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The Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce is hosting the 42nd
Annual Recognition Lunch on Wednesday, April 11 at 11:00 AM, at the
Winnetka Community House, 620 Lincoln Avenue. The community
is invited to attend this annual event that recognizes
outstanding residents, employees, community and business
leaders, and volunteers. Enjoy the fashion show, awards, and
a silent auction while you network with area colleagues. Tickets
are $55 each or $500 for a table of ten.
For more information, or to purchase tickets online, visit the
Chamber’s website: winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com.
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The Winnetka Music Festival
will be back and even
better than last year

The 2018 Annual Spring Clean-up
is April 23 – April 26
Winnetka’s Annual Spring Clean-Up week will be held April 23 thru April 26.
Scheduled pickups are:
2018 Cleanup Route

Monday, April 23:
North of Tower Road
Tuesday, April 24:
Tower Road to Pine Street
Wednesday, April 25:
Pine Street to Willow Road
Thursday, April 26:
South of Willow Road

The goal of the yearly spring rubbish collection is to reduce fire hazards in the home.
Public Works employees will remove from the parkway anything that two men can
reasonably lift into a truck. Electronics, yard waste, dirt, stone, logs, construction
materials/debris, batteries, paint, and other liquids will not be picked up. To minimize
litter problems, the rubbish should be placed on residential parkways no earlier than
the evening before the scheduled pickup, and no later than 7:00 AM on pickup day.
There will be no call-backs if the material is not on the parkway by the scheduled time.
This is an excellent opportunity to clean out your attic, basement, and garage, thereby
making a significant contribution to community fire safety. Residents are encouraged
to recycle as many items as possible before putting out items for pickup. If you have
any questions, please call the Public Works Department at 847-716-3568 weekdays
from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM.

A Message from the Village President
Work is progressing this year on two crucial initiatives: flood relief
in southwest Winnetka, and development of a Streetscape and
Signage plan for the Elm Street Business District. Other projects on
the Council’s to-do list include: final approval for the One Winnetka
Planned Development project; financing options for downtown
revitalization; a review of the Retail Overlay District; Refuse Service
evaluation; a zoning review; and building code updates. This is in
addition to the regular tasks of financing delivery of core services,
and pursuing strategic goals such as infrastructure improvement
and maintenance, in a fair and cost-effective way.
While much has been done in recent years to alleviate flooding
in Winnetka, attention is now turned to the southwest area of the
Village, in an effort to reduce long-standing flooding problems.
As you may know, last year the Village signed a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Cook County Forest Preserve that
outlines the conditions under which the Village can construct a
significant stormwater storage wetland on Forest Preserve property
west of Hibbard Road and north of Winnetka Avenue. The most
important of these conditions is that the Village and other public
landowners – New Trier High School, Winnetka District 36, and the
Winnetka Park District – agree on the use of other open spaces for
stormwater storage.

Once a workable project and
dependable cost estimates are
identified, there will be a full and
public Village discussion on how
to finance the project, and how
best to proceed. Stay tuned for
further developments and public
meetings later this year.
An ad hoc Downtown Master
Plan (DMP) Task Force has
been meeting over the winter
months to hear public comment
and review the 2008 Master
Streetscape Plan for incorporation into the DMP implementation
plan. The Village Council is expected to hear the final Task Force
recommendations at a meeting in May. Detailed information can
be found on the DMP website, WinnetkaDowntownPlan.com.
I urge you to stay informed and engaged with Village activities
and programs. Visit our website, VillageofWinnetka.org, for
information on upcoming Village events and to view Council
Meeting agenda materials.

The Village has been working with Strand Associates and
representatives from these other taxing agencies to modify the
original Stormwater Vision Concept so that necessary stormwater
storage can be provided in a way that doesn’t compromise - and
possibly improves - use of these properties. We expect to reach
preliminary agreement on the use of these properties this spring.

Best regards,

2018 Winnetka Music Festival
June 15 and 16

Deadline to Nominate Your Recent
Construction Project for a Winnetka
Preservation Award is May 25

The Village of Winnetka is proud to once
again sponsor the Winnetka Music Festival
– a free, weekend-long immersion of high
quality music in our own Elm Street District.
The 2017 Festival was a great event – but
this year will be bigger and better! More
stages, more musicians, more food and
more fun!! Some of the top emerging
groups from across the country are coming
to Winnetka on June 15-16. The festival
will feature expanded food and beverage areas to include 10 food
trucks, plus great local restaurants.
There will also be a children’s stage and street musicians. Visit
the Festival’s website for schedules, and to sign up for news and
announcements about the event: WinnetkaMusicFestival.com.
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Chris Rintz
Village President

The Winnetka Landmark
Preservation Commission will
sponsor its popular Preservation
Awards Program again this year.
Nominate your house! Nominate
your neighbor’s house! Award
categories include Restoration,
Rehabilitation, and New
Construction for projects that have been completed during the
last five years. For nomination forms and contest rules, visit the
Department of Community Development at Village Hall (510 Green
Bay Road), or check the Village website at villageofwinnetka.org.
Nominations must be received by Friday, May 25. Award winners
are expected to be announced in October. An awards ceremony
will be held at Village Hall, and winners will receive custom display
tiles and certificates to commemorate their winning projects.
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Continued from cover:

Council Action Summary

Chamber of Commerce Recognition Lunch

Below is a summary of key actions recently
taken by the Village Council. To learn more
about agenda items, visit the Village website:
villageofwinnetka.org.

Wednesday, April 11 at 11:00 AM | Winnetka Community House
2018 honorees are:
Man of the Year: Scott Myers
Woman of the Year: Irene Smith
Lifetime Achievement Award: Louise Holland
Business Leader of the Year: Kelly Golden, Neopolitan
Educator of the Year: Dr. Edward Stange, Sunset Ridge School District 29
Heart of the Community: The Grand Food Center
Youth Achievement Award: Christian Tingle, Christmas Lights on Evergreen
Winnetka Employee of the Year: Mike Mahoney
Winnetka Public Safety Employee of the Year: Detective Jeremy Walton

Village of Winnetka Launches Utility eBills
and Recurring Credit Card Payments
On March 29, The Village launched two new utility billing features to enhance payment
processing. The first, eBills, allows a resident or business to enroll in electronic billing with
the option of waiving receipt of a paper bill. The electronic billing system will email an
account-holder when a bill has been posted, along with a link to download the bill and
make an online credit card payment.
The second enhancement, recurring credit card payments, can be used with or without
enrolling in eBills. This process will automatically charge an account-holder’s utility bill
balance each billing cycle. Recurring credit card payments are processed on the bill due
date, which is normally 21 days after a bill is generated, providing residents and businesses
plenty of time to review their bills prior to a payment being drawn. Enrollees in the
program will receive relevant email communication, such as an alert when a charge has
posted or a reminder when an enrolled credit card is about to expire.
Under the recurring credit card arrangement, the Village does not store individual credit
card records. Account-holder information is securely stored and processed by the Village’s
credit card processor. In compliance with industry security standards, the Village is unable
to view account-holder credit card information.
Please note that while the Village
continues to offer automatic ACH
bank draft as another form of recurring
payments, an account cannot be
enrolled in both ACH bank draft and
recurring credit card payments. If a
resident currently enrolled in the ACH
bank draft program wishes to enroll
in recurring the credit card payment
program, they must contact the
Village’s Utility Billing Department at
847-446-9550 to request cancellation of their ACH bank draft arrangement. The Utility
Billing Department will require all cancellation requests to be confirmed in writing.
Please visit the Village’s website: villageofwinnetka.org and click the Online Payment
button for further instructions and to enroll in either eBills or recurring utility bill credit
card payments.
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2017/18 Winnetka Village Council

December 5, 2017: The 2017 Property Tax Levy
and 2018 Budget were adopted. For the fourth
year in a row, the Village did not increase property
taxes on existing properties in Winnetka. Also at
this meeting, the Council granted a Special Use
Permit to Coldwell Banker for an expansion of their
office into the Retail Overlay District. In an effort
to increase foot traffic in the area, Coldwell added
a pop-up retail element to their permit request,
which is the first of its kind in Winnetka. The
Council was interested to see what impact, if any,
an office/retail hybrid might have; it will use that
information later this year in discussions about the
future of the Retail Overlay District.
December 12, 2017: The Council heard a
presentation from Ehlers Associates, its Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) consultant, as part of
ongoing discussions about financing streetscape
and infrastructure improvements in Winnetka’s
business districts. There was a thorough discussion
about the creation of a redevelopment plan in
connection with establishment of a TIF district,
and more information was requested about the
potential return on investment.
December 19, 2017: The Council heard a
request by the developer of the One Winnetka
Planned Development to modify his proposal,
which received formal preliminary approval in
2017. After much public comment and discussion,
the Council outlined a process for the amended
proposal to be presented to the relevant advisory
boards/commissions and the public. Ultimately,
the matter will come before the Council, with the
recommendations of the advisory bodies, and a
decision on final plan approval will be made.
January 2, 2018: The Council introduced
three Ordinances which would approve zoning
variations for a residential property, and grant
continued on page 5
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A Message from the Police Chief

The arrival of warm weather tends to bring out solicitors and
uninvited contractors. Driveway repair and magazine subscription
sales are common reasons someone may approach your home.
While some solicitors are authorized by the Village, many are not.
A legitimate solicitor will have a permit. If the solicitor is unable to
show you a permit, please advise them you are not interested in
their sales presentation. If the solicitor refuses to leave, call 911.
In addition to solicitors, be mindful of uninvited contractors or
individuals who purport to be utility workers. Oftentimes, someone
claiming to be a utility worker will attempt to lure you outside
of your home to show you a problem in the back yard, such as
something related to tree trimming, phone/cable lines, etc. Once
you are outside of the house, a second individual will enter the
home through an unlocked door and search for valuables.

Locate Underground Utilities:
Call J.U.L.I.E.
Have you noticed an area in your yard or parkway where
someone has placed colored flags or painted lines? These marks
identify underground utilities. Each color identifies a different
type of utility line and aids excavators to prevent damage to
underground utilities. For example:
BLUE

= water

RED

= electric

ORANGE

= CATV/ phone

YELLOW

= gas

WHITE

= proposed excavation

If you are suspicious of the individual’s intent or legitimacy, call 911
immediately.
The Police Department reminds residents to do their part in helping
deter auto related crimes. If your vehicle is parked on the street or
in a driveway, remove your valuables, take your keys/fob, and lock
your vehicle. If your vehicle is parked inside a garage, remember to
close the garage door.
Lastly, traffic safety is an ongoing concern. Nice weather means
more joggers and bicycle riders. We ask motorists and cyclists
to respect one another and share the road. Attention to driving
should always be the number one priority for motorists; refrain from
texting while driving, and always wear a properly adjusted seatbelt.

Coal Tar Sealant Reminder
In August of 2014, Winnetka implemented a ban on the use of coal
tar-based sealing agents on all driveways, parking lots and other
surfaces with Village limits. Coal tar is a waste material generated
during coal processing that contains high levels of chemical
compounds shown to be harmful to aquatic life and pose a
potential risk to humans. This initiative was studied by the Village’s
Environmental and Forestry Commission as an effort to benefit
water quality. As required by this ban, all commercial applicators
and multi-family property owners must obtain a Pavement Sealant
Applicators License through the Public Works Department. Property
owners of single family lots applying sealant themselves do not
need an Applicators License.
As an alternative to coal tar-based sealants, the Village recommends
using asphalt-based sealants; replacing asphalt with concrete
driveways; or leaving driveways unsealed. For more information,
please call the Public Works Department at 847-716-3568.

Residents who will be digging in their yards for landscaping or
construction purposes should always remember to dial 8-1-1
or 800-892-0123 before digging. JULIE (Joint Utility Locating
Information for Excavators) provides a free service to call for the
locating and marking of underground utility facilities. Each utility
owner is notified by JULIE and responds to mark their facilities
within two working days from the call.
So why are there marks in your yard? Are you having cable or
underground electric service installed? A patio poured or fence
installed? Are you having new landscaping or trees planted?
A contractor performing these type of projects would call
J.U.L.I.E. Additional information is available on JULIE at the
website: illinois1call.com.
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Coal tar residue can pollute our waterway
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Memorial Day Observance
May 28, 10:00 - 11:30 AM

Continued from page 3:

The Winnetka Park District invites
the community to the Village’s annual
Memorial Day observance. The parade begins
at 10:00 AM from the corner of Glendale and
Elm Streets and heads east to the Village Green,
525 Maple Street (between Elm and Oak
Streets). A ceremony immediately follows
on the Green. In case of inclement weather, an indoor ceremony will be held in the
auditorium at The Skokie School. If you are interested in volunteering as a parade
marshal, please contact Toby Ross at 847-501-2040.

two special use permits with variations for two
proposed business expansions.

Community Conversations
Second Saturdays from 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Is something on your mind about the Village of Winnetka? Questions? Suggestions?
Concerns? Your Trustees want to hear about it! Join Village Council members at Peet’s
Coffee at the corner of Elm and Chestnut on the second Saturday of each month,
10:00-11:00 AM. Discuss the hot issues, share your thoughts about our Village, and
get to know your elected officials.
Have an idea? Please contact
Trustee Penny Lanphier at
PLanphier@Winnetka.org.
Contact information for individual
Council members is available on
the Village website, or contact
the entire Council by emailing
ContactCouncil@Winnetka.org.

Celebrate Arbor Day April 27
Arbor Day was first
celebrated in Nebraska in
1872. Today, Arbor Day is
internationally recognized
and celebrated in many
countries around the world.
Trees provide many social,
ecological and economic
benefits to our society. The
Village of Winnetka invites
residents to participate in
its Arbor Day celebration
on Friday, April 27 at Village
Hall, 510 Green Bay Road.
Seasonal tree information will
be on display, along with free
tree seedlings for as long as
Winnetka has been a Tree City USA for over 20 years.
supplies last. The Village will
also have larger container-grown trees available free to residents.
If you have any questions, or need an inspection of your own trees,
please call the Village Forester at 847-716-3535.
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Council Action Summary

January 16, 2018: The three previously
introduced Ordinances for residential zoning
variations and special use permits with variations
were adopted.
February 6, 2018: The Council voted to
once again participate as a sponsor of the 2018
Winnetka Music Festival, which will expand food
options, increase local merchant participation, and
offer an additional main stage. The Downtown
Master Plan Task Force updated the Council about
its work on an updated Streetscape and Signage
Plan for the business districts. Next steps for the
Task Force include development of a phasing plan
and cost estimates.
February 13, 2018: In this Study Session, Council
had a wide-ranging discussion about additional
policy matters to be addressed in addition to
the Council’s regular workload. Topics that were
discussed include: (i) beginning a process to
update the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, Winnetka
2020, (ii) development of a consistent policy for
funding of core services; (iii) exploring methods
to attract and keep “empty nesters” in the Village;
and (iv) develop a program of engagement for
the next generation of Village leaders.
March 6, 2018: The Council approved a plat of
subdivision request, and discussed and introduced
an Ordinance to reduce the membership of the
Plan Commission from 13 commissioners to 10.
March 13, 2018: The Council discussed the
C-2 Commercial District Overlay, in light of
recommendations from the Urban Land Institute
study and Downtown Master Plan. At issue was
whether the Overlay needs to be revised to
further the Village’s goal of increasing vibrancy in
the commercial districts. The Council requested
Village staff to survey the Plan Commission about
the Overlay, after which the Council will meet to
clarify their vision and make decisions about any
potential changes.
March 19, 2018: The Council adopted an
Ordinance reducing the membership of the
Plan Commission; approved the purchase of
two new refuse trucks and a Police vehicle; and
granted a zoning variation request. The Council
also approved Winnetka’s participation in the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Greenest Region
2 compact, which is a program of sustainable
activities that local and regional governments can
undertake to positively impact the environment.
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2018 Document Destruction Event
Saturday, May 5 from
9:00 AM to Noon
Winnetka’s Document Destruction Event will be
held Saturday, May 5th, 2018 from 9:00 AM to
12:00 PM at the Public Works Yards, 1390 Willow
Road. The Solid Agency of Northern Cook
Country (SWANCC) is providing this one-day
event for residentially-generated paper. Paper clips
and staples do not need to be removed, but please
remove binder clips.
There is no cost to participate, but residents must live in one of
SWANCC’s member communities and ID’s will be checked for
proof of residency. Residents will be limited to six file-size boxes or
paper shopping bags per vehicle. Please do not bring documents
in plastic bags. As residents drive up in their vehicles, workers will
unload the paper into large carts for emptying into the truck’s
cross-shredding machine.

Remember
Village
Leaf Blower
Regulations

Use of gasoline powered leaf blowers is
prohibited during the months of June
through September.
The Village of Winnetka would like
to request residents to remind their
landscaping services not to use gas leaf
blowers during the summer months.

Test Backflow Assemblies Before
Starting Lawn Sprinkler Systems
State Statute and the Village Code require
backflow prevention assemblies on all
in-ground lawn sprinkler systems; and the
system must be tested annually. Backflow
devices protect the public water supply in
the event of a reversal of the flow of water
from irrigation lines. Lawn chemicals and
other materials can seep into lawn sprinkler
lines through sprinkler heads and other
openings – potentially contaminating water
in the irrigation lines. Without a properly
operating backflow prevention assembly in
place, the water could be siphoned into
your home and the public water supply.

Proper function of backflow
devises is required to protect
the public water supply

Since many backflow prevention assemblies
are located outdoors, they are susceptible to
freezing and bursting unless properly winterized. Therefore, the
backflow prevention assembly needs to be tested each year when
starting up a lawn irrigation system. The tester should forward the
results to the Village’s Water & Electric Department by fax: 847-7163599 or email: ebraun@winnetka.org. The Village appreciates
your cooperation. Please direct any questions to the Water &
Electric Department’s non-emergency line at 847-716-3558.

Use of gasoline-power leaf
blowers is prohibited in the
summer months

Winnetka Welcomes New Businesses
Join the Village in welcoming three new businesses to Winnetka:
Kenilworth Chiropractic
Dr. Robert Baj
46 Green Bay Road
kenilworthchiropractic.net
847-920-0186

Dr. Robert Baj moved
his chiropractic office
to the Indian Hill
business district

Air Aerial Fitness
594 Lincoln Avenue
airfitnow.com
312-288-9614

Air Aerial Fitness is a unique fitness program

Coldwell Banker Pop-Up Store
568 Lincoln Avenue
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Urban vegetation is good for your health

Spring Tree Planting Deadline
is April 25
Each year the Village plants nearly 300 trees in parkway areas
throughout the Village. Trees are vital to Winnetka’s aesthetics and
provide important benefits like cleaning the air and reducing smog.
Studies show that urban vegetation slows heartbeats, lowers blood
pressure, and relaxes brain wave patterns. The Village is currently
taking requests for its parkway tree planting. Trees measuring 2 – 2 ½
inches trunk diameter size are planted at no cost for residents where
parkway voids exist. Larger size trees are available, but residents are
responsible for some of the cost difference. Some trees are available
for private property planting of smaller size (less than 2-inch caliper)
upon request.
For a listing and description of all available trees from the Village, please
call the Village Forester at 847-716-3535 for more information or any
questions. Deadline for spring tree requests is April 25.
Plant a tree today for a greener tomorrow!
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Sprinkler Restrictions Start May 15
No Sprinkling Permitted on Consecutive Days
or Between 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM
As a user of Lake
Michigan water, the
Village is required
to impose Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) lawn
sprinkling restrictions.
During the warm
weather months, these
water restrictions are
in effect.

Kidde dual-sensor (photoelectric and ionization) smoke alarms –
models PI2010 and PI9010 are subject to a recall. A yellow cap left
on during the manufacturing process can cover one of the two
smoke sensors and compromise the smoke alarm’s ability
to detect smoke.

Lawn sprinkling is not allowed on consecutive days. Sprinkling
is also prohibited between the hours of 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM.
The restricted sprinkling hours begin May 15 and are effective
until September 15. Please help the Village adhere to the IDNR
requirements by following this Winnetka Sprinkler Code.
Special approval by the Director of the Water & Electric
Department may be requested for sprinkling during otherwise
prohibited hours for special cases such as newly seeded or
sodded areas, and for the annual activation or repair of sprinkler
systems. To request the special approval, or if you have questions,
call 847-716-3558, or email: gmclean@winnetka.org.

Parkway Tree Pruning
In May, a Village tree contractor will
begin pruning parkway trees primarily
within the borders of Elm Street,
Green Bay Road, Sheridan Road and
Tower Road. Residents within this area
will receive a notification letter prior
to tree pruning.
The Village prunes trees on a 6-year
basis to remove deadwood and to
provide for height clearance of 18 feet
or more over streets, and at least 12
feet over sidewalks and parkways.

Kidde Recalls Dual Sensor Smoke
Alarms Due to Risk of Failure to Alert
Consumers to a Fire

Owners of this model should
remove the alarm and visually
inspect it through the
opening on the side of the
alarm for the presence
of a yellow cap. Do not
attempt to take apart the
alarm, open the casing,
or otherwise remove the
yellow cap. If a yellow cap is
present, the consumer should
immediately contact Kidde to
receive instructions and request
a free replacement smoke alarm. If no
yellow cap is present, the smoke alarm can be reinstalled and no
further action is needed.
Contact Kidde toll-free at 833-551-7739 from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM
EST Monday – Friday; from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Saturday and
Sunday; or online at kidde.com – click on Product Safety Recall
for more information.

Holiday Refuse/Recycling
Schedule for Memorial Day Week (May 28 – June 1)
Monday
collections will
be on Tuesday.

Some streets may be
temporarily blocked during
tree pruning season

Temporary street closures may occur during the work for public
safety; please obey all street blockage signs. The Village regrets
any inconvenience these temporary street closures may cause.
If you have any tree care or pruning concerns, please contact the
Village Forester at 847-716-3535 or email jstier@winnetka.org.

Tuesday
collections will
be on Wednesday.
Thursday & Friday
collections will be
as usual.

Electronic Recycling is Back
The Electronic Recycling Program, which was on hold for the winter months, is back! Household
electronics will be accepted at the Winnetka Public Works Yards, 1390 Willow Road, every
Thursday from 1:00 - 3:00 PM. Only household electronics will be accepted. The Village’s other
recycling programs include: Styrofoam, CFL bulbs, batteries, handheld electronics, holiday lights,
and gym shoes. Bring these items to the Yards any time during regular business hours.
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Village Telephone Numbers
Police/Fire/Paramedics Emergency
Police (Non-Emergency)
Fire (Non-Emergency)
Electric or Water Outages
Refuse and Recycling Collection
Manager/Finance Department
Public Works Department
Utility Department
Utility Billing Services
Community Development Department

Winnetka Village Council
911
847-501-6034
847-501-6029
847-501-2531
847-716-3568
847-501-6000
847-716-3568
847-716-3558
847-446-9550
847-716-3576

Village President
Chris Rintz

847-441-5718

Village Trustees
Andrew Cripe
Bob Dearborn
Penfield Lanphier
Scott Myers
John Swierk
Kristin Ziv

847-441-8055
847-446-2961
847-441-8995
847-446-6560
847-446-6460
847-501-4457

Upcoming Village Council Meetings
April 3, 2018 – Regular Meeting
April 10, 2018 – Study Session
April 17, 2018 – Regular Meeting
May 1, 2018 – Regular Meeting
May 8, 2018 – Study Session
May 15, 2018 – Regular Meeting
June 5, 2018 – Regular Meeting
June 12, 2018 – Study Session
June 19, 2018 – Regular Meeting

villageofwinnetka.org

Meetings start at 7 PM at Village Hall, 510 Green Bay Road
All agenda materials are available at the Reference Desk at
the Winnetka Library, in the Manager’s Office at Village Hall
(2nd floor), or on the Village’s website: villageofwinnetka.org
(click on the “Meetings & Agendas” button).
Webcasts of the meeting may be viewed on the Village’s
web site: villageofwinnetka.org (click “Watch Council
Meetings Online”).
Village Hall will be closed Monday, May 28 for the
Memorial Day Holiday. Normal business hours resume
on Tuesday, May 29.
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