LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020 - 7:00 PM
In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-44 and Senate Bill
2135, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission meeting on Monday, August 3, 2020 will be held
virtually. The meeting will be livestreamed via the Cisco WebEx platform. In accordance with Public Act 1010640, at least one representative from the Village will be present at Village Hall, and the virtual meeting will be
simulcast at Village Hall for members of the public who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another
location. Pursuant to Executive Orders 2020-43 and 2020-44 issued by the Governor, the number of people who
may gather at Village Hall for the meeting is limited due to the mandated social distancing guidelines. Accordingly,
the opportunity to view the virtual meeting at Village Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis.
The public has the following two options for virtually observing and participating during this virtual Landmark
Preservation Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments. Persons wishing to
participate are strongly encouraged (but not required) to complete the Sign-In form found
at www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.
1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 408-418-9388; when prompted enter the Meeting ID – 126 816 0666
(Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)
2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Cisco WebEx meetings app to your smart phone,
tablet or computer, and then join Meeting ID – 126 816 0666 Event Password – 1234
If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways:
1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org;
2) By sending a letter to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road,
Winnetka, IL 60093, or
3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847-716-3524. All voicemail messages will be
transcribed into a written format.
All comments received by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting will be read at the meeting by staff. Written public
comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify both (1) the subject of the comment being offered
(such as property address or case number of the agenda item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the
comments. In addition, you may wish to include your street address, phone number, and the name of the
organization or agency you represent, if applicable.
General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment.
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.
All emails received will be acknowledged either during or after the meeting, depending on when they are received.
Persons seeking additional information concerning any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries
to planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847-716-3587.

510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093
847-501-6000 • www.villageofwinnetka.org

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020 - 7:00 PM

AGENDA ITEMS
1. Call to Order & Roll Call.
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting.
3. Approval of July 6, 2020 meeting minutes.
4. Case No. 20-14: 250 Ridge Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the
single family residence at 250 Ridge Avenue.
5. Case No. 20-15: 385 Rosewood Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of
the single family residence at 385 Rosewood Avenue.
6. Case No. 20-16: 1180 Oakley Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of
the single family residence at 1180 Oakley Avenue.
7. Case No. 20-13: 141 Sheridan Road: Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS)
submitted for the single-family residence at 141 Sheridan Road.
8. Other Business.
a. September 21, 2020 Meeting - Quorum check.
9. Public Comment.
10. Adjournment
Note: Public comment is permitted on all agenda items.

NOTICE
All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter .
The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities,
who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about
the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois
60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041).

510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093
847-501-6000 • www.villageofwinnetka.org
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LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
JULY 6, 2020 MEETING MINUTES
Members Present:

Louise Holland, Chairperson
Chris Enck
Laura Good
Beth Ann Papoutsis
Paul Weaver

Non-Voting Member Present:

Jack Coladarci

Members Absent:

Katie Comstock
Joseph Stuart

Village Staff:

David Schoon, Director of Community Development
Brian Norkus, Assistant Director of Community Development
Chris Marx, Associate Planner

Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting.
Chairperson Holland read the Oral Declaration into the record as follows: “Pursuant to recently adopted
amendments to the Illinois Open Meetings Act included in Public Act 101-0640, public bodies may, in certain
circumstances, hold entirely virtual meetings without a quorum physically present in one location. On March 17,
2020, President Rintz issued a Declaration of Emergency pursuant to authority granted by the Village code, the
Illinois Municipal Code and the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act to address the health threat posed by
the Covid-19 pandemic. On May 29, 2020, Governor Pritzker issued a Disaster Proclamation that declared inperson attendance at public meetings of more than ten people at the regular public meeting location to be
infeasible, in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, as amended by Public Act 101-0640. On June 16, 2020,
President Rintz executed a written determination that given the ongoing emergency associated with the Covid-19
pandemic, in-person meetings of the Village’s Village Council are not practical or prudent at this time and until
further notice. In accordance with the Governor’s Disaster Proclamation and the Village President’s Declaration of
Emergency and Determination regarding meetings of the Village Council, I, as Chairperson Holland of the
Landmark Preservation Commission, hereby determine that in-person meetings of the Plan Commission are not
practical or prudent at this time and until further notice.”
Call to Order & Roll Call:
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Mr. Marx took a roll call of the Commission
Members present.
Approval of June 1, 2020 meeting minutes.
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to approve the June 1, 2020 meeting minutes or if there were any
comments or corrections. Ms. Good clarified her comment on line 28 on page 5. Ms. Papoutsis asked for her
comment on line 20 on page 6 to be stricken. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to adopt the June 1,
2020 meeting minutes, as amended. A motion was made and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. A vote was taken and
the motion unanimously passed.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Case No. 20-11: 200 Fuller Lane: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family
residence at 200 Fuller Lane.
Mr. Norkus confirmed he would allow the applicants into the meeting. Mr. Marx stated the property is located at
200 Fuller Lane between Winnetka Avenue and Sheridan Road and is zoned R-4 single family residential measuring
2.4 acres. He stated it is a single family home with an attached garage. Mr. Marx stated the application was
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submitted by Avalon Construction & Design on behalf of the applicant, Rebecca Ferguson. He informed the
Commission the property was built in 1954 with a subsequent building permit for an addition in 1972. Mr. Marx
noted the Historical Society stated the structure did not have historical or architectural significance. He then
referred to an illustration of the relative location of the property. Mr. Marx stated the applicant would not present
any additional information.
Rebecca Ferguson stated she had nothing to present. Shelby and Mr. John Elias introduced themselves as the
contractor and owner. Chairperson Holland asked Ms. Ferguson what her plans were for the property. Ms.
Ferguson responded after the property is demolished, a new home would be built. Mr. Elias stated all the
necessary documents were submitted for the building permit as well as documentation for the new construction.
He asked if there were any questions.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the audience. Mr. Norkus stated there are several
members of the public waiting to speak. He asked Caller Bradley Halbert for his comments. Mr. Halbert had no
comment on this agenda item. Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 5 for any comment. No comments were made at this
time. Mr. Norkus asked Caller No. 6 for any comment. The caller stated he had comment on the second agenda
item. Mr. Norkus asked Caller Rich Cosby for any comment. Mr. Cosby had no comment. Mr. Norkus stated that
concluded all of the call-in attendees.
Chairperson Holland asked the Commission Members for their comments. Ms. Good asked what is proposed to
replace the home. Mr. Marx stated in fairness to the applicant, he informed them the Commission would consider
the demolition application and would not necessarily need drawings of the proposal. Ms. Good asked for a
description, style of home and square footage. Ms. Ferguson held up a schematic of the proposed home and
stated it would measure approximately 3,500 square feet and it would have brick and siding. Chairperson Holland
asked if there were any other questions. Ms. Papoutsis asked with regard to the tree in the front, if it would
remain or be taken down. Mr. Elias responded it would be removed and noted it is included on the demolition plan
submitted. Mr. Enck asked if the home would be owner occupied. Ms. Ferguson confirmed that is correct.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Enck asked if they are planning a conventional
demolition or if there would be deconstruction. Mr. Elias responded it would be a conventional demolition and
filed for a good portion of the demolition materials to be recycled. He confirmed they would abide by the
demolition rules.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments or questions from the Commission or the audience. No
additional comments were made at this time. She then asked for a motion. Mr. Weaver moved to approve the
demolition application for 200 Fuller Lane. Ms. Papoutsis seconded the motion. Mr. Schoon stated they must
confirm with the applicant that there were no technical difficulties participating in the meeting. The applicant
confirmed there were no difficulties.
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Case No. 20-12: 1580 Tower Road: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family
residence at 1580 Tower Road.
Mr. Norkus allowed the applicant into the meeting. Mr. Marx stated the property is located at 1580 Tower Road
measuring 0.5 acres and is located on the south side of the street between Heather Lane and Grove Street. He
stated the property contains a single family residence with attached garage and zoned R-2 single family residential
surrounded by other R-2 zoned properties. Mr. Marx stated the application was submitted by Country Home
Developers as representative of a trust which owned the property. He referred to an illustration of the property in
an aerial photograph. Mr. Marx then stated the property owner is part of the trust and is present to answer any
questions.
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Mr. Oswald stated the home is located on a half-acre piece of property. He stated it is 70 years old and was built in
1953. He stated there are number of problems with the home, including it being architecturally very weak with a
small entryway and single front door, few windows, a two car front loading garage as opposed to a three car side
loading garage. He stated there were two elements later added which include a screened porch and master
bedroom and the roof was not changed to accept the additions and flat roofs were left which collect leaves,
branches, etc. causing constant maintenance problems. He stated the home’s main home has a shallow 3:12 pitch
with all of the mechanicals located on the roof which made it difficult in terms of maintenance and service. Mr.
Oswald stated the third furnace was added there for the master bedroom which was not the right size due to the
roof’s pitch. He stated the exterior of the home is dated and the home is not architecturally significant. He also
stated the rooms are tiny, chopped up and do not work with today’s living environment which required going
through rooms to get to other rooms. He added there is no basement. Mr. Oswald stated the most significant thing
is that it is economically not salvageable with the basement being a 70 year old slab on grade which pitched
toward the rear of the property. He stated the walls are not square and the doors and windows do not work
anymore as well as leaking. Mr. Oswald added the galvanized plumbing pipes are corroded allowing a trickling
water flow with one bathroom having no water at all. He added the laundry room only had cold water. He stated it
is too difficult to service the mechanical units and referred to the outdated electrical systems. He reiterated the
home is not economically salvageable with no basement which is sinking. Mr. Oswald stated they are asking to
take down the home due to the condition of the home and the fact is not architecturally significant or
economically salvageable.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the audience. Mr. Norkus asked Caller Bradley
Halbert for his comment. Mr. Halbert introduced himself and his wife, Cathy, and informed the Commission they
live next door to the property. He stated they are not aware of the home having historical significance and asked if
they could get assurance there would not be any change to the water flow pattern during demolition and
construction. Mr. Oswald confirmed there would be no change and they submitted plans to the Village staff
including existing and restoration surveys. He stated the slab would be removed and the ground graded to be level
with the drainage to remain as is. He noted there is no flood plain to the east or west for two or three blocks and
confirmed there would be no change. Mr. Marx stated the site restoration plan submitted is reviewed by the
Village’s Public Works Department and verified to be compliant with codes and rules relating to storm water
management.
Mr. Norkus confirmed there are no other callers in attendance for this agenda item.
Chairperson Holland then asked if there were any comments from the Commission. Mr. Weaver asked Mr. Oswald
if he planned to live in the new home or sell it. Mr. Oswald stated they have not planned the new structure and the
home would be lived in by him or someone else in his family. He noted his family are developers out of Lake Forest
and have built many homes in the Village. Ms. Good stated she had no questions at this time. Chairperson Holland
asked if there were any comments or questions. Ms. Papoutsis asked although there are no plans now for the new
home, she asked if the new home would have a deep basement. Mr. Oswald estimated the home to be
approximately 4,000 square feet and would be brick with a cedar shake roof. He stated the basement would
usually measure 9 feet in terms of its height with the same ceiling heights for the first and second floors.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments. No additional questions were raised at this time. She then
asked Mr. Oswald if he felt there were any technical difficulties with his presentation. Mr. Oswald stated of all the
cities they have built in on the North Shore, the Village staff was the most responsive and easiest to work with over
the 40 years of working on the North Shore. He then stated he appreciated the questions from the Commission
and neighbor. Mr. Oswald confirmed there were no difficulties and described the process as excellent.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments from the Commission or a motion to approve the
demolition application for 1580 Tower Road. Ms. Papoutsis moved to approve the demolition. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Enck. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
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NAYS:
NON-VOTING:

Page 4
None
Coladarci

Case No. 20-13: 141 Sheridan Road: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family
residence at 141 Sheridan Road.
Mr. Norkus allowed Gary Frank into the meeting. Mr. Frank informed the Commission the applicant will dial in to
the meeting. He also stated Rich Bondarovich and Jack McDonough are also present.
Mr. Marx stated the request is for the demolition of 141 Sheridan Road which is a single family residence located
on a lot measuring approximately 0.95 acres and located on the east side of the street between Winnetka Avenue
and Fuller Lane. He stated the property contains a single family residence with attached garage and is zoned R-2
single family residential and is surrounded by other R-2 single family residential homes. He noted the property has
frontage on the lake.
Mr. Marx informed the Commission that Gary Frank is a representative of a land trust for the applicant who owns
the property and Mr. McDonough is a representative of the trust. He then identified photos of the front and rear
elevations and noted the property is a flag lot. Mr. Marx also stated the home was built in 1923 with a permit
issued for an addition. He then stated the Historical Society noted the home has some historical and architectural
significance and identified the architect as E.G. Oldefest and identified several buildings designed by Oldefest &
Williams. Mr. Marx stated the home has been resided in by several prominent residents including Leslie Cooke,
Jack Dawson and Dr. Robert Cavallino. He stated the applicant would now provide their presentation.
Gary Frank stated his clients wanted a home on the lake to build a new home. He informed the Commission the
property was listed as a renovation or demolition. Mr. Frank stated he was asked to evaluate the home’s
construction to determine its value and the applicant’s direction with their desire initially being to tear down the
home. He stated while the home was built in the 1920’s and neglected over the years, there are major deficiencies
in the home. Mr. Frank then stated the home did not have any specific architectural style or particular elements of
design, materials or craftsmanship and described it as Spanish looking home with a red tile roof. He also stated the
home cannot be seen from Sheridan Road since it sat along the lake and is located next to a driveway servicing
four homes. He referred to the new home next door was built in the last 20 years and the other home on the
southwest corner is a frame home in good condition. Mr. Frank noted the owner of that home is also the owner of
the new home being constructed at the southeast portion of the property.
Mr. Frank stated in walking through the home, the inside photos do not tell the whole story. He noted a home
inspector provided a report identifying the home’s deficiencies. Mr. Marx confirmed the report was given to the
Commission earlier today. Mr. Frank then referred to exterior photos of the home and stated the second floor
windows were replaced with casement windows. He stated the first floor may contain the original windows and
doors. Mr. Frank stated the stucco is cracked and identified the water infiltration and damage. He also stated the
home’s trim is peeling and decaying with railings not being up to code. Mr. Frank then identified a porch which is
not original and bays which would have to be replaced on both sides. He also stated the chimneys would have to
be rebuilt and the trim is decayed. Mr. Frank identified the entry hall and structural problems in the home which
would have to be repaired. He also referred to several interior photos of the home and noted the basement has
mold, mildew and a cracked foundation. Mr. Frank noted there are no electric outlets in many of the rooms or
insulation which would require a complete gutting of the home’s interior. He stated the waviness of the roof
indicated a reflection of the beams’ condition which would require removal of the entire roof.
Mr. Frank informed the Commission he has worked on major renovations in the past and this home would have to
be gutted down to the bare bones and identified a photo of what the renovated home would look like. He also
stated the home did not meet with today’s lifestyle. Mr. Frank introduced Rich Bonarovich as the contractor who
would discuss renovation costs versus teardown followed by comment from John McDonough.
Rich Bonarovich stated the images are telling photos of the home’s condition. He noted the first floor of the home
is concrete which is substantially damaged and cracked which would make the cost of renovation very expensive
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and would be 50-70% higher in cost than building a new home. Mr. Bonarovich also stated the home’s location
was chosen by the owner to build a home which would become a lifelong home for them. He stated his biggest
concern is the mold throughout the home which represented substantial life and health safety issues. Mr.
Bonarovich then stated the electrical issues are a matter of life safety and fire hazard issues for this home and the
adjacent properties. He stated they concluded the cost benefit would be substantially more to renovate the home
especially in connection with the concrete floor’s condition.
John McDonough stated his family bought the home in September 2019 and they assembled a team to assess the
home. He commented the lot is beautiful in a beautiful location and their intent was to have the home built and to
move in late 2021. Mr. McDonough stated they worked with the team and all of the decisions with regard to the
new home have been made and they are ready to proceed. He stated they learned after the building permit was
granted that this review was necessary. Mr. McDonough referred to the mold issues in the home and the home
would be for their long term future and would withstand the lakefront weather. He then asked if there were any
questions.
Mr. Frank added the last applicant had great things to say about the Village staff which has always done a great
job. He stated they turned the project in four days after the Covid-19 shut down and with regard to the Village’s
permitting process, they submitted their plans in a bin outside the Village Hall and responded to questions from
the Village. Mr. Frank stated they were informed the permit was ready but the Commission’s application was not
provided to them and the amount of time it would take for the project has been delayed. He asked the
Commission to not delay the permit to mitigate the mistake of not requesting the materials which were needed
which caused an unnecessarily delay for the project and a huge financial burden to the applicant.
Chairperson Holland stated Mr. Frank has worked in the Village for 30 years and every home requesting a
demolition permit has to go through this Commission. Mr. Frank responded he accepted some responsibility for
not submitting the application but that the Building Department has to be diligent to ensure all of the materials
required for a building permit are applied for and because of Covid-19, things were missed which resulted in a time
delay.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions from the Commission or the audience. Mr. Coladarci asked
how long was the home empty. Mr. Frank estimated 3-5 years. He confirmed the home was winterized and the
home has experienced general decay and neglect. Mr. Coladarci stated they have run into this problem a lot where
a home has been neglected and is being requested to be torn down. He stated the inspection report indicated a lot
of work that would need to be done and he understood the applicant’s desire to not want to undertake a gut
rehab. Mr. Coladarci then stated he is bothered by blaming the Village staff and because of Mr. Frank’s experience
and knowledge of the process, due to the Covid-19 and the amount of stress the Village staff is operating under,
there should be very little fault on their side. He stated he did feel the application should be granted.
Ms. Papoutsis agreed with Mr. Coladarci’s comments and applauded the Village staff’s efforts. She commented it is
too bad there was miscommunication and stated everyone is aware of the process. Ms. Papoutsis stated the home
is a situation where the neglect and its condition rendered it unsalvageable which she commented is a shame. She
then stated the Historical Society stated the home has architectural and historical significance but for the home
being in such bad condition, it leaves the Commission to consider it in the demolition process. Ms. Papoutsis
reiterated she agreed with Mr. Coladarci’s comments.
Ms. Good agreed with the comments made and stated they have had the ordinance a long time which has been
the standard protocol for years. She then asked about Mr. Oldefest and stated she never heard his name before
and asked if there were other homes by this architect in the Village. Mr. Frank responded he investigated and
stated his architecture was mid to high rises in the 1920’s with him not finding any homes by that architect
anywhere. Ms. Good stated the question is to whether the Commission would request an HAIS or not and if this is
the only example of his work in the Village. She then referred to the willow tree and asked about its condition. Mr.
Frank responded it is at the southeast corner of the lot and would not be impacted by the construction. He stated
the home’s construction to the south made it more perilous due to the excavation of that site. Mr. Frank noted
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they would not build further out than the existing home and the tree would be untouched by them. Ms. Good
asked if there would be any issues with the bluff in connection with the construction. Mr. Frank stated there are
boulders at the base of the bluff which protect it and they would not do any work near the bluff. Mr. Marx
referred the Commission to the site plan to identify the location of the tree and the new home’s siting. Mr. Weaver
stated the tree is an Indian marker tree. Ms. Good stated the tree was listed as a location of a significant event
from the Historical Society.
Mr. Enck asked what are the plans are for the home’s size in terms of its size, scale, etc. Mr. Frank responded the
home would be a shingle style home measuring 6,500 square feet on two floors with a detached garage to the
west. He noted a 12,000 square foot home could be built on the property and the home would be similar in size
and scale to the existing home. Mr. Weaver asked if there would be a deep basement. Mr. Frank responded it
would be 9.5 feet deep. Mr. Enck asked if consideration given to saving the home or only to demolish the home.
Mr. Frank stated it is evident in walking through the home that it decayed to the point of not being salvageable. He
stated there was an independent voice as to the condition of the home from the contractors. Mr. McDonough
stated they saw the home strictly as a tear down by the listing agent along with the existing condition of the home.
He confirmed they never entertained a renovation or total gut job for the home.
Chairperson Holland commented a great job was done advising them of the home’s poor condition but the
Commission’s job is to look at any historic value of the home they want to preserve for the Village. She stated it is
fascinating that there was an Indian meeting at the tree and the applicant has the right to demolish the home but
there were important people who were lived in the home. Chairperson Holland stated once the home is gone, it is
gone and it is their job to document the home for the Village. She commented it would be a loss to the community
if there was not some documentation as to who lived in the home as well as the tree which is what an HAIS
documented. Chairperson Holland asked if there was any other comment. Mr. Enck asked if consideration was
given to deconstruction and recycling of the home to divert portions of it to the landfill. Mr. Frank responded they
did plan to repurpose some of the home’s elements depending on the timing. Mr. Bonarovich informed the
Commission he is working with a salvage company to determine which materials can be reused and repurposed
and indicated they found a new home for the tile roof.
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments. Ms. Papoutsis asked if there was consideration of having
an HAIS for the home and given the timing, if there is a way to do an abbreviated history of the home with photos.
Ms. Good asked if they could grant the demolition permit with the caveat that they received a completed HAIS
after the demolition by a certain date. Chairperson Holland stated they would have to have legal approval and they
cannot make approvals to accommodate a time schedule. She stated they have to either ask for an HAIS which
would satisfy the history of the property and then stated if they are concerned with the time schedule, they would
vote against it. She then referred to the narrow lane accessing the property and questioned how the construction
would impact other neighbors. Mr. Frank responded they would use the 20 foot wide easement lane. He also
stated the home to the south was built at 7,000 square feet where construction took place amicably and there
would be no negative impact to the lane. Mr. McDonough added they have been in communication with the next
door neighbors who are aware of the construction and are in agreement with sharing a lane with them.
Mr. Enck stated he assumed this request would be a slam dunk for an HAIS given the Historical Society’s comments
regarding the history of the home which is one of a number of dwindling historic lakefront homes frequently
coming to the Commission. He stated while he is sympathetic to the schedule, truncating the process would set a
dangerous precedent for others along with their ordinance which is already weak. Mr. Frank stated a precedent
would not be set and Covid-19 occurred when the request was submitted. He agreed the Village staff does a great
job but the request was submitted at the worst moment in history. Mr. Frank also stated he had no problem in
doing the HAIS but they would like to get approval for the demolition.
Chairperson Holland stated the ordinance gives the Commission the right to ask for an HAIS. She stated as to the
demolition permit, the Community Development Department would determine if the applicant did not get a fair
shake due to the pandemic. Mr. Frank again asked for consideration for the issue resulting from an unfortunate set
of circumstances. Mr. Weaver stated the issue should be taken up with the Community Development Department
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and the Commission cannot consider it. Ms. Good stated Mr. Enck’s point is well taken and would set a precedent
and there are many other reasons applicants ask for extensions and it is important for all the reasons stated.
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Frank and Mr. McDonough if they feel the Commission has given them the time
and effort for this conversation and they understand the Commission’s position. She commented the applicant did
a wonderful job in terms of the home’s description that it should be demolished but the Commission has to look at
the home’s historic value. Mr. Frank stated he has worked in the Village for 30 years and the HAIS would be at the
Community Development Department tomorrow morning. Chairperson Holland responded the Commission has
never been presented with that before. Mr. Frank responded the HAIS is done. Chairperson Holland stated the
Commission looks forward to seeing it if the Commission voted to recommend an HAIS. She then asked for a
motion to enter findings that the demolition application affects a building or property that has sufficient
architectural or historical significance to warrant conducting an HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit. A
vote was taken in accordance with Chairperson Holland’s statement.
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Chairperson Holland then stated the Commission shall require an HAIS for any demolition application that meets
any of the following criteria: (i) the property or structures have been designated a landmark; (ii) the property or
structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structures Survey; (iii) the property or structures
have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places; and (iv) the property or structures have sufficient
architectural or historic merit to warrant a full HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
A vote was taken of the Commission Members as to their agreement with Chairperson Holland’s statement:
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Mr. Frank informed the Commission the HAIS made no mention of the tree.
Mr. Schoon asked the applicant if they felt there were any technical issues that impacted their ability to present
their case in a virtual setting. Mr. Frank and Mr. McDonough confirmed there was no impediment. Ms. Papoutsis
and Ms. Good stated a motion was never officially made.
Mr. Weaver moved to request an HAIS for 141 Sheridan Road. Ms. Good seconded the motion. A vote was taken
and the motion unanimously passed:
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
Mr. Marx asked if another motion is needed for the second statement. Chairperson Holland stated if the
Commission found that the HAIS is warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community Development and the
application did not meet criteria nos. 1-3 but it met criteria no. 4 of Section 15.52.040. Mr. Marx confirmed the
vote was on the request for the HAIS.
Other Business.
a.
August 3, 2020 Meeting - Quorum check.
The Commission Members discussed their availability.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Chairperson Holland asked if there was any public comment. Mr. Norkus confirmed there are no members of the
public present to comment. Ms. Papoutsis commented on the real estate agent which showed the property to the
applicant as a tear down and the Commission should suggest on their lists of suggestions and referred to people
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who purchase properties not being aware that the property may be significant and should not be categorized as
vacant land. Chairperson Holland informed the Commission she and Ms. Good spoke about meeting with realtors
prior to Covid-19 and referred to the Russell Walcott home.
ADJOURNMENT:
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Enck moved to adjourn the meeting and the motion was
seconded. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed:
AYES:
Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver
NAYS:
None
NON-VOTING: Coladarci
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Antionette Johnson
Recording Secretary

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 28, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-13-LPC: 141 SHERIDAN ROAD – HISTORICAL AND
ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY

INTRODUCTION
INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date
Requested Commission Action

August 3, 2020
Determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether
the proposed demolition will result either in the loss of a
building or structure that is of historic or architectural
significance or in the significant alteration of the
architectural character of the immediate neighborhood.
Architectural July 6, 2020, by a vote of 5-0 required submittal of an HAIS.

Preliminary Historical and
Review
Property Address
141 Sheridan Road
Property Owner
Land Trust #8002381727
Application Submitted by
H. Gary Frank (Architect)
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within Completed
250 feet
Public Comments as Date of Memo
None
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size
Location
Improvements
Zoning
Surrounding Zoning
PROPERTY HISTORY
Constructed
Additional Construction Activity
Winnetka Historical Society
• Historical Significance

0.95 acres
East side of Sheridan Road between Winnetka Avenue and
Fuller Lane
Single-family residence with attached garage
R-2 Single Family Residential
R-2 Single Family Residential
See Attachment A, HAIS report
See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History
See Attachment E, WHS Report
1923
1928 - Addition
•

Prominent Residents
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Leslie L. Cooke, founder of LL Cooke School of
Electricity, former president of the Chicago
Engineering Works, and board member of Hadley
School for the Blind.
• John A. Dawson, inventor
• Dr. Robert Cavallino, prominent Winnetka
radiologist
Architect - E.G. Oldefest
Accomplished architect of Oldefest & Williams who
designed LaSalle Towers, the Cass Hotel, and the
Delaware Apartments in the city of Chicago during
the 1920’s
•

•

Architectural Significance

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes
on Same Block (either side of the right-ofway block face and/or along the alley)
Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction
Activity

•

One permit for a new single family residence on the same
block as the Subject Property, at 139 Sheridan Road. The
construction is nearing completion.
When the LPC has completed its review of the demolition
application for the Subject Property, the Director will
determine if a delay is necessary to prevent undue
congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood.

COMMISSION REVIEW
In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:
a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing
Section 15.52.050;
b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comment of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact
determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.
Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the
Applicant’s filing of a complete application.
If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make of the two
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition:
Demolition Without Delay
I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 141
Sheridan Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the proposed demolition
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will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village
as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood.
Based upon these finding, the demolition may proceed without a delay.
Delay of Demolition
I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 141
Sheridan Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the building or structure is
considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the
following standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards
should be included in the motion]:
(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time
built or historic associations;
(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a
change or a series of changes in the original structure;
(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building
type once common in the Village;
(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction
technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or
counterpart; or
(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic
Places.
The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the
structure:
1. [Commission member to fill in]
2. __________________________________________________________________Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include:
1. [Commission member to fill in].
The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred
fifty (250) feet of the subject property.
Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in
order to explore alternatives to total demolition.
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ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A: HAIS
Attachment B: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E: Historical Society Research
Attachment F: Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT A

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS):
THE LESLIE L. AND KATHLEEN COOKE HOUSE AT 141 SHERIDAN RD.
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS
Built 1923; expanded 1928
Architects Oldefest and Williams (Edward G. Oldefest and Theodore S. Williams)

HAIS PREPARED BY:
Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D.
Guarino Historic Resources Documentation
844 Home Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60304
708.386.1142
guarinojl@gmail.com
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on July 8, 2020.
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Synopsis of Findings of Significance
The Cooke House at 141 Sheridan Road in Winnetka does not possess historic significance at a
local, statewide, or national level. Its pre-1970 owners were researched through a variety of
sources; although respected in their fields, neither individual was found to merit individual
distinction. No information was found relating the house to an historic event. The Cooke House
does not exemplify a specific architectural style, nor does it embody elements of design, detail,
material, or craftsmanship of exceptional quality. However, the house does have statewide
architectural significance as a design by Oldefest and Williams (Edward G. Oldefest and
Theodore S. Williams), a Chicago-based firm active in the 1920s that specialized in low-rise
commercial buildings and high rise “apartment hotels.” Their buildings—often sheathed or
detailed in terra with profuse ornament—contribute to the fabric of commercial streetscapes in
neighborhoods throughout Chicago, and in the central business district.
Ownership history of the 141 Sheridan Road parcel
Property Owner Name
Leslie L. and Bernice Cooke/
Leslie L. Cooke Estate
John A. and Annie Dawson
Dr. Robert P. and Patricia Cavallino
Chicago Title Land Trust

Period of Ownership
1923 to 1953
1953 to 1978
1978 to 2020
Current Owner

The historic owners of this property were identified through a range of sources, including
building permits, contemporary newspaper articles, phone directories, and documentation in the
building file for 141 Sheridan Road at the Winnetka Village Hall. Biographical information on
the historic (pre-1970) owners of this property is shown below.
Leslie L. and Kathleen Cooke
Leslie L. Cooke (1879-1946) was born on October 5, 1879 in Pennsylvania, the son of Ezekiel T.
and Marion L. Cooke. The family moved to Chicago in the early 1880s, and Leslie later
graduated from Purdue University. In 1910, he lived with his parents, two brothers, and his sister
at 548 Arlington Place in Chicago. Both Leslie and his father identified their occupations in the
U.S. Census from that year as “manager trade school.”1 In 1918, Leslie resided at 2630 Lake
View Avenue in Chicago with his widowed mother and his sister. He identified his occupation as
“President, Coyne Trade and Engineering School, 39 E. Illinois Street,” on his World War I draft
registration form for that year.2 Coyne was established in Chicago in 1899 by a B.W. Cooke,
who may have been an uncle. It was a training school for the electrical professions, variously
located at 1300 W. Harrison Street (early 1920s) and 500 S. Paulina Street (by 1930). The

1
2

U.S. Census for 1910. Source: Ancestry.com.
World War One Draft Registration Card for Leslie Lyman Cooke, dated September 12, 1918.
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Cooke House, 141 Sheridan Rd., Winnetka
Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian
Submitted July 8, 2020
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website for Coyne College, a successor to the electrical school, states
that, “The Cooke family operated Coyne for more than 50 years.”3
The 40-year-old Leslie Cooke married Katherine B. Hogue, age 23, on
June 2, 1920. Katherine was commonly known by her middle name,
Bernice. She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Warner Hogue of
6052 Ingleside Avenue.4 The couple initially lived at 425 Briar Place in
Chicago prior to hiring the architecture firm Oldefest and Williams in
1923 to design a house on their newly acquired lakefront property in
Winnetka. The couple raised their four children in this house: Leslie Jr.
(b. 1923), Thomas W. (b. 1926), James (b. 1930), and Beverly Kathleen
(b. 1934). A 28-year-old cook named Marie James resided with the
family in 1930.5
During the 1920s, Leslie Cooke established the L.L. Cooke School of
Electricity in Chicago, which offered a correspondence
course on electrical theory and practice. The school was housed in an
industrial building at 2150 W. Lawrence Avenue, next to a building that
Leslie Cooke. Source:
housed the Chicago Engineering Works (2154 W. Lawrence), a
6
Chicago Tribune, Dec. 16, 1939.
manufacturing company headed by Cooke. It is likely that the school
was established in 1927, the year in which display advertisements first appeared in trade
journals, such as Popular Mechanics, and in the popular press. The L.L. Cooke School of
Electricity later became a division of the Industrial Training Institute.
Leslie Cooke was a member of male-only Bob O’ Link Golf Course in Highland Park, and in
1939 he was elected president of the Western Golf Association. He was also a member of the
board of the United States Golf Association and on the board of the Hadley School for the Blind.
He belonged to the Exmoor County Club and the Chicago Athletic Club.7 Cooke’s World War II
draft registration card, dated April 27, 1942, indicated that he was retired at that time. Leslie and
Bernice Cooke’s oldest son, Leslie Jr., served in five major engagements with the marine corps
in the Pacific and was wounded at Iwo Jima.
Leslie Cooke Sr. died on June 4, 1946 at the age of 66. His estate was valued at $1,564.634.8
His obituary in the Winnetka Talk stated that, “Mr. Cooke was extremely interested in preColombia and Aztec antiquity. At the present time, his collection is on exhibit at new Trier High
School.”9 Cooke’s wife, Bernice, married Philip McNulty of Chicago on July 27, 1948. They

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Source: https://www.coynecollege.edu/about-coyne/ (Accessed July 2, 2020).
“News of Chicago Society,” Chicago Tribune (June 6, 1920).
U.S. Census for 1930 and 1940. Source: Ancestry.com.
“Leslie L. Cooke,” Chicago Tribune (June 5, 1946); “Leslie L. Cooke,” Winnetka Talk (June 13, 1946).
Ibid.
“1,564,643 Cooke Estate Pays Out $627,117 in taxes,” Chicago Tribune (May 7, 1947).
“Leslie L. Cooke,” Winnetka Talk (June 13, 1946).
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divorced in September of the same year, and then re-married in December 1949.10 The couple
resided in the house at 141 Sheridan and it appears that Bernice Cooke did not take her new
husband’s name. She sold the house in July 1953 to John Dawson for $82,500 and moved to
1550 North State Parkway in Chicago. 11

John A. and Annie Dawson
John A. Dawson (1904-1979) was raised in Chicago, the son of John H. and Ida L. Dawson. He
resided with his family at 5434-36 Winthrop Avenue in 1910, and at 4869 Kenmore in 1920.12
He founded John A. Dawson & Co. in 1931, with a brokerage office at 1 N. LaSalle Street.13
Annie Joe (Howel) Dawson (1905-2000) was born in Fort Worth, Texas, and lived all her adult
life on the Chicago’s North Shore, in Evanston Wilmette, and Winnetka. She was the only
daughter of the president of the Orange Crush Company.14 John and Annie Dawson both
graduated from Northwestern University, where they might have met. They were married on
March 15, 1934, and initially lived in a house at 1108 Asbury in Evanston.15 The couple had
three children: Anne (b. 1936), Mary (b. 1938), and John H. (b. 1945).
10

“Other Romantic News,” Chicago Tribune (July 26, 1948); “McNultys Remarried,” Chicago Tribune
(December 30, 1949).
11
Chicago Tribune (July 11, 1953).
12
U.S. Census for 1910 and 1920. Source: Ancestry.com.
13
George Gunset, “History Repeating Itself at 1 N. LaSalle,” Chicago Tribune (November 14, 1972).
14
“Annie Joe Howel Dawson,” Chicago Tribune (April 7, 2000).
15
Cook County marriage license and U.S. Census for 1940. Source: Ancestry.com.
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John and Annie Dawn had been married for twenty years when they purchased the Cooke House
at 141 Sheridan Road in July 1953. A contemporary writer notes that throughout those years the
couple had searched for “just the right place with riparian rights. They wanted a house adequate
to a family’s needs and one with a view of the lake—their own beach line, if possible.”16 They
initiated unspecified renovation work immediately after their purchase, and in December 1953
hosted a party at their house for the workmen involved.
Over the course of his career, John A. Dawson
became a prominent Chicago investor and he
served as a member of the Midwest Stock
Exchange between 1950 and 1971. A 1966
Chicago Tribune article noted that his firm “was
one of the earliest dealers in mutual funds and
represents most of the major funds today.”17
Dawson was also leader in the American Baptist
Church, serving in various high-ranking
capacities as a lay person, such as president of the
Chicago Baptist Association, the American
Baptist Convention, and the North Shore Baptist
Church at 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue in
Chicago. In 1962, Dawson was appointed world
chairman of the Men’s Department of the Baptist
World Alliance, and he became a member of the
Chicago Crime Commission in the same year. He
also participated on boards of various American
Baptist schools and institutions, such as the
Baptist Theological Union of the University of
Chicago.18
The Dawson house at 141 Sheridan Road was the John and Annie Dawson at the front entrance of their
home at 141 Sheridan Rd. Source: Chicago Tribune,
scene of a drinking party on the evening of
December 17, 1953.
November 19, 1962 that preceded a car crash
involving nine New Trier students, one of whom
died. John H. Dawson, age 17, was the driver. He was seriously injured but recovered. His
parents were not home at the time of the party and the younger Dawson was driving his father’s
car without permission. In January 1963, the state’s attorney’s office recommended that the

16

Genevieve Flavin, “Remodel Home to Tally with Dawson Dream,” Chicago Tribune (December 17, 1953).
“Dawson & Co. to mark 35th Business Year,” Chicago Tribune (January 27, 1966).
18
“Baptist Laymen Call Chicagoan For Speaker,” The Pantagraph (Bloomington, Illinois) (October 19,
1962); “John A. Dawson dies; investor, Baptist leader,” Chicago Tribune (October 21, 1979).
17
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younger Dawson be charged only with driving with a suspended license, rather than reckless
homicide.19
John A. Dawson retired in 1971 and closed his brokerage office at One N. LaSalle Street. The
following year, his 27-year-old son, John H., founded his own brokerage office in the same
building. John and Annie Dawson sold their house at 141 Sheridan Road in 1978 to Dr. Robert
Cavallino and his wife, Patricia. The Dawsons moved to a house at 1025 N. Sheridan Road in
Wilmette. John Dawson died in October 1979 at the age of 75.
Annie Dawson taught Sunday school at the North Shore Baptist Church for sixty years. In 1982,
she was honored by the Central Baptist Children’s Home for her work in raising more than
$250,000 over the years, through sales of kiln-fired ceramic and porcelain figurines that she
made in her basement. She died in 2000 at the age of 94 at the Presbyterian Home in Evanston.20
Dr. Robert P. and Patricia Cavallino
Dr. Robert Cavallino graduated from Tufts University in 1959. He served in the 1980s as
Chairman of Illinois Masonic Hospital’s Department of Radiology. No information was found on
Patricia Cavallino.

19

“Seeks $30,000 for Daughter’s Death in Crash,” Chicago Tribune (December 20, 1962); “Cut Charges in
Winnetka Crash Death,” Chicago Tribune (January 17, 1963).
20
“Annie Joe Howel Dawson,” Chicago Tribune (April 7, 2000).
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Narrative Description of the Cooke House
P.I.N.: 05-22-100-053-0000
Legal Description for 141 Sheridan Road:
Lot 2 in Dawsonia being John A. Dawson’s Resubdivision of Lots 1, 2, and the southeasterly 25
feet of Lot 3 (as measured along the southwesterly line of said Lot 3) in R. Williamson’s
Sheridan Road Resubdivision in Fractional Sections 21 and 22, Township 42 North, Range 13
East of the Third Principal Meridian except that part of said Lot 2 lying southeasterly of the
extension to the north east of the northwesterly line Lot 4 in Dawsonia, in Cook County, Illinois.
Construction Date: 1923
The two building permits for the house at 141 Sheridan Road found in the Village of Winnetka’s
files are listed below. Copies of both permits are attached to the end of this report.
Permit Date
06-23-1923

Owner
Leslie L. Cooke

12-4-1928

Leslie L. Cook

Action
Build 2 story brick & stucco residence,
garage attached
Tile and brick and stucco addition to
residence

Architect
T.S. Williamson & E.G.
Oldefest
F. Hodgdon

House Description:
The Cooke House is located on the 100 block of Sheridan Road in Winnetka, which is just north
of the Village’s boundary line with Kenilworth. The property is about one acre in size and
measures 106 feet across its eastern boundary and 121.95 feet across its western boundary. 21 It is
accessed via an asphalt private drive that extends eastward from Sheridan and then curves north,
becoming a circular driveway in front of the house. The Cooke House is not visible from the
public right-of-way as it is set back nearly 300 feet from Sheridan Road and is fronted by another
large house (143 Sheridan Road) and its surrounding trees/foliage. There is a flagstone patio and
grassy yard behind the house, which is situated upon a bluff that is about 40 feet above lake
level.
The two-story Cooke House faces southwest and was built in two phases: 1923 (original, sidegable central block with flat-roofed wings) and 1928 (two-story front-gable attached garage with
servants’ quarters). The house and garage wing are sheathed in stucco; roofs are covered with
flat orange-colored clay tiles. The roof of the central block has two stucco-covered chimneys—
one at either gable end—as well as deep overhanging eaves with wood soffits and decorative
scrolled brackets. Fenestration is comprised of vinyl casement windows that are arranged alone,
in pairs, or in strips of three or four.
Measurements were obtained from a plat of survey created by Gremley & Biedermann, Chicago, dated
February 28, 2019.
21
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The symmetrical front (west) façade of the house’s main block has a centrally placed roundarched entrance with stone surround and a wood door with a large arched glass pane that is
fronted by a decorative iron grille. The entrance is approached by four stone steps and flanked on
each side by a decorative iron sconce and a pair of multi-paned wood doors with stone
surrounds. Directly above the main entrance is pair of casement windows with stone balconette
flanked on each side by a group of three casements. The front façade’s south wing has a pair of
multi-paned wood doors on the first floor and a strip of casements on the second floor. Its north
wing has a round-arched wood door with adjacent lantern sconce and two casements on the first
floor, and three casements on the second floor.
The symmetrical rear (east) façade of the house’s main block has a multi-paned wood door
topped by a canopy with two large decorative scrolled brackets. A decorative iron light sconce is
adjacent to this entrance, which is flanked on each side by a three-sided bay window. Directly
above the rear entrance is a Palladian window flanked on each side by two pairs of casements.
The rear façade’s south wing has one window on the first floor and a strip of five windows on
the second floor. A gable-roofed screened-in porch extends from the rear façade’s north wing;
the second floor of this wing has three casements.
The north facade of the house has a pair of casements on the first floor and two casements on the
second floor. The south façade of the house has three pairs of tall, multi-paned doors on the first
floor and a series of casements on the second floor.
The front (west) façade of the attached two-car garage has an overhead metal door on the first
floor, two casements on the second floor, and a pediment at the roofline. Its south façade has a
wood service door and one casement on the first floor, and two casements on the second floor.
Its north façade has a group of three casements on the first floor and two casements on the
second floor. Its rear (east) façade has a wood service door and a group of three casements on the
first floor, one casement on the second floor, and cornice returns at the roofline. A flight of
concrete steps against the rear façade of the garage descends to a basement door.
The interior of the Cooke House features a central hall plan and a total of six rooms: a living
room, library, dining room, kitchen, powder room, and screened-in porch. The entrances to most
first floor spaces have round-arch openings. The central hall has a staircase with wood treads and
risers and simple thin, turned metal railings. The south wall of the living room has a central
fireplace with veined marble surround and a wood mantle painted white with Classical detailing.
It is flanked by a round-arched built-in bookcase on one side, and round-arched wood double
doors that open onto the library on the other. The south wing library features parquet flooring,
wood paneled walls with round-arch built-in bookcases, and two Classical pilasters on the north
wall flanking the fireplace, which has a marble surround with Classical detailing. The west half
of the dining room has wood wainscoting painted white and round-arch china cabinets on its
north wall. The north wing kitchen opens onto the screened in porch and to stairways leading to
the garage and the servants’ quarters above.
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The second floor has central stair hall; four bedrooms and two full bathrooms in the main block;
a sleeping porch in the south wing; one large bedroom in the north wing; and two servant’s
bedrooms, two full bathrooms, and two hallways in the garage wing.
Walls on both the first and second floors are mainly finished in plaster, except for the bathrooms,
where some walls are partially covered with ceramic tile, and the library, which has woodpaneled walls. Bedroom walls are covered with wallpaper. Ceilings are finished in plaster.
Hardwood flooring is used throughout the house, except in the front vestibule, entrance hall, the
east half of the dining room, kitchen, and bathrooms, which have different types of tile flooring.
Wall-to-wall carpeting covers the hardwood in the bedrooms. Most rooms throughout the house
have simple, unadorned wood baseboard and ceiling molding, as well as equally simple wood
door and window casings, all painted white. Wood paneled interior doors are also painted white.
The screened-in porch has wood ceilings. The basement is unfinished and has a series of rooms
with concrete flooring and tile walls.
Integrity:
The exterior of the Cooke House has fair integrity, as its original windows were removed at an
unknown date. Exterior photos from two historic real estate listing sheets for the house show
multi-paned windows in various openings, some of which also have horizontal lines across the
middle, indicating that they were originally double-hung, rather than casements. Both photos
show that the flat-roofed side wings formerly had balustrades, which have also been removed.
However, the house retains its original stucco sheathing, front door, light sconces, and detailing,
such as the stone door surrounds on the front façade and scrolled wood brackets beneath the
eaves of the central block. The flat clay roofing tiles appear to be original.
The interior has very good overall integrity, retaining its original plan, hardwood flooring, plaster
wall and ceiling finishes, center hall and side staircases, modest moldings, and wood paneled
interior doors. Other original elements include its fireplaces and built-in bookcases (living room
and library), built-in china cabinets (dining room), and the library’s parquet flooring and wood
paneled walls. The primary interior changes include remodeling of the kitchen and the bathroom
on the second floor of the north wing.
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Architects Edward G. Oldefest and Theodore S. Williams
The Cooke House at 141 Sheridan Road was designed by the
Chicago architecture firm of Oldefest and Williams, headed
by partners Edward G. Oldefest and Theodore S. Williams.
Edward Oldefest (1883-1949) was born on April 27, 1883 in
Moline, Illinois, the son of George and Minna Oldefest. He
attended Moline High School and received a degree in
architectural engineering from the University of Illinois in
1906.22 Oldefest then moved to Chicago, where he obtained
a position with the noted firm of Marshall & Fox.23 During
the 1910s, he formed a partnership with Donald W. Beck,
known as Oldefest and Beck, with offices in the People’s
Gas building at Michigan Avenue and Adams streets in
Chicago’s Loop.
Theodore Williams (1889-1948) was born on December 16,
1889 in London. He immigrated to the U.S. in 1908. In 1910
he lived as a lodger in a building on East 69th Place in
1211 S. LaSalle Street apartment building
Chicago.24 No information was found on his educational
designed by Oldefest & Williams, 1929.
background or architectural training. According to his World
War One draft registration card, dated June 5, 1917, Williams lived at 835 Leland Avenue at that
time and worked as a self-employed architect, with an office at 234 S. LaSalle Street. He served
with an engineering unit in World War I.25 The 30-year-old Williams married Irma Larson, age
21, on March 27, 1920. The couple lived at various addresses in Evanston over the next quarter
century.
By 1922, Theodore Williams had formed a partnership with William Whitney, known as
Whitney and Williams. In that year, the firm designed the first eight houses of a 45-acre tract in
Winnetka and had drawn plans for 20 more. The tract, known as Winnetka Manor, was bounded
by Oak, Willow, Hibbard and Glendale streets. An article on the project noted that, “No
bungalows will be permitted and residences must cost more than $10,000.”26 Other projects by
Whitney and Williams include a distinctive one-story “motor laundry” built at a cost of $100,000
at the northwest corner of Glenlake and Broadway in Chicago (demolished), the utilitarian
function of which was disguised by abundant decorative detailing.27 The firm also designed a
massive 4,500-seat theater building at the northwest corner of Howard and Marshfield streets at a
cost of $3 million, which is extant.28

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

“Death Occurs for Architect,” The Rock Island Argus (January 21, 1949).
The Dispatch (Moline), September 30, 1908.
U.S. Census for 1910. Source: Ancestry.com.
“Theodore S. Williams,” Chicago Tribune (September 8, 1948).
Al Chase, “New Winnetka Subdivision is put on Market,” Chicago Tribune (October 10, 1922).
“Putting Pep Into Small Buildings,” Chicago Tribune (June 4, 1922).
“More Amusement for Uptown Chicago,” Chicago Tribune (December 4, 1921).
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Edward Oldefest and Theodore Williams established their firm in 1923 through a partnership
swap: the former partners of both men—Donald Beck and William Whitney—formed their own
firm the same year.29 Oldefest and Williams received many commissions during the 1920s, a
decade in which they specialized in the construction of high rise “apartment hotels” in downtown
Chicago as well as low-rise commercial buildings with retail storefronts and offices above. Such
buildings were typically sheathed in brick and/or terra cotta and featured detailing in a variety of
architectural styles, such as English Gothic, Tudor, and Baroque. Oldefest and Williams
designed their apartment buildings with units of varying sizes. Some of these buildings featured
one-room units with kitchenettes that were intended for either bachelors or single women. One
article titled, “Bachelor Maids to Have $125,000 Hotel on Winthrop Avenue,” noted:
Harold P. Lynch, who operates the Sherwil bachelor hotel at Sheridan and Wilson,
believes the unmarried ladies aren’t having a fair deal in the bachelor hotel building
development of Chicago. He had plans drawn by Oldefest & Williams for a $125,000
four-story hotel for unmarried males, to be known as the Wintrop hotel, at 5530 Winthrop
avenue. Then he changed his mind and decided he would operate it as a hotel for
unmarried women. It will have a lounging and reading room, with fireplace. There’ll be
seventy-five guest rooms.30

Low-rise retail/commercial buildings designed by
Oldefest and Williams were typically located at
prominent intersections in Chicago’s outlying
neighborhoods. Many of these buildings were
entirely sheathed in terra cotta, a popular building
material that allowed for exuberant decorative
possibilities. These include two buildings on West
Devon Avenue—the Campbell-Devon Building
(2501-05) and the North Town Recreation Building
(2519-29)—which feature highly ornate
ornamentation in the Baroque Revival style.
Drawings of Oldefest and Williams-designed
Oldefest and Williams-designed building on the 2500
buildings were regularly published and written
block of West Devon Ave., Chicago.
about in the Chicago Tribune.
Many Oldefest and Williams-designed buildings in Chicago are extant and they contribute to the
fabric of neighborhood commercial streetscapes in Chicago. Representative examples of their
work include:
•
•
•
•
29
30

18-story apartment building at 1211 N. LaSalle Street (1929)
10-story apartment building at 1036 N. Dearborn (1924)
4-story apartment building at 5530 Winthrop Avenue (1923)
16-story apartment building at 211 East Delaware Place (1926)
“News of the Architects,” Chicago Tribune (October 7, 1923).
“Bachelor Maids to Have $125,000 Hotel on Winthrop Avenue,” Chicago Tribune (December 2, 1923).
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•
•
•
•
•

10-story apartment building at the southwest corner of Hazel avenue and Buena Park
terrace (1927; razed)
8-story apartment building at 5820 Kenmore avenue in Edgewater (1928)
3-story retail/office building at the southeast corner of Milwaukee and Agatite avenues
(1929)
2-story commercial building in 7445-7453 South Cottage Grove Avenue.
House at 1132 Ash in Winnetka (1926)

Outside Illinois, Oldefest and Williams designed the massive, nine-story Alex Johnson Hotel in
Rapid City, South Dakota, commissioned by its namesake, who was the Vice President of the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad. Construction began in 1927—the day before work began on
Mount Rushmore—and it was intended to accommodate the anticipated influx of tourists visiting
the monument and the surrounding landscape of the Black Hills.31 The recently renovated hotel
has been a visual landmark in Rapid City since its completion in 1928 and it was featured in the
1959 Alfred Hitchcock movie, “North by Northwest.”

Exterior and interior view of the Oldefest and Williams-designed Alex Johnson Hotel in Rapid City, South Dakota.

Oldefest and Williams dissolved their firm at some point during the Depression of the 1930s, and
both men then practiced independently. Theodore Williams served as an architect for William G.
Ruggles Associates, an Evanston-based residential developer, in the late 1930s. Projects for this
company in 1937 included the design of 14 modest houses in Peoria’s Forest Hills Subdivision,
priced from $7,500 to $8,000, and twelve houses on the North Shore: four in Wilmette, four in
Niles Center, three in Evanston, and one in Northfield, with prices ranging from $8,000 to
$25,000.32 Theodore Williams died in 1948 at the age of 58.

“Plans Approved for Big Hotel Project at Rapid,” The Daily Deadwood Pioneer-Times (South Dakota)
(May 19, 1927); “New Rapid City Hotel of Imposing Architecture,” Argus-Leader (Sioux Falls) (July 2, 1927).
32
“Evanston Firm Starts Building Homes in Peoria,” Chicago Tribune (January 10, 1937); “Begin $200,000
Program,” Chicago Tribune (January 31, 1937).
31
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Oldefest worked as an architect in Moline from 1940-42 and then became Chicago architect for
the Socony Vacuum company.33 He died in 1949 at the age of 65.
Landmark Status of the Property
The Cooke House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic district.
It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National Register
Historic District. It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in the early
1970s.
Evaluation of Historic Significance
The house does not possess historic significance at a local, statewide, or national level. The
historic (pre-1970) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, including
the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the newspapers.com database; the book titled,
Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years; and the Winnetka Historical Society’s
files. None of the owners were found to merit individual distinction. Although Leslie Cooke and
John Dawson were both well-respected in their fields, it is not evident that either of them was an
important person in national, state, or local history. No information was found relating the house
to an historic event.
Evaluation of Architectural Significance
The Cooke House does not exemplify a specific architectural style, nor does it embody elements
of design, detail, material, or craftsmanship of exceptional quality. The house features an eclectic
array of stylistic features, including Spanish Mediterranean (stucco cladding; two round-arched
doors, one with decorative iron grille; stone balconette; three decorative iron sconces); Italian
Renaissance (overhanging eaves with scrolled brackets, multi-paned paired doors, flat clay
roofing tiles); Colonial Revival (main block with wings, side-gable roof; symmetrical elevations;
Palladian window; bay windows); and Neoclassical (garage pediment). It does not display the
more distinctive visual features of any of those styles. Historic photos indicate that the house
originally had more of a Colonial Revival flavor, with roof balustrades over the side wings and
multi-paned windows, some of which appear to have been double-hung. (See two photos
attached to the end of this report.)
However, the house does have statewide architectural significance as an unusual residential
design by Oldefest and Williams (Edward G. Oldefest and Theodore S. Williams), a Chicagobased firm active in the 1920s that specialized in low-rise commercial buildings and high rise
“apartment hotels.” Their buildings—often sheathed or detailed in terra with profuse ornament in
a variety of architectural styles—contribute to the fabric of commercial streetscapes in
neighborhoods throughout Chicago, and in the central business district. Some of these buildings
appear as visual landmarks in their surroundings due to their siting at prominent locations, such
as the intersections of busy thoroughfares.
33

“Death Occurs for Architect,” The Rock Island Argus (January 21, 1949).
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Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact
The Cooke House at 141 Sheridan Road is located on the east side of this thoroughfare, on the
first block north of Winnetka’s boundary line with Kenilworth. The character of the east side of
Sheridan Road is very different from that of the west side. On the east side, homes are accessed
via long private drives and generally situated on deep and expansive lots that stretch to the bluff
overlooking Lake Michigan. As a result, houses are generally set back over 200 feet from
Sheridan Road and barely visible, or not visible at all, from the public right-of-way. The lots on
the west side are not nearly as deep and the houses upon them are set much closer to Sheridan
Road and display similar setbacks. However, many of these houses are also barely visible from
the public right-of-way due to stone walls and/or extensive foliage.
The Cooke House was built in 1923 near the bluff
on what was then a much larger parcel that
included Sheridan Road frontage. This expansive
property was subdivided by owners John and
Annie Dawson in 1954 into 4 lots, with two on the
east (lake) side and two on the west (Sheridan
Road) side. The northeast parcel occupied by the
Cooke House became Lot 2 of the Dawsonia
Subdivision. One-story Ranch houses were built
on the southeast and southwest parcels (137 and
139 Sheridan) in 1955. The northwest parcel (143
Sheridan) remained vacant until 1997, when a twostory house was erected, blocking views of the
Private driveway from Sheridan Road that provides
Cooke House from Sheridan Road. The 1955
access to the Cooke House, which is not visible. To
Ranch house at 139 Sheridan, located just south of the right and left are the houses at 137 Sheridan and
143 Sheridan, respectively, which face each other.
the Cooke House, was recently razed and a twostory house is currently (July 2020) under
construction. All four of these houses are accessed from Sheridan Road by the same private
drive.
The 100 block of Sheridan Road has no cohesive architectural character; its houses vary greatly
in terms of architectural style, materials, massing, rooflines, construction dates, and setbacks.
(See Attachment C: Neighborhood Character Table.) The block includes eight houses from the
1920s, one from the 1930s, one from the 1940s, four from the 1950s, and five built post-1990.
The houses range from one- to two-and-a-half stories in height and feature a variety of
architectural styles and cladding materials. Architectural styles on display include Colonial
Revival, Tudor Revival, Gothic Revival, Mediterranean, Contemporary, and French
Eclectic/Country. Massing is quite different as well, ranging from smaller-scale Ranch houses to
massive estate houses. Although most houses face Sheridan Road, two of them—the houses at
137 and 143 Sheridan—face each other.
The Cooke House is set back over 200 feet from Sheridan Road, is fronted by another house (143
Sheridan) as well as trees and foliage, and it is not visible from the public right-of-way. It can
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only be seen from its two neighboring houses on the bluff—139 Sheridan and 151 Sheridan—
and from the house to the west, 143 Sheridan. As a result, only those homeowners would know if
the Cooke House was demolished. It does not contribute to a cohesive grouping of houses, since
none were conceived in relation to each other and all display vastly different styles, materials,
massing, rooflines, construction dates and setbacks. Five of the nineteen houses on the 100 block
of Sheridan Road were constructed post-1997. As a result, it is determined that the demolition of
the house at 141 Sheridan Road would not have a negative impact on the existing character of
the neighborhood.
Person Responsible for Performing the Study
Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998,
documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations,
architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has
also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural
firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of
Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect
(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University
Press, 2011).
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Exterior Views, June 2020

Attachment A

Front (west) façade, looking east.

Front façade, looking northeast.
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Attachment A

Exterior Views, June 2020

Front façade balconette.

Secondary entrance on front façade.

Attached garage, looking southeast.

Front entrance and original sconces.

Detail of clay roof tiles.

Rear façade of attached garage, looking west.
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Exterior Views, June 2020

Service door to garage on east façade.

Attachment A

Stairs to basement door on east façade.

Rear (east) façade, looking northwest.
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Exterior Views, June 2020

Rear entrance and flanking bay windows.

Rear entrance with original sconce and canopy.

Attachment A

Palladian window on east façade.

Overhanging eaves and scrolled brackets.

Rear façade, looking northwest toward screened-in porch.
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Attachment B
Interior Views, June 2020

Front entrance with decorative metal grille over round-arched front door.

Front entrance hall, looking southeast.

Living room, looking west.
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Attachment B
Interior Views, June 2020

Living room with doors to library.

Living room fireplace.

Wood paneled library showing fireplace on north wall.
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Attachment B

Interior Views, June 2020

Library, looking southwest.

Library chandelier.

Library parquet floors.

Library fireplace.
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Interior Views, June 2020

View looking north from living room.

Attachment B

Looking northeast toward dining room.

View looking southeast from dining room.

Dining room, looking north.

View looking northeast from dining room.

View looking southwest from breakfast room.
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Attachment B

Interior Views, June 2020

View looking northwest from breakfast room.

Kitchen, looking southeast.

Screened-in porch, looking southwest.

Kitchen, looking northwest.

Secondary entrance to servants’ wing.

Milk box.
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Attachment B

Interior Views, June 2020

Secondary stairway to servant wing.

Garage interior.

Second floor stair hall.

Stairs to attached garage.

Second floor stair hall.

Bedroom 1 (central block).
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Interior views, June 2020

Second floor bathroom 1 (central block).

Bedroom 2 (central block).

Bedroom 3 (central block).

Attachment B

Second floor sleeping porch (south wing).

Second floor bathroom 2 (central block).

Bedroom 4 (central block).
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Interior views, June 2020

Attachment B

Bedroom 5 (north wing).

Second floor hallway to garage wing.

Second floor bathroom 3 (garage wing).

Garage wing stair landing.

Bedroom 6 (garage wing).

Bedroom 7 (garage wing).
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Interior views, June 2020

Second floor bathroom 4 (garage wing).

Attachment B

Hallway to bedrooms in garage wing.

Basement spaces.

Basement space.
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Attachment C
Neighborhood Character Table: 100 block of Sheridan Road
Address
137 Sheridan

Architectural Style

Construction
Date
1955

No. of
stories
1.5

cladding
brick

2020

2

wood

139 Sheridan

Colonial Revival style
Ranch
Under construction

140 Sheridan

Tudor Revival

1925

2

brick

141 Sheridan

1923

2

stucco

143 Sheridan

Eclectic-various stylistic
influences
Neo-Eclectic

1997

2

brick

151 Sheridan

Gothic Revival

1928

2

stone

156 Sheridan

Contemporary Ranch

1955

1

brick

159 Sheridan

Tudor Revival

1921

2.5

160 Sheridan

Not visible

1936

1

unknown

166 Sheridan

Colonial Revival

1949

2

stone and brick

174 Sheridan

French Eclectic

2003

175 Sheridan

Mediterranean

1925

2

stucco

180 Sheridan

Contemporary

1950

2

Stone and stucco

181 Sheridan

Tudor Revival

1927

1

brick

186 Sheridan

Contemporary Ranch

1953

1

190 Sheridan

Colonial Revival

1922

2

wood

191 Sheridan

French Country

1927

1.5

stone

195 Sheridan

Neo-Classical Revival

2014

2

stone

196 Sheridan

Neo-Eclectic

2019 or
2020

2.5

brick and stucco

stone

stone and wood
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Attachment D

Representative houses on the 100 block of Sheridan Road

137 Sheridan Road

143 Sheridan Road

174 Sheridan Road

140 Sheridan Road

151 Sheridan Road

180 Sheridan Road
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Representative houses on the 100 block of Sheridan Road

181 Sheridan Road

Attachment D

186 Sheridan Road

191 Sheridan Road

190 Sheridan Road

196 Sheridan Road
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The 100 block of Sheridan Road, as shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map for Winnetka
(New York: Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, 1938, rev. 1950).
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Undated photos of the Cooke House showing balustrades atop the wings and what appear to be multipaned upper story windows.
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Drawing of Oldefest and Williams-designed commercial building at the northeast corner of Cicero and
Austin (razed). Source: Chicago Tribune, November 17, 1929.

Drawing of Oldefest and Williams-designed commercial building at the southeast corner of Milwaukee
and Agatite avenues, which is extant. Source: Chicago Tribune, June 23, 1929.
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Drawing of Oldefest and Williams-designed apartment building at the southwest corner of Hazel avenue
and Buena Park terrace, which has been razed. Source: Chicago Tribune, July 3, 1927.
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ATTACHMENT D

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JUNE 5, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-14: 141 SHERIDAN ROAD

INTRODUCTION
On July 6, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence located at 141 Sheridan Road. Please return any available information regarding the
architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on
Monday, June 22, 2020. Given the circumstances of social distancing recommendations, a digital reply is
preferred. Please send any replies or questions to my email at cmarx@winnetka.org. I can be reached by
phone at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
6-28-1923

Type
Build and stucco residence, garage attached

Owner
L.L. Cooke

Architect
E.J. Oldefest

12-4-1928

Tile and build and stucco, add to residence

L.L. Cooke

Todd Hodgdou
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Subject Property Photos – June, 2020
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ATTACHMENT E
WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOUSE RESEARCH WORKSHEET
ADDRESS: 141 Sheridan
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1923
CONSTRUCTION TYPE: Stucco
STYLE: Colonial; Mediterranean
OWNERSHIP HISTORY:
OWNER DATES
NAME
OCCUPIED
Leslie L. and
1922/3 –
Kathleen Bernice approx. 1950
Cooke

INFORMATION
ATTACHED
Winnetka
Architectural Survey;
1926 phone book;
previous WHS
research sheet;
Winnetka Talk
obituary

John A. and
Annie Dawson

Approx.
1950 – 1978

Winnetka
Architectural Survey;
Winnetka Talk
obituary; Chicago
Tribune article

Robert and
Patricia Cavallino

1978 – 2019

Winnetka
Architectural Survey;
materials from house
file; Cook County
Assessor; Chicago
Tribune article

SIGNIFICANCE
Leslie Cookie was the founder of
LL Cooke School of Electricity,
former president of the Chicago
Engineering Works, board member
of Hadley School for the Blind;
son married Consuela Cuneo,
millionaire founder of printing
firm; Leslie was a veteran and
fought at Iwo Jima on the Pacific
front in WWII.
John Dawson was the president of
John A. Dawson and co. (an
investment firm at 1 LaSalle in
Chicago), member of the Midwest
Stock Exchange, president of the
Illinois Sons of the Revolution,
member of Chicago Crime
Commission, member of the
British American Trade
Association, president of the
Chicago Baptist Association, 1968
Winnetka Christmas Seal
chairman, and chairman of the
Board of Trustees at Judson
College in Elgin
Dr. Robert Cavallino was the
chairman of Illinois Masonic’s
Department of Radiology;
radiology specialist in Winnetka

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY:
According to an architectural survey performed in the 1980s, a large willow tree on the bluff was used
as a Native American meeting place.
ARCHITECTS:
ARCHITECT NAME

DATE AND DESCRIPTION INFORMATION
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E.J. Oldefest (Likely E.G.
Oldefest, Edward George
Oldefest)

Todd Hodgdou (possibly
Hodgdon?)

OF PROJECT
1923; Build and stucco
residence, garage attached

ATTACHED
Construction News, November
9, 1912; web information on
Edward Oldefest buildings;
National Register building
information; obituary

1928; Tile and build and stucco
added to residence

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:
House files, Cook County Assessor, Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, North Shore phone books,
FindaGrave.com, NPS National Register information database, Google search
Date of Research: June 11, 2020
Our research indicates that 141 Sheridan does have some historical and architectural significance. The
original architect of the house was E.G. Oldefest, an accomplished Cook County architect of Oldefest &
Williams who was also responsible for LaSalle Towers, the Cass Hotel, and the Delaware Apartments in
Chicago in the 1920s (all buildings still standing). In addition, Oldefest was the architect of the Delta Kappa
Epsilon Fraternity House at the University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign, which was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1990. In addition, the house has been home to several prominent Winnetka
residents, including Leslie L. Cooke, founder of LL Cooke School of Electricity, former president of the
Chicago Engineering Works, and board member of Hadley School for the Blind. Other former residents include
John A. Dawson, known investor, and Dr. Robert Cavallino, prominent Winnetka radiologist.
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A NEW INSIDE LOOK
Paul Galloway, CHICAGO TRIBUNE
April 27, 1987

Dr. Harold Friedman peered at the computer screen. ''Well,'' he said,
''this proves conclusively that you have a brain.''
Friedman was engaging in doctor humor as he studied pictures of some of my
most intimate private parts--my cerebrum, my cerebellum, my brain stem and
other things I hadn`t previously had the opportunity to see on a video display
terminal.
I laughed politely. It`s always a good idea to laugh at doctors` jokes.
Friedman was among a number of physicians and technicians who were
standing in a dimly lighted room, staring at a computer-generated crosssection of my brain, viewed from the left profile, which is not my better side.
In the picture`s less-than-vivid shades of gray, it looked a little like a chunk of
eroded limestone.
If I wasn`t impressed, the experts were. They seemed, in fact, as giddy as a
bunch of teenage boys who`d happened across one of Hugh Hefner`s old
photo albums.
While they were discussing how terrific everything had turned out, I noticed
something that didn`t look quite right.
What`s that little dark space in the middle? I asked.
Actually, to me the dark space seemed alarmingly large. Shaped like a
horizontal Lake Michigan, it gave the impression of a black void, an emptiness
that you would expect and hope to be packed with good ol` gray matter, the
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stuff we rely on for finding our house keys, remembering our Social Security
numbers and attempting to write halfway decent newspaper feature stories.
''That`s cerebral spinal fluid,'' Friedman said. He explained that it protected
and lubricated the brain and spinal cord.
It appeared to me that my cranium was awash in this substance, and sure
enough, when I shook my head and listened closely, I could hear a faint
sloshing sound.
Someone pushed a button, and the picture on the screen changed to another
angle, this time looking down from the top of the head.
''That`s a nice shot,'' Friedman said. ''Look, you can see your eyes and the
optic muscles.''
From this perspective my eyeballs resembled a pair of fat Concord grapes,
with several tiny lines--the optic muscles--running from them and converging
a couple of inches farther back.
The portraits of my brain were the product of Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI), one of those modern medical marvels that seem to be invented every
other month.
I had gone to the Illinois Masonic Medical Center, which has one of five MRI
units in Chicago, so I could report on what it`s like to be
''photographed'' by this new technology.
''You can`t get this kind of detail with a CT scan,'' said Friedman, chief of
neuro-radiology at Illinois Masonic, referring to computed axial tomography,
an earlier marvel that`s still going strong.
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Both CT and MRI are advanced diagnostic techniques that enable doctors to
get a look into almost every cranny and nook of the body without having to
slice their way in with sharp instruments and poke around.
A major difference between the two is that CT scanners (sometimes called CAT
scanners) use radiation to get their pictures and MRI units employ
electromagnetism.
Each approach has its pluses and minuses, but MRI`s advantages are
significant. It generally provides clearer, more detailed images; by making
incisions and radiation unnecessary, it avoids the risk of infection or harm
from radiation. Both approaches are absolutely painless.
The MRI process has come into its own within this decade, and in the last
three years, its growth has been dramatic.
Dr. Robert P. Cavallino, chairman of Illinois Masonic`s department of
radiology, said that the number of U.S. hospitals and clinics with MRI units
has gone from about 200 in 1985 to between 350 and 450 this year. ''We think
in five or six years, every 500-bed hospital will have three or four,'' he said.
-Because of its safety and painlessness, I was downright jaunty when I arrived
for my MRI appointment on a recent Thursday morning.
It was also easy to be cavalier because I was neither injured nor ill. For those
who need treatment or surgery, MRI can be a boon, but I was fortunate
enough to be here only for a shake-out demonstration before the official
opening this month.
Illinois Masonic`s MRI facility is a one-story brick building across the street
from the medical center`s main complex at 836 W. Wellington Ave.
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Cavallino told me there were would be a slight delay because ''a famous hockey
player is in there having his knees examined.''
No kidding, I said. And who would that be?
''Daryl Sutter,'' he said.
Ah, yes. The captain of the Black Hawks.
Having Sutter examined this way, Cavallino said, was an example of why MRI
is so valuable. Before MRI, the normal procedure for checking for possible
cartilage and ligament damage to knees or other joints would have been to use
arthroscopy or an arthrogram.
In the first instance, you make an incision, stick a tube in and look around
with an arthroscope, similar to a miniature camera; the other procedure
involves making an incision, injecting a dye and then taking X-rays.
Cavallino again emphasized MRI`s benefits--elimination of the risks from
radiation or infection and a better picture.
I asked how MRI worked. I still don`t quite get it, but here are my notes:
The core is a 7-ton magnet. Costs about $500,000. Capable of exerting 10,000
times or more the gravitational force of the Earth. Contains metal coil made of
niobium-titanium alloy, superconductor of electricity.
Magnet supercooled by inner jacket of liquid helium. Temperature of helium
only slightly above absolute zero (minus 459.69 degrees Fahrenheit). Outer
jacket holds liquid nitrogen (at about minus 260 degrees). Electric current is
sent through magnet. Flows endlessly, without resistance and without loss of
heat or power, thanks to superconductivity and supercoolant.
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Magnet, enveloped by coolant jackets, encircles subject. As electric current
flows, technicians send radio frequency through magnetic field. This causes
hydrogen atoms in body, standing at attention like soldiers, to
''flip'' 90 degrees. That is, to fall over and lie down. Subject is bombarded by
radio frequency several minutes, then it`s turned off. Each hydrogen atom
returns, at its own rate, to original upright position. In the process, each gives
off electrical charge or signal. Computer picks up each signal and assigns a
specific shade, ranging from black to white. Presto, you have your image.
Sounds as though the MRI could make the CT scan obsolete, I said.
Cavallino said this wasn`t so. ''The CT scan is still the tool of choice for most
emergency patients,'' he said. ''It`s much, much faster.'' He also named several
other situations in which a CT scan might be preferable.
The cost of CT equipment is also less, both for a hospital and a patient. ''A CT
unit costs from $400,000 to $900,000,'' Cavallino said. ''An MRI facility costs
about $2.5 million.''
A CT scan for an individual, he said, costs $400 to $600; an MRI session is
$100 to $150 more.
But its quality and safety have made MRI a key element of the radiologist`s
options. ''With its ability to noninvasively view soft tissue structures with
clarity,'' says an article in the April issue of Diagnotic Imaging magazine, ''MRI
is considered by many to be the best at imaging the central nervous system
and spinal cord and in screening prostate, uterine and bladder cancers.''
''It`s become the definitive test for multiple sclerosis,'' Cavallino said. ''None,
in fact, existed until MRI.''
''The CT scan is defeated by bone,'' Friedman said, ''but bone is transparent in
MRI.''
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Magnetic imaging also has reduced the need for milograms, in which dye is
injected in the spinal cord and X-rays taken. In this case, it`s also less costly,
Cavallino said, for a milogram can cost $2,000 to $3,000.
-After completing the examination, Sutter and Dr. Louis Kolb, team physician
for the Black Hawks, entered the waiting room.
Sutter said that the experience had been painless, as advertised, but that he
had felt some anxiety from the close quarters, a tinge of
claustrophobia during the hourlong test.
It was my turn. Dorothy Smith, manager of the MRI facility, asked me to
remove my watch and wallet. Displaying my own marvelous wit, I said her
approach certainly was more direct than most doctors and hospitals use.
Smith, somehow able to suppress her amusement, said she had my best
interests at heart, the electromagnet being powerful enough to ruin a watch
and erase the magnetic coding on credit cards.
She then read a questionnaire to probe for potential hazards. If you have a
pacemaker, for example, you shouldn`t undergo magnetic imaging; surgical
implants and prostheses also are problematical.
Cavallino led me into the room where the MRI unit is housed. The unit is
about 8 feet long and 7 feet in diameter and encased in beige plastic. In the
center is a narrow circular opening about 2 feet in diameter, where I was to go.
Cavallino took a heavy chain, doubled it and moved toward the unit to
demonstrate the force of the magnetic field. As he got within a couple of feet,
the chain jumped straight out, almost parallel to the floor, as if Cavallino were
a magician performing a trick.
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Next, I hopped up on a stretcher-like affair, lying on my back. Technician
Kathy Dumas put a Velcro strap across my forehead to remind me to lie
perfectly still, my arms were strapped lightly to my sides and a cushion was
slipped under my knees for comfort.
Finally, a plastic head coil, which would receive the radio waves, was placed
around my head, without touching it. (There are coils designed for each area
of the body.)
Dumas used a laser to center the coil, had me put some plugs in my ears, then
slid my stretcher into the hole, like a submariner loading a torpedo tube.
Inside, I felt an initial wave of distress. The metal walls were extremely
confining, and someone with claustrophobia would have problems. I found
myself wishing that I`d picked up a mantra sometime in the `70s; any kind of
meditation would be helpful.
I closed my eyes and began to relax and daydream. Dumas warned me about
some noise I`d soon be hearing. In a few seconds, there was the muffled sound
of a hammer striking metal, then, quickly, another. It was a tuning of the radio
waves.
I heard Dumas say a sustained 5-minute pounding would follow, then another.
The earplugs worked, and it wasn`t bad.
In less than half an hour, I was gazing at the images of my brain on the
computer.
-At present, Cavallino said, four Chicago hospitals have in-house MRI units-the University of Illinois Hospital, Northwestern Memorial Hospital, RushPresbyterian-St. Luke`s Medical Center and one shared by Mercy and Michael
Reese hospitals.
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''The federal government allows the states to decide whether to put
restrictions on expensive, high-tech medical equipment,'' he said. ''For this
reason, the number of MRI units varies widely from city to city. The latest
figures I`ve seen has Boston with three MRI`s and San Francisco with 48.
That`s because California has no limits and Massachusetts does.
''In Illinois,'' Cavallino continued, ''we have an arbitrarily imposed threshold.
If a hospital had as many as 4,500 CT patients the previous year, it`s eligible
to be issued a `certificate of need` for an MRI unit.''
The intent is to hold down medical costs by limiting these big-ticket items, and
MRI is definitely expensive; it costs almost $300 an hour just to keep a unit
''idling,'' without patients. ''But restrictions don`t work in the long run,''
Cavallino said, ''because if you build a better mousetrap, people will beat a
path to your door.''
A problem in imposing limits on such equipment, he said, is malpractice suits.
Cavallino cited a recent article in Diagnostic Imaging magazine, which notes:
''Failure to recommend the appropriate radiologic study to establish a
definitive diagnosis is one of the most common sources of litigation for
imaging physicians. In some patients, failure to recommend an MRI study
may become grounds for malpractice.''
Although Illinois Masonic didn`t have the required number of CT patients to
qualify for an in-house MRI unit, it has been able to install its unit in an
outpatient facility because the state exempts such programs.
''Our hospital recognized that MRI is essential, and we don`t agree with the
state on limiting this equipment,'' Cavallino said. ''Under current state law, the
only way we could use this technique was in a privately owned outpatient unit,
so we`ve set up a limited partnership of some physicians and private investors
with NMR of America, the manufacturer.
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''The hospital is the third part of a triumvirate that owns and leases the
property and equipment. We are also applying for a certificate of need with
two other hospitals so that we can use MRI on hospital patients who need it.
''Right now, if we get someone who, let`s say, has been injured in an auto
accident and is hemorrhaging in the spinal cord, the law requires us to
transport him to Rush-Presbyterian or Northwestern for MRI rather than to
use our out-patient unit.
''The trip to those hospitals would risk aggravating the injury, and we`ll break
the law to give this person the best treatment.''
Many people probably are of two minds on this matter--100 percent for
controlling and reducing the costs of medical care and 100 percent for getting
the best treatment for themselves that`s possible. Sometimes these two
viewpoints collide, resulting in acute contradictory headaches.
But when push comes to shove on the question of what to do about MRI, you
can bet that proponents of magnetic imaging are going to have a lot of pull
with the decision-makers. That`s a joke.
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S. A. R. RE-ELECTS JOHN A. DAWSON AS PRESIDENT
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Dec 22, 1949; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. N2
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 28, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-14-LPC: 250 RIDGE AVENUE - DEMOLITION PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date
Commission Action

August 3, 2020
Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay.
Property Address
250 Ridge Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner
Dorothy and Steve Balz
Application Submitted by
Tom Corbett (See Attachment D - Application)
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within Completed
250 feet
Public Comments as Date of Memo
None
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size
Location
Improvements
Zoning
Surrounding Zoning
PROPERTY HISTORY
Constructed
Additional Construction Activity
Winnetka Historical Society

0.21 acres
West side of Ridge, between Mount Pleasant and Sunset
Single-family residence with attached garage
R-4 Single Family Residential
R-4 Single Family Residential, R-3 Single Family Residential,
R-2 Single Family Residential
See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History
See Attachment C, WHS Report
Prior to 1920, exact date uncertain, possibly 1909.
1920 – stucco garage 1937 – frame and stucco addition,
1969 – alterations to residence
The WHS research does not indicate that the Subject
Property has any historical or architectural significance.
While the property is over 100 years old and has been home
to several long-time Winnetka residents, there is not any
indication that the property maintains any particular
significant architectural details representative of the time in
which it was built. There is little information available
regarding the architects or former residents.
Page 1
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•
•

Historical Significance
Architectural Significance

Several longtime residents, little available information
Architect for later additions - Leo Gonsalues, Otis & Assoc.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes None
on Same Block (either side of the right-ofway block face and/or along the alley)
Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and
Activity
noise impacts in the neighborhood.
COMMISSION REVIEW
The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay.
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
The Commission
reached its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria
[Commission would note which criteria is met]:
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter
15.64 of the Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of
Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic
Places or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to
warrant a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
Demolition Without Delay
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may
proceed without delay.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT
B
Attachment B

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 14, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-15: 250 RIDGE AVENUE

INTRODUCTION
On August 3, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and attached garage located at 250 Ridge Avenue. Please return any available information
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the
day on Tuesday, July 14, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
7-21-1920
6-5-1937
10-3-1969
5-23-1985

Type
Permit for stucco garage
Frame and stucco addition to single
family dwelling
Alter single family residence

Owner
Chase S. Pitkin
Mrs. K.E. Edwards

Architect
Leo Gonsalues
Not Listed

W.R. Balz

Otis & Assoc.

Construct sundeck and access
doorway

William R. Balz

Not Listed
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250 Ridge - Page 4

250 Ridge - Page 5

250 Ridge - Page 6

250 Ridge – July 13 2020
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ATTACHMENT C

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOUSE RESEARCH WORKSHEET
ADDRESS: 250 Ridge
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
ORGINAL CONSTRUCTION DATE: Prior to 1920 (possibly 1909; exact date
unknown)
CONSTRUCTION TYPE: Stucco and brick
STYLE: Two story single family
OWNERSHIP HISTORY:
OWNER
DATES
NAME
OCCUPIED
Chase S.
1920
Pitkin
George
1926
Chapman
Mrs. K.E.
1937 – 1963
Edwards
Dr. Richard R.
Waite
William R.
Balz

1963 – 1968
1968 – 2020?

INFORMATION ATTACHED

SIGNIFICANCE

Village of Winnetka Packet
1926 phone book
Real estate slip; 1961 phone book;
Winnetka Talk obituary
Winnetka Architectural Survey;
Real estate slip
2013 phone book

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY:
N/A
ARCHITECTS:
ARCHITECT NAME
Leo Gonsalues
Otis & Assoc.

DATE AND DESCRIPTION INFORMATION
OF PROJECT
ATTACHED
1920; stucco garage
1969; alterations to
residence

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:
Phone books, PastPerfect Database, house files, Google search, Ancestry.com, Proquest,
Winnetka Talk obituaries
Date of Research: 7/21/2020
Our research does not indicate that 250 Ridge has historical or architectural significance. While
the property is over 100 years old and has been home to several long-time Winnetka residents,
we did not find any indication that the property maintains any particular significant architectural
details representative of the time in which it was built. In addition, little information is available
regarding the architects or former residents.
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 28, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-15-LPC: 385 ROSEWOOD AVENUE - DEMOLITION
PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date
Commission Action

August 3, 2020
Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay.
Property Address
385 Rosewood Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner
James Oraha
Application Submitted by
James Oraha (See Attachment - Application)
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within Completed
250 feet
Public Comments as Date of Memo
Email – Steve Scherer
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size
Location
Improvements
Zoning
Surrounding Zoning
PROPERTY HISTORY
Constructed
Additional Construction Activity
Winnetka Historical Society

•
•

Historical Significance
Architectural Significance

0.2 acres
East side of Rosewood between Willow and Ash
Single-family residence with detached garage
R-5 Single Family Residential
R-5 Single Family Residential
See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History
See Attachment C, WHS Report
Uncertain, possibly 1920
1923 – frame two story addition, 1951 – construct two-car
garage
The WHS research does not indicate that the Subject
Property has any historical or architectural significance.
There is very little information about the property and its
former residents available.
Multiple owners, very little available information
Architect for later additions – John Fouka

Page 1
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes None
on Same Block (either side of the right-ofway block face and/or along the alley)
Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and
Activity
noise impacts in the neighborhood.
COMMISSION REVIEW
The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay.
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
The Commission
reached its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria
[Commission would note which criteria is met]:
1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter
15.64 of the Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of
Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic
Places or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to
warrant a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
Demolition Without Delay
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may
proceed without delay.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT B

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 14, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-15: 385 ROSEWOOD AVENUE

INTRODUCTION
On August 3, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and detached garage located at 385 Rosewood Avenue. Please return any available
information regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by
the end of the day on Tuesday, July 28, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email
to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
5-24-1923
4-26-1951

Type
Frame 2-story addition
Construct 2-car garage

Owner
Chas Balak
John Foukal

Architect
Not listed
John Foukal
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ATTACHMENT C

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOUSE RESEARCH WORKSHEET
ADDRESS: 385 Rosewood Ave
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
ORGINAL CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1920 (approx.)
CONSTRUCTION TYPE: Frame
STYLE: Farmhouse/Cottage
OWNERSHIP HISTORY:
OWNER NAME
DATES
OCCUPIED
Charles and Rosie
1920 (approx.) –
Balak (Josephine
1928
Balak also listed at
address in 1920)
Sigrid Bengston
1929 – 1934

Harold C. Lewis

1935 – 1938

Dorothy Burke
Arnold A. Prucha
John A. Foukal

1939 - 1940
1942
? – between 1969
and 1974 (new
address in 1975
phone book)
Between 1970 and
1975 – 2014
2014 - 2018
2018 - Present

David E. Anderson
?
?

INFORMATION
ATTACHED
1920 phone book; 1927
phone book

SIGNIFICANCE

1929 phone book; 1933
phone book; 1934 phone
book
1935 phone book; 1937
Retired Winnetka
phone book; Winnetka
police officer
Talk obituary
1939 phone book
1942 phone book
1969 phone book;
Winnetka Talk obituary

1975 phone book;
Zillow.com listing

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY:
N/A

ARCHITECTS:
ARCHITECT NAME
John Foukal

DATE AND DESCRIPTION INFORMATION
OF PROJECT
ATTACHED
1951; construct a 2 car
garage

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:
Cook County Accessor, phone books, Google search, ancestry.com, Winnetka Talk
obituaries, ProQuest Newsstand and ProQuest Historical, PastPerfect database

385 Rosewood - Page 8

Date of Research: 7/20/2020
Our research does not indicate that 385 Rosewood has any historical or architectural
significance. There is very little information about the property and its former residents
available.
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MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 28, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-16-LPC: 1180 OAKLEY AVENUE - DEMOLITION PERMIT

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date
Commission Action

August 3, 2020
Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay.
Property Address
1180 Oakley Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner
Howard Chandler
Application Submitted by
Krzysztof Marzec (See Attachment D – Application)
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within Completed
250 feet
Public Comments as Date of Memo
None
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size
Location
Improvements
Zoning
Surrounding Zoning
PROPERTY HISTORY
Constructed
Additional Construction Activity
Winnetka Historical Society

0.38 acres
South side of Oakley between Euclid and Gordon
Single-family residence with attached garage
R-3 Single Family Residential
R-3 Single Family Residential
See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History
See Attachment C, WHS Report
1921
1949 – porch addition
1999 – family room addition
WHS research indicates that this property does have some
architectural and historical significance. See Attachment C
– The following is a summary: The original architects of

the property, Jacques Kocher and Benjamin Larson,
were prominent architects who designed several
Chicago-area historic buildings. Kocher is generally
associated with his Prairie-style structures, making this
Spanish Revival home in Winnetka even more unique
and notable. Additionally, this property has been home
to several prominent Winnetka residents including
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Walter F. Straub, who was a significant director of
federal food programs during World War II and is often
credited with introducing honey to the mainstream food
industry.
•

Historical Significance

•

•
•

•

Architectural Significance

•

•

Walter F. Straub - President of W.F. Straub & Co,
Director the food rationing division during WWII
and later the Director of the Department of
Agriculture’s Emergency Food Program.
Edwin Kirschbraun – Former Treasurer of Chicago
Mercantile Exchange in 1937.
Frederick and Helene Strodel – Vice President and
Merchandise Manager at The Fair, a Chicago
department store, the Vice President of Bamberger
& Co, and a member of the Board of Directors of the
National Retail Dry Goods Association.
Jacques Kocher – founding member of the Board of
Directors of the Chicago Associated Architects.
Designed several notable Prairie-style homes on the
south side of Chicago, including some that are
included in the Jackson Park Highlands Chicago
Landmark District.
Benjamin Larson - Along with Kocher, prominent
architects who designed several Chicago-area
historic buildings, including two of the structures
that are part of Chicago’s Chatham-Greater Grand
Crossing Commercial Landmark District.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes None
on Same Block (either side of the right-ofway block face and/or along the alley)
Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and
Activity
noise impacts in the neighborhood.
COMMISSION REVIEW
The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay.
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.
The Commission
reached its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria
[Commission would note which criteria is met]:
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1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter
15.64 of the Village Code;
2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of
Conservation;
3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic
Places or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and
4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to
warrant a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit.
Demolition Without Delay
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may
proceed without delay.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:

GIS Aerial Map
Preliminary Property History Study
Historical Society Research
Application Materials
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ATTACHMENT B

MEMORANDUM

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TO:

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FROM:

CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE:

JULY 13, 2020

SUBJECT:

CASE NO. 20-16: 1180 OAKLEY AVENUE

INTRODUCTION
On August 3, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the
residence and detached garage located at 385 Rosewood Avenue. Please return any available
information regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by
the end of the day on Tuesday, July 28, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email
to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS
Building Permits
Date
12-19-1921
4-11-1949
8-23-99

Type
Build a 2-story and basement, tile
and stucco residence
Addition, porch to single-family
dwelling
Build family room addition to
residence

Owner
Leroy Baumgartl

Architect
Kocher Larson

F.C. Strodel

F.C. Strodel

Howard Chandler

Antonino Fanizza
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ATTACHMENT C

WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOUSE RESEARCH WORKSHEET
ADDRESS: 1180 Oakley
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
ORGINAL CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1920
CONSTRUCTION TYPE: Stucco
STYLE: Spanish Revival
OWNERSHIP HISTORY:
OWNER DATES
NAME
OCCUPIED
Leroy
1921 – 1928
Baumgartl
Walter F. Straub 1929

Edwin
Kirschbraun

1931 - 1938

Wm A Sizer

1939 – 1944

Frederick C. and 1945 – 1958
Helene Strodel

John R.
Lanahan
Howard and
Katrina
Chandler

INFORMATION
ATTACHED
1927 phone book

SIGNIFICANCE

1929 phone book;
Chicago Tribune
obituary

President of W.F. Straub & Co.,
Director of Wieboldt Stores, Inc.,
as well as the Libby food
corporation. Former director the
food rationing division during
WWII and later the Director of
the Department of Agriculture’s
Emergency Food Program.
Credited with introducing honey
to the mainstream food industry
Treasurer of the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange in 1937

1931 phone book;
1937 phone book;
Chicago Tribune
article
1939 phone book;
1944 phone book;
real estate slip
1958 phone book;
real estate listing;
New York Times
obituary

Vice President and Merchandise
Manager at the Chicago
department store The Fair. Vice
President of Bamberger & Co.
Board of Directors of the National
Retail Dry Goods Association

1959 – 1980s

1960 phone book;
1979 phone book
1980s - 2020 1986 phone book;
2013 phone book

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A
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ARCHITECTS:
ARCHITECT NAME
Jacques Kocher & Benjamin
Larson

DATE AND DESCRIPTION
OF PROJECT
1921; build 2 stories and
basement of residence

F.C. Strodel
Antonino Fanizza

1949; porch addition
1999; family room addition

INFORMATION
ATTACHED
City of Chicago Historic
Properties Identification
Report section on Kocher

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:
Phone books, property file, Chicago Landmarks digital files, ProQuest Newsstand, New York
Times obituaries, WHS digital files, Google search
Date of Research: 7/21/2020
Our research indicates that this property does have some architectural and historical significance.
The original architects of the property, Jacques Kocher and Benjamin Larson, were prominent
architects who designed several Chicago-area historic buildings, including two of the structures
that are part of Chicago’s Chatham-Greater Grand Crossing Commercial Landmark District.
Kocher was also a founding member of the Board of Directors of the Chicago Associated
Architects. He also designed several notable Prairie-style homes on the south side of Chicago,
including some that are included in the Jackson Park Highlands Chicago Landmark District.
Kocher is generally associated with his Prairie-style structures, making this Spanish Revival
home in Winnetka even more unique and notable.
Additionally, this property has been home to several prominent Winnetka residents, including
Walter F. Straub, who served as President of W.F. Straub & Co., Director of Wieboldt Stores,
Inc., and Director of the well-known Libby food corporation. Straub was also a notable figure on
regional and national levels, serving as the Director the Food Rationing Division during WWII.
Later, he became the Director of the Department of Agriculture’s Emergency Food Program.
Significantly, Straub is often credited with first introducing honey to the mainstream food
industry (it was formerly used primarily for medicinal purposes).
In addition to Straub, this property was also home to Edwin Kirschbraun, who served as
Treasurer of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange in 1937, and Frederick C. Strodel, who served as
Vice President and Merchandise Manager at the Chicago department store The Fair, Vice
President of Bamberger & Co., and a member of the Board of Directors of the National Retail
Dry Goods Association.
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Business Bits
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Dec 14, 1937; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 27
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

FREDERICK C. STRODEL
New York Times (1923-Current file); Jul 26, 1968;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times with Index
pg. 31
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WALTER STRAUB FOOD EXECUTIVE: FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT OF CHICAGO CON
New York Times (1923-Current file); Jul 13, 1964;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times with Index
pg. 29

1180 Oakley - Page 30
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

ATTACHMENT D
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Village of Winnetka
Department of Community Development
510 Greenbay Road
Winnetka, IL 60093
June 10, 2020
Re: 1180 Oakley—Construction Schedule
To Whom it May Concern:
We propose to submit plans for the construction of a new single-family home at the above address
around August 15, 2020. We plan to demolish house on October 1, 2020, begin construction around
October 15, 2020 and complete project by June 1, 2021.
Please call/email with any questions. Thank you.
Best regards,
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Ann Klaassen
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Scherer <sdscherer1062@gmail.com>
Thursday, July 23, 2020 1:23 PM
Planning
Case # 20-15-LPC, 385 Rosewood Avenue

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing in regards to 385 Rosewood in response to notification of the Landmark Preservation Commission virtual
meeting scheduled for Monday, August 7 at 7 PM.
First let me say that I served on the Preservation Committee for several years at least 10 years ago and enjoyed the
experience and understand the review, demolition and construction process. From that experience I realized that while
some homes were old, attractive and part of the fabric of the neighborhood, very few had any historical or architectural
significance that was worth the expense of preserving them. This is certainly the case with the old, abandoned home at
385 Ash Street.
I have lived at 1062 Ash Street for 35 years and am very familiar with 385 Rosewood. While this house is old, there is
nothing architecturally significant or historical about it. It is a simple frame farm house. It hasn't been maintained
properly for at least 10 years and for the last 3 to 4 years it has been vacant except for the squirrels and raccoons that
move in and out at will. It is well past the point of economical rehabilitation and I fully support the applicant's request
for demolition of the structure followed by construction of a new home.
Demolition could not take place soon enough in my opinion. Please record this as part of the public commentary.
Thank you for the opportunity to offer my opinion on this matter. Please confirm by return email that this message was
received.

Steve Scherer
sdscherer1062@gmail.com
224-255-9508
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