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WINNETKA REPORT
A Reminder from the Fire Chief:
Unauthorized Fireworks Prohibited
in the Village

Fourth of July Festivities
Canceled in 2020
The Winnetka Park District and the Village of Winnetka
have canceled this year’s Fourth of July celebrations,
including events on the green, Fourthfest, and fireworks.
This decision took many
variables into account,
including state guidelines
and recommendations
from public health
officials. We know how
important the Fourth of
July is to our community
and are hopeful that we
will be able to celebrate
with all of you in 2021.

Updates from the Police Chief
COVID-19 has created so many challenges and impacted
all of us. There has been an overwhelming amount of
information to interpret and digest, including directives
guiding public behavior. I want to thank the members
of our community for demonstrating compliance and
understanding as it relates to the required safety
measures of battling COVID-19.
The Winnetka Police Department continues to embrace
community caretaking and an educational approach
while serving the public during this pandemic. We will
continue to provide the highest level of service possible
while continuing to navigate through the challenges
of COVID-19.
With the arrival of much anticipated warm weather,
traffic and pedestrian safety are of the utmost
importance. We urge bicyclists and motorists to be
respectful of one another and share the road. Nobody
is exempt from traffic regulations. Walkers and joggers
are encouraged to use paths, trails, and sidewalks. While
many people listen to music when enjoying outdoor
exercise, please be aware of your surroundings and use
caution before crossing streets.
Marc Hornstein, Police Chief

With the cancellation
of the Village’s 4th
of July events, along
with most 4th of July
celebrations in Illinois,
I want to remind our
residents that the
use of fireworks is
prohibited in Winnetka
unless authorized by the Village. This includes the use
of sky lanterns, which are considered fireworks. Sky
lanterns have become popular in recent years: they are
like circular kites with a candle in the center that float
into the atmosphere. They have also been attributed
to starting fires due to the fact that the person who
releases the sky lantern has no control of where it lands.
Please celebrate the 4th of July (and all summer holidays)
in a safe fashion by avoiding the use of fireworks. Enjoy
your time with your friends and family, and continue
following any physical distancing guidelines that may be
in place. Be safe. Be well.
Alan Berkowsky, Fire Chief

PARTICIPATE IN THE CENSUS
It’s now more important than ever
to take the Census: the funding
Winnetka receives from the state
of Illinois is based on our Census count. Participating
in the Census has never been easier: visit census.gov
or call 844-330-2020 to participate.

Spring Clean-Up Update
Winnetka’s annual Spring Clean-Up week was originally
scheduled to take place from April 27-30. This annual
event was postponed due to COVID-19. The Village will
continue to work with the Village’s contractor, Lakeshore
Recycling, which will conduct the Village’s Clean-Up, to
determine new dates once this event has been deemed
safe to conduct. The most current information will be
posted on the Village’s website and sent to residents via
the weekly email newsletter. Visit villageofwinnetka.org
for updates or to sign up for our email newsletter.
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VILLAGE OF WINNETKA SUMMER 2020
A Message from the Village President
Dear Neighbors,
Summer is normally a time of great activity and
celebration in Winnetka. In years past, I have been
proud and excited to invite the community to
participate in cherished old traditions and exciting
new ones. This year, a viral pandemic has put large
events on hold until the safety of residents can be
ensured. For the first time in memory, the Memorial
Day Parade and ceremony were canceled and a
virtual celebration took place instead. Fourth of July
festivities, the Winnetka Music Festival, Art in the
Village, and the Chamber Sidewalk Sale are also
canceled, and each of these cancellations were
difficult, but necessary decisions. The WinnetkaNorthfield Chamber of Commerce is hosting its
annual Farmers’ Market in accordance with social
distancing and face covering guidelines. Read more
on the back cover.
As the Governor has laid out his plan to reopen
Illinois, it is likely that this summer will see an easing
of restrictions on gatherings to permit groups
of ten or less to congregate together. While it is
disappointing that for the foreseeable future, social
distancing and face covering is our new normal, we
can feel confident and proud that our diligent efforts
of the past few months are leading us to recovery.
The Village has been working diligently to ensure
that core services are provided during the pandemic.
Village personnel have continued to serve the
residents of Winnetka each day, and we are grateful
for their contributions. We were in the middle of a
website redesign when the Stay at Home Order was
issued; the project stayed on track, and I’m pleased
to announce that Winnetka’s new website is up and
running! Please visit villageofwinnetka.org and
familiarize yourself with the new format and features.
We are also working to plan for budget impacts
caused by the pandemic. On May 12, $4.0 million
in budget cuts were presented to Village Council,
including deferred staff recruitments, reduced
overtime due to event cancellations, cutbacks to
supplies, reduced landscaping/forestry programs,
postponing capital projects, and reduced transfers to
other funds. Although we don’t know what the future
holds, we are conserving resources to prioritize
funding for the most critical Village initiatives and
retaining our dedicated staff.
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Support of our businesses has
been an ongoing concern since
businesses were first ordered
closed in March. The Village
revised its liquor regulations
to allow local restaurants to
sell packaged liquor curbside with carry-out meals.
We have also worked closely with restaurants to
allow them to offer outdoor seating to patrons. Our
Economic Development Coordinator is working with
businesses to apply for grants and other financial
assistance. An executive order was issued in May
expanding outdoor dining options for all our food
service establishments. Our businesses need your
support now more than ever: please shop and dine
local whenever possible.
The Village is conducting public meetings via the
WebEx platform, which allows participants to log in
and view the meetings. Those wishing to comment
on a Village Council agenda item should email
ContactCouncil@Winnetka.org before the meeting
begins; the comments will be read under the Public
Comment portion of the agenda. Log-in and public
comment information for individual Board or
Commission meetings can be found on the agenda
for each meeting, posted on our new website under
“Agendas.” Just as in normal times, community
participation in public meetings is very much
desired - I encourage you to download the
WebEx application and continue to attend
meetings remotely.
Finally, I appeal to our Winnetka community to look
for opportunities to help those in less fortunate
circumstances. Whether it’s shopping for an elderly
neighbor, volunteering at your Church or New Trier
Township, or donating to a COVID-19 crisis fund, we
are at our best when we demonstrate kindness and
compassion in the face of adversity.
May you have a safe and healthy summer.
Best regards,

Chris Rintz
Village President

Council Action Summary
February 11: The Council approved
equipment purchases for the Public
Works and Water & Electric Departments;
granted a Class A-1 liquor license for 501
Local at 501 Chestnut Street; and passed
an Ordinance amending a special use
permit for the Winnetka Presbyterian
Church. The Council also re-appointed
Village Attorney Peter Friedman, who
left Holland & Knight to establish an
independent law firm.

The Declaration of Emergency is available on
the Village’s website.

Village Council Members

March 3: The 2020 Street Rehabilitation Project was
approved, along with a paving contract to Chicagoland
Paving and the use of supplemental Motor Fuel Tax
funds to pay for street resurfacing.
March 10: The Council adopted intergovernmental
agreements with the Park District for stormwater detention
projects at the Skokie Playfields and Crow Island Park. These
agreements were the last in a series the Village negotiated
with New Trier High School, District 36, and the Park District
for stormwater detention projects in order to move forward
with a wetlands stormwater detention project on Forest
Preserve land west of Hibbard Road.
March 17: The Council held an emergency meeting to
pass legislation allowing Village business to continue during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The measures allow for public
meetings to be held by video or audio conference in light of
social distancing measures in effect to quell the spread of
the virus. Village Council passed and President Chris Rintz
executed a Declaration of Emergency for Winnetka.

April 21: At its first virtual meeting, held on the
secure WebEx platform, the Council approved
special rules for public comments at virtual
meetings. A special use permit for BlowDry
Boutique was approved; a contractor was
hired for the Boal Parkway Stormwater Pump
Station project; and technology upgrades for
the Village’s internal network were adopted. The
Council also extended Winnetka’s Declaration of Emergency.
May 12: Three Trustees took the oath of office for another
two-year term: Rob Apatoff, Penny Lanphier, and John
Swierk. Finance Director Tim Sloth gave a report on the
financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 2020
Budget: a $4.0 million shortfall is anticipated for the year
due to decreased revenues from the closing of nonessential businesses and the Stay at Home Order. Thanks
to Winnetka’s conservative Fund Balance policy, the Village
is well-positioned to weather short-term revenue shortfalls.
Proposed cost-cutting measures include deferring staff
recruitments, realizing reduced overtime costs as events
are canceled, reduced landscaping/forestry programs, and
postponing smaller capital projects and purchases.
May 19: The Council approved a proposal by Trustee Andy
Cripe to honor Winnetka’s fallen soldiers on Memorial Day
by placing flags on the Village Green, similar to the 9/11
Memorial. The flags were placed at sunrise by the Cripe
family and were removed after sunset on Memorial Day.

Downtown Streetscape: West Elm Project Completed Early
On March 16, the Village began construction on Phase II of
the Downtown Streetscape project, working on Elm Street
between Green Bay Road and Birch Street. The project
provided critical utility updates and modernizing the look
of the downtown area.
Work was originally planned to be substantially completed
by mid-June. However, as a result of business closures and
stay-at-home orders related to the COVID-19 pandemic,

the Village recognized an opportunity to construct on
an aggressive schedule without adversely impacting the
business community. The Village allowed the contractor to
work the entire project area at one time, which advanced
the project substantial completion from mid-June to
mid-May. As a result, businesses were able to reopen,
unhampered by construction, and the new amenities
and gathering spaces are now available for the benefit
of businesses and the public.

Residential Refuse Changes Update
The Village had planned to modify our residential refuse
collection program this summer to provide residents with
greater flexibility in selecting the level of refuse collection
service, in terms of size of refuse containers, that best fit
household need, and to provide curbside refuse collection
options for those who chose them. This project is paused

at the moment due to the COVID-19 pandemic. When the
Village resumes its development of curbside residential
refuse options, additional information will be provided
to residents. The current refuse collection program will
continue as-is.
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Village
Sign UpCommunications

Shop Winnetka Businesses

Our weekly newsletter to residents, E-Winnetka,
goes out on Fridays. Visit villageofwinnetka.org/
communications to sign up.

Winnetka’s retailers, restaurants, personal care services,
health and fitness centers are open for business!
Outdoor dining has opened at some restaurants
and has become a popular destination for visitors.
Businesses are embracing digital shopping and many
have thriving online stores. Please continue to support
Winnetka businesses by shopping local whenever
possible.

Village Telephone Numbers
Police/Fire/Paramedics Emergency
Police (Non-Emergency)
Fire (Non-Emergency)
Electric or Water Outages
Refuse and Recycling Collection
Manager/Finance Department
Public Works Department
Utility Department
Utility Billing Services
Community Development Department

911
847-501-6034
847-501-6029
847-501-2531
847-716-3568
847-501-6000
847-716-3568
847-716-3558
847-446-9550
847-716-3576

Village Council Meetings
Virtual meetings are held via WebEx at 7 PM. Agenda
materials and videos of previous meetings are
available at villageofwinnetka.org at “Agendas,” or
from the Village Manager’s Office.

villageofwinnetka.org

The Village’s Economic Development Coordinator, Liz
Dechant, has been working closely with businesses to
promote them via Village social media and to provide
guidance on maintaining safety for customers and
employees alike throughout the events related to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Find up-to-date information for
businesses at villageofwinnetka.org.
The Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce is
hosting its annual Farmers’ Market, taking place every
Saturday from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM in the parking lot
adjacent to Village Hall. Small farmers and vendors are
selling vegetables, flowers, cheese, meat and other
items. Customers are asked to follow social distancing
and safety guidelines to ensure the health of all visitors
and vendors. For more information, visit the Chamber’s
website at winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com.

