrude 

Richardson 

1904 1904 directory Alfred Richardson was the 

Deputy Sheriff of the Cook 

County Jail  

Jordan R. Wilson By 1917 – at 

least 1920 

1917 directory, 1920 

directory  

Gilbert Scribner 1922 1922 directory, 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary  

Gilbert Scribner was a partner 

at Scribner & Co, a real estate 

firm that was instrumental in 

acquiring land for the 

Eisenhower, Kennedy, and 

Dan Ryan expressways and 

for O’Hare airport.  

Godfrey and 

Eleanor Lundberg 

1923 – 1956 1923 directory, 1956 

directory, Chicago 

Tribune articles, 

Winnetka Talk articles 

Godfrey Lundberg was a well-

known photographer for the 

Chicago Tribune, Eleanor 

Lundberg was an art critic for 

the Chicago Tribune 

H. Vance Kindt After 1959 – 

1964 

Real estate listing slip 

Dennis J. and 

Barbara M. Scully 

c. 1965 – 1969 Real estate listing slip 

1 While we cannot confirm the exact build date, there are a few indications that 435 Birch was built by 1896. First, a 

map showing the location of all the structures in Winnetka in 1896 indicates that a structure existed on this property 

(see attached). In addition, in the 1904 Winnetka directory, a structure is described at the location of this property. 

Addresses in Winnetka in 1904 were not numbered in the directory but rather described by their proximity to cross 

streets. Thus, 850 Cherry, which is next door to 435 Cherry, is described as "Cherry 2nd East of Birch." We can 

confirm this because the same people lived there in 1904 as in 1912, when the Winnetka directories started printing 

numbered addresses. This is significant because, while we did not find a listing fitting this property’s location on 

Birch, we did on Cherry. Specifically, there is a listing for "ss Cherry 1st East of Birch." It is possible, then, that the 

entrance to this property house was once on Cherry and was later moved to Birch. 

ATTACHMENT C
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Ronald Perrella By 1975 – 1988 1975 directory, 

Building permit 

applications, Cook 

County Recorder 

records 

Paul and Patrice 

Hulseman 

1990 – 1996 Cook County Recorder 

records, Building 

permit applications, 

Ancestry.com directory 

records 

John and Mary 

Hellmuth 

1997 – 2022 Cook County Recorder 

records 

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION ATTACHED 

Richard R. Zoes 1983 – addition and deck 

to single family residence 

Serena-Sturm 1991 – bathroom remodel “Firm History” from 

https://www.serenasturm.com/about 

Basil Associates, Inc. 1993 – renovation to 

kitchen and bathroom of 

single family residence  

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

Findings: 

Our research does not indicate that 435 Birch is architecturally or historically significance. While 

it is a beautiful older home that has been home to several prominent and accomplished 

Winnetkans, including Chicago Tribune photographer Godfrey Lundberg and Chicago Tribune 

art critic Eleanor Lundberg, we did not find any information that warrants further research.  

In addition, we were not able to determine the exact build date of this property, or who the 

original architect was. Additionally, while it is possible that Alfred T. and Gertrude Richardson 

were the first owners, we were not able to confirm this to be the case. 

Date of Research: 4/11/2022 Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 
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1904 directory  

 

 

1917 directory  

 

 

1920 directory  

 

 

1923 directory  
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1956 directory  

 

 

1975 directory  

 

 

1996 Ancestry.com directory  
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1999 Ancestry.com directory  

 

 

 

 

Cook County Recorder  
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Winnetka Talk, September 26, 1935 
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Winnetka Talk, March 25, 1937 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Cartoons by Orr, Photos by Lundberg, on Exhibit in Loop
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Jan 11, 1956; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B7
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

G. Scribner, Civic Leader, Dies at 76
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Jan 1, 1967; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 7
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

SON OF 2 EMPLOYES OF TRIBUNE WOUNDED IN BATTLE IN BELGIUM
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Jan 26, 1945; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 9
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

V I L L A G E O F W I N N E T K A, I L L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Permit No.

Property Information 

Site Address:  _________________________________________________________________   _____ 

Parcel Identification Number(s) (PIN): ____________________________________________________________ 

Description of all structures to be demolished: _____________________________________________________ 

Current Property Owner Information Applicant Information 

Legal Name: __________________________________   Legal Name: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________   ________________________________________ 

Primary Contact:  Primary Contact: __________________________ 

Address:   Address: 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________   City, State, Zip: ___________________________ 

Phone   Phone No.

Email:   Email: ___________________________________ 

Date owner acquired property: ________________ __  

Applicant’s relationship to current property owner:  ________________________________________________ 

(As previously noted, if contract purchaser, attach copy of executed purchase agreement) 

Demolition Contractor Information (If known, otherwise indicate “not known at this time”) 

Legal Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________ 

Phone No: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

05202210190000

SFH and Detached Garage

Alex Friedman Foxwood Development Group

Alex Friedman Jack Kruszewski

Winnetka, IL 60093 Glencoe, IL 60022

info@foxwooddev.com

Builder - Client 

not known at this time

01/18/2022

435 Birch Street

ATTACHMENT D
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Property Maintenance Requirements 

Village of Winnetka 

DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

During processing of the demolition permit, the owner and contractor must maintain the property in accordance 
with the Village Property Maintenance Code to avoid generation of nuisances. Accordingly, the following minimum 
requirements shall be adhered to: 

l✓I Grass shall be mowed and maintained at a height not to exceed 8 inches.
l
✓IGarbage, yard waste, miscellaneous rubbish, mail, and debris shall be removed from the property and not

allowed to accumulate. 

l✓I Building(s) shall be secured (doors and windows in working order, closed and locked).

l✓I No demolition or removal of building components may commence until the demolition permit has been 
issued. Commencement of demolition prior to issuance of permit will result in a Stop Work Order and 
double permit fees for all subsequent permits 

l✓IApproved tree fencing protections must be installed as directed by Village Forester prior to
commencement of demolition. Lack of tree fencing will result in Stop Work Order and fines. 

Applicant/Owner Acknowledgments 

By execution of this application in the space provided below, the Applicant and Owner(s) do hereby certify, 
acknowledge, agree and affirm to the Village of Winnetka that: 

1. The Village and its representatives have the right, and are hereby granted permission and license, to enter
upon the property for purposes of conducting any inspections that may be necessary in connection with this
application.

2. I (We) have carefully read this application, the applicable sections of the Winnetka Municipal Code and fully
understand the applicable terms and provisions.

3. I (We) waive any rights to exemption from disclosure under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act of any and
all documents and information submitted in connection with this application.

4. I/We hereby agree to demolish the above structure or portion thereof, in accordance with the information
submitted herewith and in strict compliance with all provisions of the Building Code and other related
ordinances and regulations of the Village of Winnetka, and I/We hereby consent to inspection of the work
during demolition and to the responsibility of maintaining the subject site and adjacent public and private
properties in a good, safe and clean condition, including but not limited to the "Property Maintenance
Requirements" listed in the previous section.

5. I (We), in accordance with the requirements of the Annual Fee Resolution and the Winnetka Village Code agree
to pay all applicable filing fees and be responsible for the payment of all reimbursable expenses associated
with the processing of this

Signature of Applicant: __ _ 
3/14/2022 

Print Name & Title: _______ _ 

Signatures of Property Owner(s): 3/14/2022 

435 Birch Street 
P . N & T" 1 

Al ex Friedman 
dd nnt ame 1t e: ________________ Property A ress: ____________ _

**If more than one applicant or property owner, please copy this page and have additional applicants/property 
owners sign form. 

Page 4 of 4 
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Construction Schedule: 435 Birch, Winnetka IL 2023

June July August September October November December January February March

Disconnections

Tree Removal

Construction Fencing

Demolition

Excavation

Foundation

Drain Tiles

Waterproofing

Construction Steel

Underground Plumbing

Backfilling

Rough carpentry

Shingle Roof

Window installation

Copper roofs, flashings

Soffit, Fascia inst.

Gutters

Masonry labor, chimney flues

Limestone inst.

Concrete floors bsmt. Garage

Rough Plumbing

Rough Electric

Rough HVAC

Insulation

Drywall

Hardwood Floor inst.

Stair inst.

Door and Trim inst.

Tile inst.

Kitchen and Bath cabinet inst.

Countertops

Electrical Fixture inst.

Plumbing Fixture inst.

Painting

Appliance inst.

Rough Grading/Landscaping

Final Cleanup
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From:
To: Planning
Subject: 435 Birch
Date: Sunday, April 24, 2022 9:38:32 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It is my belief that the demolition of 435 Birch would have a negative effect on the nature of the tree streets
landscape / environment

It represents a standard of building and design that should be maintained in the village

Best regards
Scott Dillingham
829 Ash St

Sent from my iPhone

ATTACHMENT E
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 28, 2022 

SUBJECT:  180 MEADOW LANE - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-10-LPC) 
 

INTRODUCTION  
Meeting Date May 2, 2022 
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay. 

Property Address 180 Meadow Lane (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 
Property Owner Margaret Stone Bowen Trust Dated November 19, 1995 
Application Submitted by Margaret Stone Bowen 
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received no comments 
from the public regarding this application.  

  
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  
Size 1.49 acres 
Location West side of Meadow Lane cul-du-sac, north of Hill road 
Improvements Single-family home with attached garage 
Zoning R-2 Single-Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single-Family Residential 
  
PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 

See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research 

Constructed 1955 
Additional Construction Activity No significant construction activity since time of home’s 

construction.  
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 

historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

On March 7, 2022, the LPC issued a 270-day delay on the 
issuance of the demolition permit for 151 Meadow Lane.  The 
demolition of that structure may not occur prior to 
September 30, 2022.  If permits for new structures on both 
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151 Meadow Lane and 180 Meadow Lane are eventually 
submitted and approved, the Director will determine if a 
delay is necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts on the neighborhood.  

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

At this time, a delay is not necessary to prevent undue 
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

None 

 
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish. 

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the May 2nd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from May 2, 2022.  
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met] 

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit; 

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark) 

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey) 

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register) 

 
Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance  
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 9, 2021 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-03: 180 MEADOW LANE 

INTRODUCTION 

On January 3, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and attached garage at 180 Meadow Lane. Please return any available information regarding 
the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on 
Thursday, December 23, 2021. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

8-19-1955 Construct a one-story single family 
dwelling 

Daniel D. Peterson Brooks Buderus 

ATTACHMENT B
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 180 Meadow Lane 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1955 

Construction type: Brick  

Style: Ranch  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE 

Daniel D. Peterson 1955 – 1961 1961 directory, real estate listing 

slip 

 

Rhoda and Lewis 

Freyer (and family 

in trust) 

1966 – at least 

2016 

1966 directory, Cook County 

Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, Chicago Tribune 

obituary  

 

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Brooks Buderus 1955 – construct a one-story 

single family dwelling  

1963 and 1970 American 

Architects Directory 

biographical data on Brooks 

Buderus and Buderus & 

Sunshine, obituary in Revue 

Magazine1 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

   

Our research does not indicate that this property maintains historical or architectural 

significance. While it was designed by architect Brooks Buderus and is typical of his mid-

                                                 
1 Also see the following article from ModernIllinois.com on 1321 Sleepy Hollow Road in Glenview for more 

information about Buderus’ typical design elements: http://modernil.com/a-one-owner-folded-plate-roof-house-in-

glenview-by-buderus-sunshine/. 

ATTACHMENT C
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century designs, we did not find any information indicating that Buderus was a prominent North 

Shore architect, or that he designed many other homes in Winnetka. Our research indicates that 

Buderus was better known for designing churches, such as St. Barnabas Episcopal Church in 

Glen Ellyn, Christ Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, MI, and St. James Lutheran Church in Lake 

Bluff.  

 

Date of Research: 12/16/2021 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1961 directory 

 

 

1966 directory  

 

 

1963 American Architects Directory biographical data on Brooks Buderus and Buderus & Sunshine 

 

 

1970 American Architects Directory biographical data on Brooks Buderus  

 

LPC - 180 Meadow - Page 19



Cook County Recorder records 
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Brooks Buderus 1918-2010 
August 23, 2010 Revue Magazine Leave a comment 

A TOAST IN HONOR OF BROOKS 
Offered by Mark, Matt, David and Paul Thompson, Audrey’s sons (July 8, 2010) 

 

Brooks Buderus 

Brooks Buderus was a man of many loves, especially his love for his soul mate of over 
40 years, his devoted wife—our mother, Audrey. Together they loved and lived life as a 
big adventure, an approach that brought them many delights, an awesome array of 
friends and experiences that many less-adventurous souls only dream of. 

Brooks loved sports, especially the teams of his beloved alma mater, the University of 
Michigan. When the Wolverines failed to live up to his lofty expectations, he would 
become the cranky fan, spewing out a lengthy list of coaching errors and player 
mistakes unbecoming of a squad from the storied institution. Soon Audrey would pour 
him another cocktail and Brooks would slowly revert back to himself as the sting of 
defeat was overcome by quality liqueur. And when his team left the field victorious, he 
would raise a glass in celebration, secure in the thought that he had done his part to 
help will them to victory. 

He also loved music with a passion that few of us understand. He carefully collected 
records, and then began converting his albums onto cassette tapes. He maintained 
meticulous catalogues of every recording he owned and was able to delve deeper into 
the music through his record keeping. Brooks would often sit quietly and intently listen 
to jazz or classical recordings for hours at a time. He gave the music his undivided 
attention in an effort to hear the real spirit, the soul of whatever piece was he was 
listening to. 
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Audrey and Brooks loved to gather with their friends to enjoy great food and drink as 
well as lively conversation. Audrey is the master chef and Brooks was smart enough to 
stay out of the kitchen, content to make sure that everyone had a full glass and that a 
good time was had by all. Brooks wasn’t bashful about sharing his views on a variety of 

subjects. There was never a question of where he stood on an issue. But once you 
gained him as your friend, he was a loyal compatriot who would stand with you through 
thick and thin. 

He also loved the arts, not unusual for a man who devoted his work career to designing 
beautiful buildings that dazzled the eye while serving the utilitarian needs of the 
occupants. Brooks loved beauty in paintings, jewelry and sculptures. But if he were here 
right now, so that we could ask him about the true beauty in his life, there is no doubt 
that his answer would be—Audrey. 

Finally, he cared deeply about his children and grew to love Audrey’s sons, which many 

say can be a difficult task. Family was important, yet Brooks yearned to live life on his 
terms. With Audrey by his side, they ventured out into a brave new world, building a life 
together that has deeply touched all of you gathered here tonight—as well as their 
families and their friends in the States. Not a day went by in recent years without Brooks 
thinking about his brother, whom he lost in World War II in the Pacific. He asked that his 
remains be placed in the Pacific Ocean, so in the end, he would be with his brother 
again. 

Lift your glasses high tonight on Audrey and Brooks’ 41st wedding anniversary, and 

shed no tears, for Brooks wants us to celebrate, not mourn his passing. He had a great 
run and surely appreciates all of you for making his life so special, meaningful and 
entertaining. Let us drink to our friend, Brooks Buderus, as we promise to keep his 
memory with us always. 
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Death Notice: Rhoda Freyer  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]. 07 Jan 2013: 7.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
 
FULL TEXT 
  

Rhoda Freyer, nee Reibel, 80, born in Elizabeth, N.J. Beloved wife of Lewis E. Freyer for 57 years. 

  

Dear mother of Wendy Freyer (Greg Beihl) and Jody (Quentin) Martin.  

Loving grandmother of Amy and Ian Beihl; Zack and Kerry Martin.  

Rhoda was a graduate of Northwestern University.  

She was an avid skier, world traveler and enjoyed playing bridge with her "bridgies". The Freyers have lived in their

Winnetka home for 46 years.  

At her request, there will be no funeral service.  

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to North Shore Senior Center, 161 Northfield Road, Northfield, IL,

60093.  

(www.nssc.org.) Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries  

***  

This is a paid death notice. 

  
 
 
DETAILS
 

Publication title: Chicago Tribune; Chicago, Ill.

Pages: 7

Publication year: 2013

Publication date: Jan 7, 2013

Section: Business

Publisher: Tribune Publishing Company, LLC

Place of publication: Chicago, Ill.

Country of publication: United States, Chicago, Ill.

Publication subject: General Interest Periodicals--United States

ISSN: 10856706

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM Page 1 of 2
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Database copyright  2021 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved. 
Terms and Conditions   Contact ProQuest

Source type: Newspaper

Language of publication: English

Document type: Obituary

ProQuest document ID: 1266701660

Document URL: https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/death-notice-rhoda-

freyer/docview/1266701660/se-2?accountid=4495

Copyright: (Copyright 2013 by the Chicago Tribune)

Last updated: 2017-11-19

Database: Chicago Tribune

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM Page 2 of 2
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 28, 2022 

SUBJECT: 655 LINCOLN AVENUE – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL 
IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 22-04-LPC) 

INTRODUCTION 
Meeting Date May 2, 2022 
Requested Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether the 

proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives 
to total demolition. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

February 7, 2022, by a vote of 5-0, required submittal of an 
HAIS. 

Property Address 655 Lincoln Avenue (See Attachment C – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Rebecca Dragojlovich 
Application Submitted by GTH Architects, Inc., on behalf of property owner 
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
April 14, 2022. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
correspondence from the public regarding this application. 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the 
assessment that the property at 655 Lincoln Avenue has 
architectural significance, however, some of the “character-
defining” elements of the property have been removed, and 
the remaining structure has compromised integrity 
(Attachment B). 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
Size 0.23 acres 
Location East side of Lincoln Avenue between Humboldt Avenue and 

Pine Street 
Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 
Zoning R-3 Single Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-3 Single Family Residential to the north, east and south, R-

4 Single Family Residential to the west
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PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, Winnetka Historical Society Research 

Constructed 1924 
Additional Construction Activity 1944 – Alter two-story stucco and frame residence 
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Preliminary Report 

The WHS research indicates that the property has 
architectural significance. See attached report from the WHS 
provided in Attachment E for details. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

None 

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code 
to further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant building for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the building the applicant wishes to demolish.   

If after reviewing the HAIS the LPC determines the home is significant and a delay should be issued, 
at that time the Commission may issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 270 days from 
February 7, 2022. 

The adopted amendments also provide a 20% maximum building size bonus to any single-family 
home that the Commission finds to be historic or architecturally significant provided the home is 
not demolished or altered in a manner that destroys the home’s significance. 

COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
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supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural 
Significance or (b) Delay of Demolition: 

Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 655 Lincoln 
Avenue prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC is complete and that the proposed 
demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either 
the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon these findings, the 
demolition may proceed without a delay. 

Delay of Demolition 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 655 Lincoln 
Avenue prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC is complete and that the building 
or structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or 
more of the following standards [Commission member should note which of the following 
standards should be included in the motion]: 

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time
built or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a
change or a series of changes in the original structure;

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type
once common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction
technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or
counterpart; or

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places
(Subject Property is not a local landmark, on the National Register, or listed on the
State survey)

The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 

1. [Commission member to fill in]
2. __________________________________________________________________-

Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 

1. [Commission member to fill in].
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Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to 270 days 
from February 7, 2022, in order to explore alternatives to total demolition.  Demolition of 
the structure may not occur prior to November 4, 2022. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC 
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTRUAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS) 
 

THE WILLIAM C. and ANITA MCDONALD HOUSE 
655 LINCOLN AVENUE, WINNETKA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester  
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS, LLC 
711 Marion Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on April 8, 2022 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A
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Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester of Benjamin Historic Certifications have prepared this 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 655 Lincoln Avenue in Winnetka, Illinois, 
with the assistance of Gwen Summers Yant and Andrew J. Elders, associates of Benjamin 
Historic Certifications. Our qualifications are as follows: 
 
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with 30-plus years of experience, writing well over 
175 local and National Register nominations and preparing more than 200 property tax freeze 
and federal income tax credit applications. Her B.A. is in Art History from Brown University, 
and her M.A. is from the University of Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman of 
Highland Park Historic Preservation Commission. She frequently consults on Historic 
Preservation projects, lectures and has written several articles and books on Chicago architecture. 
She and architect Stuart Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 1871–1921 (2008) 
and North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890–1940 (2004), published by 
Acanthus Press, New York. Susan has most recently co-authored another book, Modern in the 
Middle: Chicago Houses 1929–1975 (2020). Susan is a resident of Highland Park. 
 
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications after receiving her M.S. in Historic 
Preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She has completed several 
architectural surveys, Historic and Architectural Impact Studies, Historic Resource Evaluations, 
Illinois Historic Property Tax Freeze applications, and federal and state historic tax credit 
projects, as well as researched and drafted National Register of Historic Places nominations. 
Jeanne earned a B.A. in history from Northwestern University and a J.D. from DePaul University 
College of Law. She is the author of “The‘ Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: An Architectural 
Genealogy, 1890–1930” published by the journal Classicist. Jeanne is a resident of Long Grove 
where she is chairperson of the Architectural Commission. 
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655 Lincoln Avenue 
Constructed in 1924 

With exterior alterations in 1944 
Designed by William Campbell Wright 

 
Property Index Number: 

05-17-417-009-0000 
 

Ownership History of the Land Parcel 
The legal description for the property at 655 Lincoln Avenue is: 

 
THE NORTHERLY FIFTY (50) FEET OF LOT TWELVE (12) IN BLOCK TWELVE (12) IN 
WINNETKA PARK BLUFFS, BEING A SUBDIVISION BY WILLIAM H. CAIRNDUFF OF 
PART OF SECTIONS SIXTEEN (16), SEVENTEEN (17) AND TWENTY (20), TOWNSHIP 
FORTY TWO (42) NORTH, RANGE THIRTEEN (13), EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.  
 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 655 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka, Illinois.  
 
 

Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 655 Lincoln Avenue: 
 
The property at 655 Lincoln Avenue is located in Winnetka Park Bluffs, the first area settled in 
Winnetka. The architecture in the neighborhood once marketed as “Winnetka Park Bluffs” is 
some of the most beautiful in the village.”1 W.H. Cairnduff & Co. subdivided the area in the 
early 1890s.2 On August 23, 1899 he sold lots 11 and 12 to Elizabeth Spencer, who sold them to 
Annie S. Warren on July 3, 1902. Annie Warren then sold lots 11 and 12 to Joseph N. Eisendrath 
on December 5, 1904, who, in turn, sold them to Mae R. Curran on January 24, 1905. Mae 
Curran sold lot 12 to Charles D. Sturgis on the same date. Charles D. Sturgis sold lot 12 to 
Alfred G. Freeman and his wife Laura on February 2, 1921. On February 28, 1923, Alfred G. 
Freeman subdivided lot 12 and created another lot from “the northerly 50 feet of lot 12,” and 
sold that to Dilbert W. Poff, a dentist who, in 1920,  worked at 545 Lincoln Avenue and lived at 
562 Hawthorne Lane in Winnetka.3 Dr. Poff and his wife sold the property to Harry I. Johnstone 
on December 5, 1923.4  
 

 
1 Joan Evanich, “The Cradle of Winnetka,”  https://www.winnetkahistory.org/gazette/the-cradle-of-

winnetka/ (accessed March 29, 2022). 
2 Classified Ad, Chicago Tribune, August 30, 1891. 
3 “Delbert W. Poff, D.D.S.,” Winnetka Directory, https://www.winnetkahistory.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/02/1920_phone_book_small.pdf (accessed April 1, 2022). 
4 Cook County Recorder’s Office, see Appendix for copies of relevant Plat Book pages. 
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On February 12, 1924, Harry Johnstone applied for a permit to build a 2-story brick and stucco 
residence with an attached garage. The architect and builder would be William Campbell Wright. 
It is unlikely that Harry Johnstone ever lived in the home, rather it was most likely built as a 
speculative house. 
 
On August 31, 1924, a “new English brick home, garage attached, 7 rooms, 2 baths” was 
advertised in the Chicago Tribune. The house was open for inspection, and Mr. Campbell, 
presumably the architect, would be on the premises.5 Apparently the house didn’t sell, and on 
November 6, 1924, the Chicago Tribune advertised a “[n]ew English brick and stucco home, 7 
rooms, 2 baths, glazed and heated sun porch, heated garage attached, exceptional interior details 
and antique features.” 6 
 
Not long after that, on April 27, 1925, Harry I. Johnstone and his wife sold the property to 
William C. McDonald and his wife Anita, who lived in the house until 1927. On March 24, 
1927, William C. McDonald and his wife sold the property to Mary Brooke and her husband 
Herbert, who lived in the house until 1944, however, they advertised the house for sale in the 
Chicago Tribune on March 11, 1928. (The house was rented in 1926 and again from 1939 - 
1942.)  
 
On March 20, 1944, Mary Brooke sold the property to Leslie C. Harbison, Jr. and his wife 
Virginia. The Harbisons lived in the house for four years until they sold to Herman L. Miller on 
April 5, 1948. Herman and Elinor Miller family lived in the house until their descendants sold 
the property to the current owners on September 13, 2021. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5 “655 Lincoln – Av.,” Classified Ad, Chicago Tribune, August 31, 1924. 
6 “655 Lincoln – Av.,” Classified Ad, Chicago Tribune, November 6, 1924.  
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Harry I. and Maud Johnstone (Purchased the property on December 5, 1923, signed original 
construction permit application on February 12, 1924, sold the property on April 27, 1925)  
 
Harry I. Johnstone was listed on the January 16, 1924 permit application for the house at 655 
Lincoln and identified as living at 709 Sherman in Evanston. The 1920 United States Federal 
Census listed a Harry I. Johnstone and wife Maud renting at 105 Washington Street in Evanston. 
It is possible that this was the same person. Harry was born c. 1890 in Illinois. His father was 
born in England and his mother was born in Indiana. He was an employer in the stationery 
business. Maud was born c. 1895 in Illinois and both of her parents were born in England. In the 
1930 Federal Census, Harry and Maud were renting at 7077 Ridge Avenue in Chicago. Harry 
was working as a salesman in the building industry. In 1940, Harry and Maude (sic.) were living 
with Harry’s brother-in-law, T.H. Bailey, at 1218 Oak Street in Winnetka. Harry was the owner 
of a gardening supplies business. In 1935 they lived in Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.7  
 
William C. and Anita McDonald (April 27, 1925 – March 24, 1927) 
 
Not much is known about the McDonalds. A William C. McDonald who was married to a 
woman named Anita was found in a 1930 census. It is not clear if this is the same couple who 
lived at 655 Lincoln Avenue, however, that William C. McDonald was born in Massachusetts c. 
1895, the birthplace of both of his parents. His wife Anita was born c. 1896 in Missouri; her 
father was born in Michigan and her mother was born in Wisconsin. William and Anita married 
on May 7, 1921. By 1930 William and Anita and their children William and Shirley rented at 88 
Merrill Avenue in Chicago. He was a salesman in “investments.”8  
 
H.S. Stevens (tenant, 1926) 
 
H.S. Stevens was listed as living in the house at 655 Lincoln in the 1926 Winnetka directory.9 
The only information found for H.S. Stevens were scores from golf tournaments reported in the 
Chicago Tribune Stevens 1921 – 1931.10 
 

 
7 “Harry I. Johnstone,” 1920 U.S. Federal Census, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/64481533:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=627f04bac87276e316246b5cb067bead&_phsrc=zpp3382&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 2, 2022); 1930, 1940 U.S. Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com. 

8 “William C. McDonald.” 1930 U.S. Federal Census, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/85417408:6224?tid=&pid=&queryId=7981dfce441c61b82f212238861edae0&_phsrc=zpp3403&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 2, 2022); “William C. McDonald” Cook County, Illinois Marriage Indexes, 1912 
– 1942, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/434284:2273?tid=&pid=&queryId=664287d2ac745ce14d8b276557beb9e9&_phsrc=zpp3409&_phstar
t=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022). 

9 Winnetka Directory, 1926, “655 Lincoln Avenue,” Winnetka Historical Society, Village of Winnetka, 
Landmark Preservation Commission Agenda Report, Packet, January 19, 2022.  

10 “Hartman Takes First Prize in Rodeo Golf Play,” Chicago Tribune, September 10, 1921, et. al., see 
Sources for H.S. Stevens in Bibliography in Appendix.  
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Mary and Herbert J. Brooke (March 24, 1927 – March 20, 1944) 
 
Mary Clark Brooke was born in Aldborough, England on March 6, 1892. She married Herbert 
John Brooke on December 15, 1923 in Milwaukee Wisconsin.  
 
Herbert John Brooke was born in Chiswick, England on September 8, 1877. He was a public 
accountant at 11 South La Salle Street in Chicago when he registered for the draft in 1918. He 
listed his mother, Evelyn Laura, as his nearest relative.11 Herbert, Evelyn and Herbert’s future 
wife Mary all emigrated from England to the United States on May 12, 1912.  
 
 In 1920, Herbert and his mother were renting at 930 Lawrence Avenue in Chicago. He married 
Mary Clarke and together they had two children, Evelyn and Faith.12 Herbert became a 
naturalized citizen on November 16, 1917 in Chicago. Mary later petitioned for naturalization.13 
 
Herbert was an auditor and certified public accountant registered in Illinois and Wisconsin. He 
was also an incorporated accountant and maintained an office in London.14 His firm, the Herbert 
J. Brooke & Co., was located at 11 S. LaSalle Street in Chicago; another member was Charles H. 
Brooke, who was also a certified public accountant in Wisconsin and a chartered accountant in 
London. Herbert was a member of the American Institute of Accountants.15 His firm performed 
auditing, investigations, federal taxes and other systems, and were specialists in valuations of 
estates for federal and state inheritance taxes. 16 Herbert was a member of the Union League 
Club of Chicago. He died in 1929 at 52 years of age.17  
 
In 1930, Mary and her daughters Evelyn and Joan were living at the house at 655 Lincoln. Mary 
owned the house which, at the time, was worth $27,000. By 1940 Mary and her daughter Evelyn 
were renting in Santa Monica, California .18  

 
11 “Herbert John Brooke,” W.S. World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917 – 1918, Ancestry.com, 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23129037:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=73e1c5d505a5020f70a244a9f42db8e1&_phsrc=zpp3420&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 2, 2022). 

12 “Herbert John Brooke” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, December 5, 1929.  
13 “Mary Brooke,” Petition for Naturalization, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/901764928:3998?tid=&pid=&queryId=73e1c5d505a5020f70a244a9f42db8e1&_phsrc=zpp3421&_ph
start=successSource (accessed April 5, 2022). 

14 Classified Ad, The Economist 64, no. 1 (July 3, 1920), 2. 
15 The Accountants’ Directory and Who’s Who, 1920 (New York: The Forty-fifth Street Press, 1920). 
16 Chicago Association of Commerce, Blue Book of Chicago Commerce (1924 – 1925): 258. 
17 “Herbert John Brooke,” U.S., Deaths and Stillbirths Index, 1916 – 1947, Ancestry.com, 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1848891:2542?tid=&pid=&queryId=c2dd1d47f0b26622a7f7367a831ff7ad&_phsrc=zpp3385&_phstar
t=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022). 

18 “Mary Brooke,” U.S. Federal Census, 1930, Ancestry.com., https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/25348832:6224?tid=&pid=&queryId=5a50f625fc8340d03ea40db049f687bb&_phsrc=zpp3395&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 2, 2022), also 1940 Federal Census, Ancestry.com 
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Harry B. and Maybelle George, Jr. (tenant, 1939 – 1942) 
 
Harry Bushnell George Jr. was listed in the Winnetka Directory as living in the house in 1939.19 
The 1940 Federal Census also listed him as renting the house at 655 Lincoln, along with his wife 
Maybelle B, and their daughter Jocelyn and son Harry B (III). Harry was listed as a buyer for “R. 
Foods.”20 He was born in Santa Cruz, California, on October 13, 1893 and graduated from the 
University of Southern California. When he registered for the draft in World War I he was a 
school teacher at the University High School in Santa Cruz, California. In 1930 he, his wife 
Maybelle and their daughter Jocelyn rented in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he was a buyer for 
a chain store. When Harry registered for the draft in World War II in 1942, he was employed by 
the War Department, Quartermaster Corp, at 1425 S. Racine Chicago.21 While living in Illinois 
he was a member of the Medinah Temple of the Shrine, Chicago. Later, he moved to Scarsdale, 
New York and was president of the John A. Hartford Foundation of New York City. He died on 
December 15, 1987 in Delray Beach, Palm Beach, Florida.22 
 
Leslie C. and Virginia Coons Harbison, Jr. (March 20, 1944 – April 5, 1948) 
 
Leslie Craig Harbison, Jr. was born on April 4, 1905 in Washington D.C., the son of Leslie and 
Maude Harbison. In 1940 he lived at 845 Michigan Avenue in Winnetka with his wife Virginia 
and three daughters. He was listed as president of a small loans company. In 1940, when he 
registered for the draft during World War II, he was employed by the Consumers Credit 
Corporation at 1603 Orrington Avenue in Evanston.  
 
In Harbison’s obituary, he was identified as an employee of Household Finance Corporation, 
which had been headed by his father, Leslie Harbison Sr. Household Finance Corporation was 

 
19 “Harry B. George,” 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/142162299:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=dce38f6e0e7227e428eaf0fc3d172a92&_phsrc=zpp3397&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022), Winnetka Directory, 1939, “655 Lincoln Avenue,” Winnetka Historical 
Society, Village of Winnetka, Landmark Preservation Commission Agenda Report, Packet, January 19, 2022.  

20 “Harry B. George,” 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/142162299:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=dce38f6e0e7227e428eaf0fc3d172a92&_phsrc=zpp3397&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022), Winnetka Directory, 1939, “655 Lincoln Avenue,” Winnetka Historical 
Society, Village of Winnetka, Landmark Preservation Commission Agenda Report, Packet, January 19, 2022.  

21 Herbert R. Rifkind, Fresh Foods for the Armed Forces: The Quartermaster Market Center System, 1941 
– 1948, Historical Section, Office of the Quartermaster General, 1951. 

22 “Harry B. George,” 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/142162299:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=dce38f6e0e7227e428eaf0fc3d172a92&_phsrc=zpp3397&_phst
art=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022); 1930 U.S. Federal Census, U.S. World War I, World War II Draft 
Registration Cards; U.S. Social Security Death Index, 1935 – 2014, Ancestry.com; “Harry Bushnell George” [obit.], 
The Palm Beach Post (West Palm Beach, Florida), December 16, 1987. 
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the largest personal finance company in the United States.23 Leslie Harbison, Jr. died on June 23, 
1966 in Palo Alto, California.24  
 
On July 24, 1944, Leslie Harbison completed a permit application to alter the building, using 
frame construction. The original sunporch was removed and a family room was added to the 
rear.  
 
Herman L. and Elinor E. Miller (April 5, 1948 – September 13, 2021) 
 
Herman Lloyd Miller was born on September 5, 1909 in Iron River, Michigan. He was 
valedictorian of his high school class and received an accounting degree from the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. He was a founding partner of the accounting firm of Levin, Miller Ltd 
and a member of North Shore Congregation Israel. He married Elinor Elisberg, who graduated 
from Northwestern University in 1938 with a degree in biology. Together, Herman and Elinor 
had a daughter Janice and two sons Michael and Richard.  
 
In 1940 Herman was listed as working as a public accountant in his own business at 100 N. 
LaSalle Street in Chicago and renting with his wife Elinor and son Michael at 6115 N. Winthrop 
Avenue, also in Chicago. The family moved into the house at 655 Lincoln in 1948 where they 
lived for the remainder of their lives. Herman died on October 22, 1993 and Elinor died in July 
of 2018.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
23 “Leslie Harbison Jr. [obit.], Chicago Tribune, June 23, 1966; “Household Finance Corp,” Encyclopedia 

of Chicago, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/2708.html (accessed April , 2022). 
24 Leslie Craig Harbison, Jr., 1910 U.S. Federal Census, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/124613182:7884?tid=&pid=&queryId=391ae29fbc5759391feafebd8b35158b&_phsrc=zpp3399&_phs
tart=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022), U.S. Find a Grave Index, 1600s – Current, Ancestry.com; “Leslie 
Harbison Jr. [obit.], Chicago Tribune, June 23, 1966. 

25“Herman L. Miller [obit.],” Winnetka Talk, November 11, 1993; “Herman L. Miller” [obit.], Chicago 
Tribune, October 24, 1993; Herman L. Miller, U.S. World War II Draft Cards, 1940 – 1947, Ancestry.com, 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/300785091:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=079705dcbbb01d5a49a2bf5675847e70&_phsrc=zpp3401&_ph
start=successSource (accessed April 3, 2022); “Elinor E. Miller [obit.],” Chicago Tribune, July 1, 2018. 
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Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 

 
Permit History: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
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Physical Description 
 
Exterior 
 
The house at 655 faces west on Lincoln Avenue in Winnetka. Situated squarely in its lot, the 
asymmetrical, 2-story brown brick and white stucco house has a steeply pitched double gable on 
the south side of the house with half timbering and a cross gabled brown asphalt roof. The 
foundation appears to be concrete. Brick is multi-color common brick, some replacement, with 
random bricks that extend from the flat surface of the wall for decorative effect. Most windows 
are replacement aluminum six over six windows, but they are in their original configurations and 
locations, and have sills of brick laid in a soldier course. Many have wide, brown painted 
window lintels with ends cut on the diagonal. A few windows are historic. Wood doors appear to 
be historic, with non-historic storms. 
 
An asphalt driveway leads from Lincoln Avenue on the north side of the property to the built-in 
garage. There is a brick chimney on the north side of the building flanked by a pair of aluminum 
six over six double hung windows on the first floor. The chimney is rectangular on the first floor 
and tapers as soon as it extends above the shed-roof dormer on the sloping main roof. A metal 
tie-back holds the chimney to the roof. There is a rectangular opening with a brick soldier course 
at the top of the opening.  
 
At the end of the driveway is a segmental arch made of a double row of bricks with a brick 
keystone. Set behind the arch on the south side of the driveway is a wood north-facing door with 
a non-historic aluminum storm that leads to the kitchen, and a brown painted single car garage 
door facing west. A tiny witch’s hat lantern is suspended from the ceiling over the garage door. 
A brown brick wall extends from the north side of the arch to the edge of the property. A small 
opening in the brick wall looks into the rear of the property, and the bricks surrounding the 
opening have been painted brown.  
 
A cat-slide, front-facing gable which projects from the front of the building has a row of four 
double-hung six over six aluminum framed windows set beneath within half timbering and above 
four panels of stucco on the first floor. The second floor has three bands of half timbering, with 
some curved wood members, surrounding a pair of double hung six over six aluminum framed 
windows on the second floor. Shed roof dormers extend from the north and south sides of the 
gable and contain six over six double-hung windows. Another shed roof dormer with a six over 
six double hung window projects from the roof over the garage on the second floor.  
 
There is a second front-facing gable that higher than the one closer to the street. The half 
timbering from the gables line up. A cat-slide roof curves at the ends. There is a small, one-over-
one divided window with a wood storm that is likely original on the south side of the gable that 
faces north. The small front entrance porch is set under this gable. It is approached from a 
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flagstone walkway from the garage that is elevated above grade. Four flagstone stairs lead to the 
main entry, framed by a brick arch with stone voussoirs. A small metal lantern with glazing is 
mounted above the keystone of the arch. A double hung six over six window faces west. That 
wall is stucco. The floor of the entry porch is stone. A rectangular opening with a brown painted 
railing is located on the south side of the entry porch, and the original wood door, with divided 
lights, opens from the north wall of the porch.  
 
East of the front entry on the south facade is a downspout with a decorative scupper box that may 
be historic, a pair of divided wood-framed windows in the basement that are likely historic, one 
pair of six over six double-hung windows with wood storms on the first floor, and a shed roof 
gable with a pair of six over six double-hung windows on the second floor. A one-story addition 
extends to the east. The walls are white stucco with brown painted half timbering. A group of 
three six over six double-hung windows and another pair of the same windows in the same 
configuration flank three panels of stucco. A panel of decorative half timbering in a starburst 
pattern runs along the ground. The north facade of the addition is identical to the south elevation. 
 
The east facade has brown brick on the first floor and a steeply-pitched gable with white stucco 
and painted brown half timbering on the second and third floors. One divided two-over-two 
window is on the on the north side of the first floor and a pair of divided windows opens into the 
kitchen; both have brown painted wood lintels. The second floor has two pairs of six over six 
windows in the second floor gable and a matching pair in the third floor of the gable. There is a 
shed roof dormer with one double-hung six over six window on the north end of the second floor 
in the north-facing gable. The peak of the gable is brown painted wood. The east elevation of the 
addition has a chimney with red brick at the base and divided glazed doors with aluminum 
storms that flank the chimney.   
 
The north facade has brown brick on the first floor. There is a brick chimney on the west side of 
the building flanked by a pair of aluminum six over six double hung windows on the first floor. 
The chimney is rectangular on the first floor and tapers as soon as it extends above the shed-roof 
dormer on the sloping main roof. A metal tie-back holds the chimney to the roof. There is a 
rectangular opening with a brick soldier course at the top of the opening in the chimney. East of 
the brick wall separating the front of the property from the rear, the first floor of the north facade 
is the north wall of the garage. The first floor has brown brick and a small two over two divided 
window, and the second floor has a steeply-pitched gable with white stucco and painted brown 
half-timbering. There is one six over six double-hung window on each of the second and third 
floors. 
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Interior 
First Floor 
 
The main entry leads to a small hall with a staircase, powder room and kitchen on the north, the 
living room on the west, and the dining room and family room on the east. There is oak strip 
flooring in the front hall. Thirteen stairs with carpeting lead to the second floor. The curved 
bannister has a wood handrail and turned, white painted balusters. The walls and ceiling are 
painted plaster. On the east side of the stairs, the hall extends north. A historic powder room with 
pink wall tile and wallpaper, pink sink with historic fixtures and two metal legs, and lighted 
medicine cabinet is on the east side of the hall. An arched inset is in the wall, most likely 
originally for a telephone. There is white painted base molding and minimal crown. Non-historic 
double louvered doors lead to the kitchen on the north side of the hall.  
 
The kitchen has a linoleum floor. Some cabinets are metal, possibly historic, and others are wood 
with divided glazing that has been painted over. They are in very poor condition. The walls have 
a chair rail and wallpaper above the rail. Lighting is fluorescent and there is a wall sconce. Three 
shelves are inset in the west wall. Two pair of casement windows are on the east wall above a 
historic sink. The east and north walls have a yellow tile backsplash. Doors are historic wood 
with historic glass and bronze knobs. The doors open into the basement staircase and to the hall 
that leads to the side entrance. A swinging louvered door on the south wall leads to the dining 
room.  
 
The dining room is also accessed from the front hall on the west through an entrance with walls 
that have squared-off corners with no casings. The dining room is a square room with a oak strip 
flooring, painted plaster walls and ceiling, and painted base molding and minimal crown 
molding. Lighting in the room consists of four square flush mounted lights. One pair of double-
hung windows is located on the south wall, and a built-in set of wood cabinets and a countertop 
is inset in the wall to the east of the swinging door to the kitchen. Two base cabinets are under 
the counter, and two cabinets flank an open shelf above the counter. The cabinets, counter and 
backsplash are a light colored wood with a pronounced grain. Hardware consists of simple dark 
metal knobs. A pair of hinged louvered doors lead to the family room addition.  
 
The family room has a linoleum tile square floor, wood paneling on the walls, and a painted 
ceiling. The north and south walls each have a group of six over six double hung windows, and 
there is a single six over six double hung window at the east end. A fireplace with a stone hearth 
set on raised bricks and no mantel is centered on the east wall, flanked by divided glazed doors 
leading to the rear yard. The wall surrounding the fireplace is brick. The floor of the family room 
is  
 
The front hall leads to the living room on the west through an opened arched entry. The living 
room has strip oak flooring, painted plaster walls, and a white painted wood ceiling with white 
wood beams painted white. The room has six over six double hung windows on three sides: a 
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group of four windows inset over a long radiator cover on the west, a pair of windows on the 
south wall, and two windows that flank a painted stone fireplace that consists of projecting 
blocks and exaggerated voussoirs. The fireplace is centered on the north wall. There are two can 
lights over the radiator cover on the west wall. 
 
Second Floor 
 
The second floor is approached from stairs from the front hall on the first floor. Thirteen stairs 
lead north to a small landing that has a built-in cabinet and drawer that have painted wood doors. 
The stairs turn east, and two stairs lead to an upstairs hall that runs north-south on the second 
floor. The handrail is varnished wood; the turned balusters and newel posts are white painted 
wood.  
 
The hall has carpeting. The walls are textured plaster. The ceiling matches the ceiling in the 
living room – it is white painted wood with painted wood beams. A non-historic light fixture 
hangs from the ceiling. The north end of the hall leads to a bedroom which was originally a 
maid’s room. It has an attached bath on the east side. The bedroom has painted plaster walls, 
painted base molding, historic painted wood doors with glass knobs, and a historic ceiling light 
fixture with a glass. The room contains a closet. The floor is carpeted. There is a window in the 
inset dormer on the west wall. The attached bathroom has historic white tile trimmed with black 
tile, a historic tub and fixtures, and a non-historic vanity.  
 
A bedroom on the east side of the second floor has a wood floor covered by a rug, painted plaster 
walls and ceiling, and a non-historic ceiling fixture with a glass shade. The room has a closet. 
Historic wood doors are painted white and have glass knobs. A pair of six over six double-hung 
windows is located on the east wall. A third bedroom is on the south side of the second floor. It 
has oak strip flooring with painted base molding. The walls and ceiling are painted plaster, and 
there is a ceiling fixture with a glass shade that might be historic. There is a pair of six over six 
double-hung windows on the east wall and there is another pair on the south wall, flanked by 
closets. Historic wood doors are painted white and have glass knobs.  
 
A bathroom is located at the south end of the hall on the second floor, opposite the former maid’s 
bedroom. The bathroom has historic wall tile, and a historic tub and fixtures. The tile floor is 
pulling away from the toilet. The primary bedroom is on the west side of the second floor. The 
floor is carpeted with painted base molding, the walls and ceiling are painted plaster and there is 
a ceiling light fixture that may be historic. A pair of six over six double-hung windows is located 
on the west wall, and a small, divided casement window is located on the north wall, flanked by 
two closets. All doors on the second floor are historic wood with historic hardware and knobs. 
There is an opening in the second floor hall ceiling that leads to the third floor which is 
unfinished. 
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Tudor Revival Architecture 
 
The house at 655 Lincoln Avenue is a very good example of a Tudor Revival cottage. English 
Tudor architecture often inspired the design of America's suburban houses.  Sometimes the style 
was favored for large country estates built for wealthy clients; often it inspired the design for 
their slightly smaller suburban counterparts. These typically took the form of charming English 
cottages that had a tremendous romantic appeal.   
 
The Tudor Revival began to be  popular on the North Shore just after the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition and sustained its popularity into the 1930s  A considerable number were 
built during the 1920s when the area enjoyed a significant growth in population. Winnetka’s 
population in 1920 was 6690; by 1930 it doubled to 12,187.26 The village is particularly 
noteworthy for its Tudor-inspired brick mid-rise commercial/residential buildings in the town 
center, so much so that they are often colloquially called “Winnetka Tudor.” The style was also 
found attractive by those looking to live in single-family homes in the community.  
 
Why were Tudor Revival houses so popular? Noted historians of America’s residential 
architecture address the question. Mark Alan Hewitt, author of The Architect and the American 
Country House, 1890-1940, points out that Tudor house was an “esteemed model” and was a 
close second to the Colonial in popularity.27 And those seeking ancestral and historical pedigrees 
were immediately attracted to the image of leisure and wealth of England’s landed aristocracy. 
Clive Aslit, author of The American Country House, noted that with their common language and 
sometimes common heritage, Americans were likely to feel more comfortable living with 
influences from England than from other European nations.28 Publication of pictorial histories of 
English domestic architecture that were published in America promoted interest in the style.  
 
The Tudor Revival houses that became so popular during the 1920s, whether manor houses or 
cottages, shared common characteristics: asymmetrical massing, a mixture of materials (often 
brick, wood and stucco) steep gable roofs, casement windows, textured surfaces, half timbering 
and prominent chimneys. They were substantial though not necessarily opulent. Architects of 
grander Tudor Revival homes often incorporated lavish details, including stained or leaded glass 
windows, elaborate fireplaces and grand staircases, associated with the style. Tudor Revival 
homes were masonry. Even though they may have been built of wood frame construction, Tudor-
inspired cottages were typically sheathed in stucco or brick veneer, a new technology. This house 
is wood frame sheathed in brick veneer. 
 

 
26 “Village History,” Village of Winnetka, IL. https://www.villageofwinnetka.org/233/Village-History 

(accessed March 30, 2022). 
27 Mark Alan Hewitt, The Architect and the American Country House, 1890-1940 (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1990): 71, 77. 
28 Clive Aslet, The American Country House, (New Haven: Yale University Press,1990): 68. 
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Tudor Revival architecture drew inspiration from the late Medieval reigns of the Tudor 
monarchs Elizabeth I and James I. It was also influenced by the simple artistic houses of the 
English Arts & Crafts movement. Few American examples literally mimic the architecture of the 
16th Century. Architects and builders, who built after the First World War up to 1930 freely 
mixed detailing from stone or brick manor houses and thatched cottages to create houses that 
were picturesque in massing with an informal presence.29  
 
The McDonald house displays several characteristics of the Tudor Revival cottage—including 
picturesque massing, steep gables, a prominent (if not massive) chimney, bands of windows, 
though double-hung not casement, and textured wall surfaces executed in both brick and stucco. 
Its exterior features generally are more characteristic than those found on the interior.  The only 
interior feature that clearly looks derived from Tudor architecture is the stone fireplace surround 
with its projecting blocks and exaggerated voussoirs. However, in a Tudor-inspired house the 
fireplace would typically be arched. The style of the staircase with its turned spindles and 
curving base is more typically found in Colonial Revival houses. The paneled ceilings found 
throughout the house are rustic but painted. Tudor Revival houses would have had varnished 
beams. Trim would also have been varnished. Original “exceptional interior details and antique 
fixtures” that were listed in the 1924 Chicago Tribune advertisements have been removed.  There 
is no first floor library as was listed in real estate listings. The original heated sun porch in the 
rear of the house was demolished to build the addition in the rear. 
 
Unfortunately, the exterior of the house also has diminished integrity—because of missing 
artistic features and because of its severely deteriorated condition. Several of the refinements 
associate with Tudor Revival architecture are missing. In the October, 1925, The Architectural 
Forum wrote a long article titled “Small Buildings: Use of Half Timber, Stucco and Brick” 
including photographs of nine Tudor Revival house from different parts of the country. The 
house at 655 Lincoln Avenue was described in complimentary terms in the article. “One of the 
most attractive houses recently built in which wood, stucco and brick in half-timber patterns 
have been successfully combined is this small house in a suburb of Chicago.” “It is a pity that so 
attractive a small house should not have more ground about it, since the close proximity 
commonplace architecture would obscure it were it not so remarkably good that It seems to stand 
by itself.” The article is accompanied by a list of specifications, three photographs of the exterior 
from the front, and floorplans.30 Because of the photographs it is possible to compare the house 
the way if looked originally and its appearance today. Nuances that contribute to the artistic 
value that have been removed include: a decorative wood balcony over the four front living room 
windows, pinnacles at the gable peaks, a windvane and the cedar shingle roof. Because textured 
surfaces are an important feature of Tudor Revival architecture the removal of these details and 

 
29 Some simplified examples continued to be built in the 1930s. After World War II, with a surge in 

patriotism that influenced the design of post-war houses, the style became unfashionable. 
30 “Small Buildings: Use of Half Timber, Stucco and Brick”  The Architectural Forum XLIII, no. 4 

(October, 1925): 248.  
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the replacement of the roof with asphalt are unfortunate changes that detract from the 
significance of the house. 
 
Normally, deteriorated condition isn’t an important factor in assessing the integrity of a house 
and is often used as an excuse for demolition. In this case deterioration of the very materials 
called out in the article that make the house significant does compromise the integrity. This is 
because the bricks themselves are flaking and missing (likely because the mortar used to 
tuckpoint the house was too hard causing the bricks rather than the mortar to expand and 
contract). In addition, the wood trim is rotting, contributing to water infiltration on the interior. 
The house once had a metal decorative spider web detail in the entrance porch but it has recently 
been removed. That was an important detail; William Campbell Wright most likely knew the 
architect Harold Zook when he was in school, and Wright purchased Zook’s practice after Zook 
died. Zook’s signature motif was a spider web and Wright installed a spider web on the exterior 
of this house.31  

 
Architect of 655 Lincoln Avenue 

 
William Campbell Wright ( 1896 – 1974) 
 
William Campbell Wright was born in Chicago on September 15, 1896. His father, George F. H. 
Wright, and his mother Anna or Annie Grant, were both born in Edinburgh, Scotland. George 
Wright was a banker and emigrated to the United States in 1889. In 1900 the family rented at 84 
25th Street and in 1918 they lived at 7542 Harvard Avenue in Chicago, Illinois.32  
 
William attended public schools and Tilden Technical High School, formerly known as Lake 
High School, on the south side of Chicago. He graduated from the Armour Institute of 
Technology (later the Illinois Institute of Technology) with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
1918, as Valedictorian of his class. Wright also studied architecture at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago and graduated in 1918, where he received the Charles Lawrence Hutchinson 
medal for excellence in architecture. He received three scholarship awards from the Tau Beta Pi 
engineering honors society, the Scarab architecture society, and one from the Sphinx, later, the 
Sigma Pi Delta Epsilon, Journalism honors society.33 
 
 

 
31 Mary Daniels, “The Houses that Zook Built,” Chicago Tribune, September 22, 1985. 
32 William Campbell Wright, U.S., World War I Draft Registration Card, 1917 – 1918, Ancestry.com, a 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1402304:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=027993e95db3ef3df6ee21a5a66a58e0&_phsrc=zpp3238&_phstar
t=successSource (accessed March 22, 2022). 

33 Eleanor Jewett, “Class of 63 is Graduated by the Art Institute,” Chicago Daily Tribune, June 15, 1918; 
Albert Nelson Maquis, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity: A Biographical Dictionary of Leading Living Men and 
Women of the City of Chicago, 1931. 
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Wright worked as a draftsman for architects Frank D. 
Chase, Andrew N. Rebori and Dear, Alderman & 
Martin and as a designer for Otis & Clark. In 1920, 
with Armond Monaco, he formed the firm of Monaco 
& Wright and was a partner with that firm from 1920 – 
1925; in 1921 Monaco & Wright their offices moved 
from 168 N. Michigan Avenue to 721 Michigan 
Avenue, the same building where Marshall & Fox and 
Henry J. Schlacks practiced.34 From 1925  to 1932 
Wright was a member of the firm of Wright, Quinn & 
Christianson. After that, Wright formed his own firm 
where he practiced until 1950.  
 
Architect R. Harold Zook also attended the Armour 
Institute  and graduated in 1914, after which he was 
named to the faculty and taught for four years. Zook 
also taught interior design at the Art Institute of 
Chicago. It is highly probable that Wright knew Harold 
Zook. In 1949, Zook died and Wright acquired Zook’s 
business.35  
 
From 1950 – 1956 Wright was a partner in the firm of 
Wright, Alderman & Martin, with William N. 
Alderman and Albert R. Martin, Jr. In 1952 Wright 
moved his offices from Chicago to 161 Green Bay 
Road in Wilmette. In 1956 the firm became Wright & 
Martin. Wright remained with that firm for two years 
before he left and formed his own firm Wm. Campbell 
Wright & Associates.  In 1965 Wright moved his office 
to Winnetka where he maintained a thriving practice. In 
1966 Wright advertised that he was hiring draftsmen 
who were capable of developing working drawings 
from sketches for “large contemporary projects.”36 

 
34 “More Architects Take Quarters in New Art Colony,” Chicago Tribune, May 15, 1921. 
35 “Hand and Mind Trained in Tune at Tilden Tech,” Chicago Tribune, October 20, 1929; National 

Cyclopedia of American Biography 13 (September 1982 – August 1984), 23, archive.org, 
https://archive.org/details/nationalcycloped62clif/page/n49/mode/2up?q=wright (accessed April 3, 2022); William 
Campbell Wright, AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/37892640/ahd1049764 (accessed March 20, 
2022); “Real Estate Notes,” Chicago Tribune, May 21, 1949; “William C. Wright,” Winnetka Talk, August 8, 1974. 

36 “Architectural Draftsmen,” Chicago Tribune, July 17, 1966. 

 

William Campbell Wright 
National Cyclopedia of American Biography 
Volume 13: September 1982 – August 1984 
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Wright was owner, operator and president of his firm 
until he retired in 1973.37  
 
Wright was registered as an architect in Illinois and in Washington D.C. and he was a licensed 
engineer. In his more than 50 years of practice, Wright designed commercial, religious and 
residential buildings in Chicago and on the North Shore, including  the Associated Silver Office 
Company Building in Chicago (1921), the Rainbo Gardens Building roller rink and bowling 
alley at 4812-36 N. Clark Street Chicago (1928),  King Pins Bowling Alleys, Wilmette (1941, 
remodeled into a medical arts building, 1953), an addition to a bowling alley at 7334 N. Clark 
Street, including 24 new lanes, a kindergarten room and a nursery, Woodland Elementary School 
in Gurnee (1951), Matthias Klein & Sons Factory & Office, Skokie (1952), Sunset Drive-In, 
Skokie (1953, at the time the largest outdoor movie theater screen in the world), Baha’i Home 
for the Aged, Wilmette (1958), the Elks Club in Evanston (1960), re-design of the golf course 
and clubhouse at the Glenview Naval Air Station (1962), IBM computer facility at the Great 
Lakes Naval Base, Lake Bluff (1963). He also designed the original “Lake Front Development” 
in Wilmette, which included apartments, restaurants and shopping areas. 38 
 
Religious buildings that Wright designed include 1923 designed Gethsemane Evangelical 
Lutheran church at northeast corner of Oakdale and Lamon avenues in Chicago (1923), the 
Rogers Park Congregational Church (re-design following a fire, 1926), the Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Chicago (church, parish house and rectory, 1926), and the Congregational 
Church, Hyattsville Maryland (1942).39  
 
His residential designs include 2554 Wilson Avenue, Chicago, a three-story brick apartment 
building (1921), a thirty flat building on the west side of Sheffield Avenue, half a block north of 
Waveland, in Chicago (1922), a six-story apartment building at 1939 – 41 N. Lincoln Avenue 

 
37 National Cyclopedia of American Biography 

Volume 13: September 1982 – August 1984, 23, archive.org, 
https://archive.org/details/nationalcycloped62clif/page/n49/mode/2up?q=wright (accessed April 3, 2022); William 
Campbell Wright, AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/37892640/ahd1049764 (accessed March 20, 
2022), “Wm. Campbell Wright” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, July 26, 1974; “Uptown Bowling Alleys Will Provide a 
Nursery,” Chicago Tribune, March 2, 1941.  
 38 Janette Almada, “Housing, Retail are Planned for Rainbo Roller Rink Site,” Chicago Tribune, August 3, 
2003; “Uptown Bowling Alleys Will Provide a Nursery,” Chicago Tribune, March 2, 1941; “Temple Plans Home 
for Old in Wilmette, Chicago Tribune, November 3, 1957; Baha’i Home for the Aged, 
https://bahaipedia.org/Bah%C3%A1%E2%80%99%C3%AD_Home_for_the_Aged (accessed April 1, 2022). 

39 “Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chicago Tribune, June 17, 1923; “Beg Your Pardon,” 
Chicago Tribune, June 24, 1923; “In the Style of Sir Christopher Wren,” Chicago Tribune, April 4, 1926, 45; 
“Lutherans of West Side Lay Corner Stone,” Chicago Tribune, February 21, 1926; National Cyclopedia of 
American Biography. 
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(1928, Georgian Revival).40 Homes he designed in Winnetka include two of his own, including 
the home where he was living in 1926 at 1132 Cherry Street in Winnetka (French Revival, 
extant) and 573 Sheridan Road where he and his wife were living in 1956 (not viewed, also 
extant). In 1930 Wright and his wife Ida E. were recorded as renting an apartment at 7649 East 
Lake Terrace at the East Lake Beach Apartments in Chicago. Wright also designed 1277 
Hackberry Lane (1949 ranch), 455 Berkeley, another Tudor Revival home, 470 Glendale Avenue 
(Colonial Revival), 480 Glendale Avenue (Georgian Revival), 1218 Oak Street (Colonial 
Revival) and 1238 Oak Street (Dutch Colonial Revival).41 
 
During and after World War I Wright was a first lieutenant in the 381st Regiment, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. He remained in the U.S. Army Reserves, and was returned to active duty in 
1933 with the Civilian Conservation Corps and was in command of the Veterans’ Civil 
Conservation Corps Co. 1673, Camp Saint Charles, in West Chicago. Wright designed the camp 
and oversaw its construction. Following that, he resumed reserve status in 1936 and was chief 
camouflage officer on the staff of the 311th Engineer Combat Regiment to April 1941. When the 
United States entered World War II, Wright entered active duty in the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel, appointed Second Army architect, on the Second Army Staff in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where he designed the Second Army Headquarters in Memphis. He attained the rank of colonel, 
and was chief of camouflage for the U.S. Army. He was then stationed in Washington D.C. as 
executive officer of the camouflage section, office of the chief of engineers. Following the war, 
he remained in the Reserves; from 1950 – 1954 he was inspector general for the U.S. Army and 
was responsible for the munitions terminals throughout the country. At the same time, he was 
chairman of the Commission on Air Raid Shelters in Existing Buildings of Chicago Civil 
Defense Corps. Wright retired from the Reserves in 1954, with the rank of Colonel.42  
 
Wright joined the American Institute of Architects, Chicago Chapter, in the 1940s and he was a 
director of the Illinois Society of Architects.43 He was listed in 1956, 1962 and 1970 AIA 
Historical Directory of American Architects. 44 In 1970 his office was listed at 707 Elm Street in 
Winnetka.45 
 
Wright was married on September 18, 1922 to Ida Emmeline Riley in Chicago, and they had two 
children, Judith Aplin and John Campbell. William and Ida Wright made Winnetka their 
principal residence for over forty years. In 1925 they were living at 1132 Cherry Street in 

 
40 “Building Permits, Chicago Tribune, September 25, 1921; “Some Building Projects,” Chicago Tribune, 

March 26, 1922; The Linden is New Inn for Park District, Chicago Tribune, January 15, 1928, with rendering “New 
North Side Hotel,” Chicago Tribune January 15, 1928;  

41 “Gracious Home Charm Aided by Open Vistas,” Chicago Tribune, September 17, 1949; Display Ad, 
Chicago Tribune, May 11, 1926; “Winnetka Historical Society 

42 National Cyclopedia of American Biography; “Beg Your Pardon,” Chicago Tribune, January 9, 1943; AIA 
Historical Directory 1962, 783. 

43 “Real Estate Notes,” Chicago Tribune, July 2, 1949. 
44 AIA Historical Directory. 
45 AIA Historical Directory 1970, 1016. 
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Winnetka, a house Wright designed, and later they rented several houses, likely because of 
Wright’s military service, including 1238 Oak Street, 804 Elmwood Avenue and 1215 Elmwood 
Avenue. The 1940 United States Federal Census states that on April 1, 1935 they were living in 
St. Charles, Missouri. However, in 1956 they settled at 573 Sheridan Road, another house that 
Wright designed.46 Wright died in 1974 in Long Grove, Illinois.47 
 
“As a designer of commercial structures, Wright was known for his innovative and progressive 
designs; however, as a residential he was a traditionalist, with a strong emphasis upon classical 
detail.”48  
 

Builder of 655 Lincoln Avenue 
William Campbell Wright was listed on the original permit as architect, builder, carpenter and 
mason. The July 24, 1944 permit to alter the residence listed the owner, L.C. Harbison, as the 
builder.  

 
Landmark Status of the Property 

The house located at 655 Lincoln Avenue is not listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was 
not identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and1975. 
The property was surveyed on October 20, 1982 in the Winnetka Architectural Survey, and a 
copy of that survey is attached to this report. 
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
 
Not much is known about Harry Johnstone who built the house but who never lived in it,. He 
was a salesman who most likely built the house as a speculative venture. William McDonald was 
a stockbroker. Virtually nothing is known about tenant H.S. Stevens, who appears to have been a 
successful and avid golfer. Herbert Brooke was an auditor and certified public accountant 
registered to practice in Illinois and Wisconsin and who maintained an office in London. Another 
tenant, Harry B. George, found his success in the food industry and contributed to the war effort 
during World War II by providing fresh food for the War Department. Leslie Harbison, Jr. 
worked for Household Finance Corporation, the largest personal finance company in the United 
States, which had been directed by his father. Herman Miller was an accountant and a founding 
partner of the accounting firm of Levin, Miller Ltd.   
 
While all were successful and accomplished men and were undoubtedly influential in the local 
community, none can be said to have had a significant impact upon the larger community, and, 
because of that, the house at 655 Lincoln Avenue does not have historic significance.  

 
46 William Campbell Wright, Chicago Telephone Directory, 1930, U. S. City Directories, 1822 – 1995, 

Ancestry.com, 1940 U.S. Federal Census, 1948 Evanston Directory, AIA Historical Directory 1956, 622; 
47 Wright obituary, Chicago Tribune. 
48 National Cyclopedia of American Biography. 
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Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

Because Tudor Revival architecture was so popular in the 1920s in Winnetka, there are 
numerous examples of the style in the community—of large imposing houses, of medium size 
homes typical of suburban North Shore houses and of smaller cottages such as this one. These 
include many cottages scattered throughout the community. There are three excellent examples 
that combine stucco, brick and wood half timbering in the 1300 and 1400 block of Scott Street. 
They exhibit many similar features to 655 Lincoln, including prominent chimneys, cat slide 
roofs, arched entrances and textured wall and roof surfaces. The house at 1170 Chatfield has a 
beautiful diamond leaded window at the front. Another house with exceptional detailing is found 
at 1166 Ash Street. It has stone trim that takes the form of irregularly shaped quoins edging front 
windows and the front -facing gables and a front entrance  door topped by a Tudor arch. 
 
The house at 655 Lincoln is a good representative example of a Tudor Revival cottage  and has 
interesting street appeal, but is missing architectural treatments that would make it an excellent 
example of the style. Unfortunately, several of the character-defining architectural features that 
once gave this house architectural interest have been removed. Although the house was 
published in The Architectural Forum in October of 1925, a noteworthy architectural journal, it 
doesn’t look as it did historically and that detracts from its significance. Failure of the brick and 
rotting wood trim (leading to interior water damage), when examined closely, reflect the home’s 
poor condition and the challenges, perhaps in the case of the brick, impossibility, of repair. 
Leaving the brick to further deteriorate would continue to cause further interior water infiltration 
problems. Select pages from the Inspection Report are attached in the Appendix. 
 

Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact 
 
Almost all the houses on Lincoln are built on 50’ lots. In some cases, these small lots have been 
consolidated to form larger lots. This is not the case with 655 Lincoln, which rests on a narrow 
lot. Because of the narrow lot, the garage, which is located on the north side of the house, does 
not accommodate a standard-sized car. It is interesting to note that the houses closest to the 
business district that are located at the south end of Lincoln reside on smaller lots that 
accommodate smaller houses. To the north, the houses are more substantial and rest on larger 
parcels of land. This can clearly be seen on the 1938 Sanborn maps. The houses resemble the 
majority of homes on the east side of Winnetka in size and level of detail.  
 
Although the house at 655 Lincoln has compromised integrity, the integrity of the street is 
excellent; none of the houses have been demolished. All of the houses on the stretch of Lincoln 
between Pine Street and Humboldt Street date from before the Depression. There are no 
replacement houses. They do however vary in style. The house at 655 is Tudor Revival as is 659 
Lincoln. The majority of houses (647, 651, 652, 656, 664 (which has Tudor detailing) and 682 
are American Foursquares. The house at 663 is French Revival, designed by  Robert DeGolyer, 
who designed many stunning apartment buildings along Lake Shore Drive. Bannockburn 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 25



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 22 

architect William Aitken designed 671 Lincoln. His work includes many noteworthy buildings in 
Winnetka, a number of which are local landmarks. The house is best known as the home where 
“Home Alone” was filmed. There is a Shingle Style house at 681 Lincoln and two imposing 
Classical Revival houses—at 672 and 687 Lincoln. The house at 672, which was designed by A. 
P. Allen and M. Webster is a remodel of at 2-story frame structure. Because there is such 
architectural variety on the street, replacing 655 Lincoln would not compromise the stylistic 
integrity of the street, as long as the house respects the rhythm of the houses at the south end of 
the street and compliments the existing historic houses in scale and use of materials.  
 

Summary Opinion 
 

While all of the residents of 655 Lincoln were successful people and had accomplished careers, 
none appeared to have made a distinguishing impact on the village, state or country, and as a 
result, the house does not have historical significance. It does, however, retain some architectural 
significance as a representative example of a Tudor Revival cottage. It would, however, have 
greater significance if some of the features that define the Tudor Revival style had not been 
removed. In addition, damage to the brick and wood is so extensive because of deferred 
maintenance that a considerable amount of replacement would be required, and that kind of 
material replacement would further diminish the integrity of the house. The houses on Lincoln 
exhibit great stylistic variety. A house that reflects the level of artistry of those homes and the 
level of design that 655 once had could contribute to the architectural character of the street.  
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Attachment B: Exterior Photographs of 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Main (west) façade, looking northeast  Main (west) façade, looking east 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Garage, north side of west facade, looking east  Front entry looking east 
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Front entry looking north    Front entry with spider web 
(missing spider web)     (Photo from November 30, 2022  

Inspection Report) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South façade looking northeast 
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South façade looking northwest 
 

South façade rear addition, looking northeast 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South façade looking west    Rear (east) façade, looking east 
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Rear (east) façade, looking east   Roof over addition, looking east 
 
Attachment C: Interior Photographs of 655 Lincoln Avenue 
First Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front entry hall     Living room looking north 
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Living room looking west   Living room looking south 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View from living room to hall  View from living room to addition 
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Hall powder room, entrance to kitchen Dining room, entrance to addition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family room addition    Dining room, entrance to kitchen 
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  Family room addition windows on south wall, note slope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kitchen looking east      Kitchen looking north   
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   Kitchen looking northwest toward side entrance 
 
 
Second Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of hall from stairs   Second floor hall looking south 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second floor stairs looking south 
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Second floor hall looking south  North bedroom, former maid’s room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North bedroom view to bathroom   North bedroom bath 
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East bedroom      South bedroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South bathroom 
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Second floor hall looking north   Primary bedroom looking north 
 
 
 
Basement 
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Attachment D: Table of Information for Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood  
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Attachment E: Photographs of Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
639 Lincoln Avenue      647 Lincoln Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
650 Lincoln Avenue      651 Lincoln Avenue 
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652 Lincoln Avenue      655 Lincoln Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
656 Lincoln Avenue     659 Lincoln Avenue 
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663 Lincoln Avenue     664 Lincoln Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
671 Lincoln Avenue     672 Lincoln Avenue 
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681 Lincoln Avenue     682 Lincoln Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
687 Lincoln Avenue 
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Attachment F: Other Tudor Revival Residences in Winnetka  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
420 Linden Avenue      785 Rosewood Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1128 Ash Street      166 Ash Street 
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 1170 Chatfield Road    1200 Spruce Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1214 Asbury Avenue     1321 Scott Avenue 
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1436 Scott Avenue     1477 Scott Avenue 
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Attachment G: Select Research 
 

1.1938 Sanborn Map 
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2. Sidwell Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3. Plat of Survey 
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3. Plat of Survey 
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4. Cook County Recorder of Deeds  
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Cook County Clerk’s Office, Recordings, https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/recordings/search-
recordings  
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5. Real Estate Listings 
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6. Articles 
 
655 Lincoln Avenue 

 
 

Chicago Tribune, July 10, 1892 
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Classified Ad, Chicago Tribune, March 6, 1892, making mention of Lincoln Avenue as part of 
Winnetka Park Bluffs. 
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“Small Buildings: Use of Half Timber, Stucco and Brick”  The Architectural Forum XLIII, no. 4 
(October, 1925): 248. 
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Chicago Tribune, August 31, 1924    Chicago Tribune, November 6, 1924 
 
 
 
 
 
Chicago Tribune, March 11, 1928    Chicago Tribune, October 15, 1933 
 
 
 
Owners and Occupants 
 
William Campbell Wright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1132 Cherry Street 
Google Earth, April 1, 2022 
 

Chicago Tribune, May 11, 1926 
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William Campbell Wright, 1918, U.S. World War I Draft Registration Card,  Ancestry.com 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
Chicago Tribune, May 15, 1921 
 
        

 
Chicago Tribune, March 26, 1922 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chicago Tribune, May 21, 1949 
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“Real Estate Notes”       “William Campbell Wright” [obituary] 
Chicago Tribune, March 3, 1951         Chicago Tribune, July 26, 1974 
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Mary and Herbert John Brooke
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mary Brooke, Petition for Naturalization, Ancestry.com  
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Chicago Tribune, December 5, 1929 
 
        Winnetka Talk, December 7, 1929 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Economist 64, no. 1 (July 3, 1920), 2. 
 
 
 
Harry B. George 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Chicago Tribune, May 22, 1942 U.S. World War II Draft Registration Card, 

Ancestry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 73



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Palm Beach Post (West Palm Beach Florida) 
December 16, 1987 
 
H.S. Stevens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chicago Tribune, July 10, 1927   Chicago Tribune, August 7, 1927 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Tribune, August 23, 1931 
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Chicago Tribune, June 23, 1966 

 
Herman L. Miller 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Chicago Tribune, October 24, 1993 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Winnetka Talk, November 11, 1993 
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Herman L. Miller, U.S. World War II Draft Cards, 1940 – 1947, Ancestry.com 
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7. 1923 Blueprint  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Village of Winnetka, 655 Lincoln Avenue Permit File 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 77



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 74 

8. Permits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 78



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 75 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 79



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 76 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 80



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 77 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 81



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 78 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 82



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 79 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 83



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 80 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 84



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 81 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 85



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 82 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 86



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 83 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 87



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 84 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 88



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 85 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 89



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 86 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 90



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 87 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 91



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 88 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 92



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 89 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPC - 655 Lincoln HAIS - Page 93



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 655 Lincoln Avenue 
 

 90 

9. Excerpts from Inspection Report  
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 14, 2021 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-04: 655 LINCOLN AVENUE 

INTRODUCTION 

On February 7, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage at 655 Lincoln Avenue. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Friday, January 28, 2021. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

2-12-1924 Build a two-story residence, garage 
attached 

Harry Irwin  Johnston Wm. Campbell 
Wright 

7-24-1944 Alter a two-story stucco and frame 
residence 

L.C. Harbison Not Listed 

ATTACHMENT D
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 655 Lincoln

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1924 
Construction type: Brick, timber, and stucco 
Style: Tudor 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE 

Harry Irwin 
Johnston 

1924 Building permit application 

W.C.
McDonald

1925 1925 directory 

H.S. Stevens 1926 1926 directory 
Herbert J. and 
Mary Brooke 

Tenant: 
Harry B. 
George 

1927 – 1943 1927 directory, real estate listing, 
1939 directory, Winnetka Talk 
obituary 

Auditor and accountant in 
Chicago 

L.C. Harbison 1944 – 1948 Real estate listing, Winnetka 
Architectural Survey, building 
permit application 

Herman L. and 
Elinor Miller 

1948 – 2021 Winnetka Architectural Survey, 
Cook County Recorder, Winnetka 
Talk obituary  

Accountant and founding 
partner at Levin Miller 
Ltd. 

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

William Campbell Wright 1924 – build a two-story 
residence with attached 
garage  

WHS file materials on Wright 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 
Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 
Chicago Tribune

ATTACHMENT E
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Findings: 

Our research indicates that the property at 655 Lincoln maintains architectural significance as a 
distinctive Tudor design by local architect William Campbell Wright. Wright was an 
accomplished and award-winning architect who worked with several notable firms in the 
Chicago area (such as Otis and Clark) before opening an office of his own in 1923.1 He designed 
several recognizable buildings in Chicago and across the North Shore, including the Rogers Park 
Congregational Church, the Baha’i Home in Wilmette, and Woodland Elementary School in 
Gurnee.  

In Winnetka, Wright designed several homes, including the unique properties at 455 Berkeley, 
1132 Cherry (where he lived), and 573 Sheridan.2 Like Wright’s own house at 1132 Cherry, the 
property at 655 Lincoln has been recognized for its attractive and thoughtful design.3 In the 
October, 1925 issue of The Architectural Forum, 655 Lincoln was referred to as “one of the most 
attractive houses recently built in which wood, stucco and brick have been successfully 
combined.”  

Date of Research: 1/19/2022

Submitted by: 

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 

1 For example, Wright won the Hutchinson Medal from the Art Institute of Chicago in 1918, where he studied after 
receiving his B.S. in architecture from the Armour Institute of Technology (now the Illinois Institute of 
Technology). See the attached entries from the AIA’s 1962 American Architects Directory and the 1931 edition of 
Who’s Who in Chicago for more on Wright’s background.  
2 According to the WHS digital files, Wright also designed the houses at 470 and 480 Glendale, as well as 1218 and 
1238 Oak. 
3 See the Chicago Tribune, May 11, 1926 article attached. 
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Winnetka Talk, December 7, 1929 
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Winnetka Talk, November 11, 1993 
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Cook County Recorder  
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The Architectural Forum, October 1925 
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Village of Winnetka 

Community Development 

510 Green Bay Road  

Winnetka Illinois 60093 

 

December 27, 2021 

 

RE: 655 Lincoln Demolition  

 

Our plans and schedule to demolish the home at 655 Lincoln is to begin after permit plans for a 

new home have been approved. Based on a building permit submittal on December 27,2021 the 

projected start of demolition would begin on March 1st,2022 and be completed on April 1st, 2022. 

 

Please if there are any addition question or comments please feel free to give our office a call. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Toniolo  

Architect 

 

GTH Architects, Inc. 

105 Revere Drive Suite F2 

Northbrook Illinoi s60062 

847-715-9395  Office 
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