Winnetka Report
Celebrate Independence Day in Winnetka July 4
Parade 10:00 AM
The parade steps off from the intersection
of Elm Street and Glendale Avenue and
heads east through town all the way to
the Village Green. Watch and support
local organizations and your neighbors
as they march in Winnetka’s annual
Fourth of July Parade along with
orchestras, pipe bands, Dixieland
bands, jugglers, Uncle Sam on stilts,
and more!

Events on the Green 11:00 AM
After the parade, join the fun at the Village
Green including the traditional flag-raising
ceremony, children’s flag parade and
family races. Compete for the coveted
family trophy and let the bragging rights
begin. Stop by the Village of Winnetka’s
tent for additional 150th anniversary fun!

Fourthfest 6:00 PM
Celebrate our nation’s birthday at the
Winnetka Park District’s annual Fourthfest,
held at Duke Childs Field. Bring dinner
or purchase food while you enjoy music,
food and children’s activities prior to the
most spectacular fireworks on the North
Shore! A multitude of attractions and
entertainment includes face-painters,
balloonists, moon walks, a giant slide and
so much more. Fireworks last a little longer
this year to commemorate the 150th!
Games/Inflatables/Rides: 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Concert:

7:00 – 9:00 PM

Jesse White Tumblers:

8:00 PM

Fireworks:

9:20 PM

This year, an extra 5 minutes of fireworks will
celebrate the Village’s 150th!

Mark Your Calendars
June 1

Farmers’ Market Begins

June 21 & 22

Winnetka Music Festival

June 22 & 23

Art in the Village

June 29

Winnetka Historical Society Summer Gala

June 30

Red White and Blue 5K

July 4

Independence Day Celebrations

July 19 & 20

Sidewalk Sale

August 3

Green Bay Trail Day

August 24

Paper Shredding Event

September 22 Pioneer Day: Winnetka’s 150th Celebration

The 4th of July parade promises fun for all!

SUMMER 2019

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA SUMMER 2019
A Message from the Village President
In May, the Council welcomed new Trustee Jack Coladarci to its
ranks, and veteran Trustees Bob Dearborn and Andy Cripe were
sworn in for another term. Retiring Trustee Scott Myers contributed
his time and labors generously, and was instrumental in creating
the Winnetka Music Festival. We thank him for his service to the
community and wish him well. The Council continues to engage
with the public at its Community Conversations coffees, held
the second Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at Peet’s, on the
corner of Elm and Chestnut Streets. Please stop by and say hello,

ask a question, or offer a comment.
The Council has approved bidding out Phase I of the Downtown
Streetscape and Signage Plan for construction starting in late
summer. Read more about this exciting initiative to rejuvenate the
West Elm Business District on page 6.
During the first quarter of 2019, the Council adopted amendments
to the Commercial Zoning regulations and approved much-needed
enhancements to the Planned Development Ordinance. The Village
welcomes and needs input from the community on all issues and
initiatives – please stay tuned and offer your thoughts either at
public meetings, or by emailing ContactUs@Winnetka.org.
The Village Council strives to identify possibilities for taxpayer
savings. The 2019 Budget, for the fifth year in a row, did not
raise the Village’s portion of current residents’ property taxes.
Intergovernmental cooperation can provide economies while still
preserving service levels. Read about the joint water system analysis
with the Village of Glencoe on page 3; and the 80% Federal funding

We celebrated Winnetka’s 150th birthday
during the annual Winnetka landmark trolley
tours by offering an additional day of tours
and a special booklet to commemorate
the Village’s architectural heritage. Visit the Village’s tent at the
Events on the Green following the 4th of July parade, where more
Sesquicentennial events will take place. For more information, be
sure to read the special insert in this newsletter.
The Village’s Economic Development Coordinator is busy marketing
our commercial districts to add vitality and increase sales tax dollars.
We’re excited that Italian restaurant Tocco is coming to 507 Chestnut
Street in Winnetka after closing its popular Wicker Park location.
Please stay engaged and informed about local initiatives in
2019 and beyond by visiting the Village’s website:
villageofwinnetka.org.
I wish you all a healthy and happy summer.
Best regards,

Chris Rintz
Village President

Village Council Contact

Refuse & Recycling Schedule

Village President

Independence Day (Thursday Holiday)
CRintz@Winnetka.org

847-441-5718

Andrew Cripe

ACripe@Winnetka.org

847-441-8055

Robert Dearborn

RDearborn@Winnetka.org

847-446-2961

Penfield Lanphier

PLanphier@Winnetka.org

847-441-8995

Jack Coladarci

JColadarci@Winnetka.org

847-784-1623

John Swierk

JSwierk@Winnetka.org

847-446-6460

Anne Wedner

AWedner@Winnetka.org

847-845-6416

Christopher Rintz
Village Trustees
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of the bridge reconstruction at Green Bay
road and Oak/Cherry Streets on page 5.

Week of June 30 – July 6

Monday and Tuesday collections will be as scheduled.
Thursday collections will be on Wednesday.
Friday collections will be as scheduled.

Labor Day (Monday Holiday)
Week of September 8 – 14

Monday collections will be Tuesday.
Tuesday collections will be Wednesday.
Thursday & Friday collections will be as scheduled.

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA SUMMER 2019
Downtown Streetscape
Improvements Update
On May 7, the Village Council reviewed construction
documents and gave Village staff authorization to seek bids
for Phase 1 Downtown streetscape improvements, which
includes the area of Chestnut Street: between Spruce and
Elm streets, the intersection at Chestnut and Elm, as well as
Chestnut and Spruce.

Council Action Summary
• February 19: The Council proclaimed March 10, 2019 as “Founder’s Day”
to honor the 150th anniversary of Winnetka’s dedication as a chartered
Illinois municipality. The Council also approved Phase III construction
engineering for the rehabilitation of the Cherry and Oak Street bridges:
the project will receive 80% funding from the Federal government.
• March 19: A Public Hearing for proposed Commercial District Zoning
amendments was held and the Ordinance was introduced. The Council
awarded a contract for the design and construction of a fire suppression
system at the Electric Department’s Northfield Load Center.
• April 4: Commercial District Zoning amendments were adopted:
permitted uses were refreshed, special use standards were fine-tuned,
and the Retail Overlay boundaries were adjusted. A Public Hearing on
proposed amendments to the Planned Development ordinance was
held, and the hearing was continued until April 25 to allow more time
for public comment. The Council also approved an agreement between
Winnetka and Glencoe for the Winnetka Fire Department to provide fire
inspection services to the Village of Glencoe.

Substantial completion of Streetscape is targeted for mid-October.

The current schedule includes bid opening in early June: the
Council is scheduled to award a construction contract in midJune if favorable bids are received. Construction would begin
after the Sidewalk Sale near the end of July with substantial
completion in mid-October. Landscape items would be
installed in the spring of 2020.
Streetscape improvements will include reconstructed
sidewalks, creation of gathering areas at intersections, and
installation of new light fixtures, trees, and streetscape
furnishings.

Continue to stay up-to-date on Streetscape and
the Phase I construction schedule through Twitter
(#winnetkastreetscape) and the Village website
villageofwinnetka.org/residents/downtownstreetscape

• April 16: Another agreement between the Villages of Winnetka and
Glencoe was approved: this time for an engineering study to determine
the feasibility of combining Glencoe and Winnetka water systems. The
Village Council is continuously looking for opportunities to cut costs by
identifying efficiencies and improving intergovernmental cooperation.
• April 25: Planned Development amendments were adopted: the
ordinance requires Planned Development applicants to present a
conceptual plan preview to the Council and appear for a preliminary
plan review with Village staff. In addition, it establishes an ad hoc Planned
Development Commission, drawn from members of the Zoning Board
of Appeals and the Plan Commission, to consider applications.
• May 7: Special Use Permits were approved for the Community House
and Crow Island School to allow playground enhancements at each
facility. Phase I Streetscape construction bids were also authorized.
Construction of streetscape improvements is scheduled to begin after
the annual Sidewalk Sale and will be carefully phased to cause the least
amount of disruption to local businesses. Trustee Scott Myers retired after
four years on the Village Council, and new Trustee Jack Coladarci was
sworn in. The Council thanks Trustee Myers for the generous donation of
his time, expertise, and energy in serving the Winnetka community.

Summer Street Construction
Street construction will occur this summer to perform
water main and rehabilitation work:
• o n Westmoor Road between Hibbard Road and
Rosewood Avenue
• o n Mount Pleasant Street between Chestnut Street
and Ridge Avenue

villageofwinnetka.org

Village President Chris Rintz is sworn in for a new term at the
May 7 Village Council meeting.
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Summer Safety Updates
Keep Away From Downed Power Lines

Hydrant Flushing

During storms, high winds, and other emergencies, power lines may
come down onto the ground. It is best to assume that all lines are
live, and wires touching the ground may still be energized. Many of
these lines are not insulated, and any contact with them, direct or
indirect, can cause harm.
To stay safe, always maintain a safe distance (10 feet or more) from
power lines. Never let children climb trees near power lines. Hire a
qualified contractor to perform any tree trimming near power lines.
If you have questions about removing limbs near power lines, call
the Water & Electric Department at 847-716-3558.
To report a downed power line, power outage, or electric
emergency, contact the Water & Electric Department’s emergency
number at 847-501-2531.

Be sure water runs clear after nearby fire hydrants are flushed!

Over the summer months, the Fire Department will flow-test hydrants
in Winnetka. Signs will be placed in the areas to be tested. To view a
map of the testing areas, visit the News section on home page of the
Village’s website.
During flow testing, sediment accumulations are removed from the
water system. You may notice water discoloration for a brief period
after a flow test in your area. While the water is safe to drink, it
can discolor laundry. If this occurs, run the faucet for several
minutes or until the discoloration subsides. If the water does

not become clear after this procedure, please contact the Water
Department at 847-716-3558.
Always assume downed power lines are live.

Safety Tips from
Marc Hornstein,
Chief of Police
As we approach the warmth of summer, the Police Department
would like to share a few tips to make yours safe and enjoyable.
•W
 arm weather means construction season. Please remember to
slow down and proceed with caution and to comply with Scott’s
Law, which requires motorists approaching a stopped emergency/
construction vehicle with their hazard lights flashing to move into a
non-adjacent lane. If that is not possible, vehicles must slow down
to a safe speed for the road conditions.
• A new Illinois law is in effect requiring drivers to use the Dutch
Reach Method: opening your car door with your right hand to
increase awareness of potential blind spots when parallel-parked.
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The goal is to prevent door crashes that commonly occur with
bicyclists.
• Protect yourself against telephone solicitations and scams: one
currently popular scam is a caller pretending to be a police officer
and reporting that an arrest warrant was issued for missing jury
duty. The scammer may threaten to arrest the victim if they do
not provide payment. If you receive a call of similar nature, do
not provide the caller with any information or funds. Report the
incident to the Winnetka Police Department.
• N
 ever leave a key/fob inside your car, and remove all
valuables from your vehicle.

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA SUMMER 2019
Fire Safety Message from Alan Berkowsky,
Chief of the Fire Department

Oak Street and Cherry Street
Bridge Rehabilitation Project

Keep the following guidelines in mind to maximize your safety and
enjoyment of our warm weather:

This summer, the bridges on Oak Street and Cherry Street will
each have their superstructure fully removed and replaced.
The project will require the closure of Cherry Street from Green
Bay Road to Maple Street and Oak Street from Green Bay Road
to Lincoln Avenue. Only one bridge will be closed at a
time. Cherry Street is scheduled to be closed first, starting in
late May through July, with closure of Oak Street to follow from
August through October. There will be a detour route with
signage in place while each bridge is being replaced.

• When traveling, select hotels that are protected by smoke alarms
and a fire sprinkler system. Pay attention to the posted escape plan
in your hotel room, and count the number of doors between your
room and the nearest exit so you can locate it in an emergency.
• At a theater or sporting event, make sure you are aware of exit
locations. Spectators will try to exit the same way they entered, so
look for alternate options.
• When grilling, make sure that the grill is placed well away from
anything that can burn, never leave it unattended, and keep
children and pets far away while the grill is in use. Clean your grill
regularly to remove grease or fat buildup. If you use a gas grill, make
sure the lid is open before lighting it. If you use a charcoal grill, let
coals cool completely before disposing of them in a metal container.
Stay safe this summer. While the last thing you might want to think
about is an emergency situation, it’s important to be prepared.

Impacted
construction
areas

Construction work will not affect the Metra train schedule,
however, while the Oak Street bridge is being replaced, there
will not be access to current drop-off zones and stairways. Elm
Station Metra riders may use stairways and elevators accessible
from both Lincoln Avenue and the West Elm Lot.

Paper Shredding Event:
Shred Your Sensitive Documents
The Village of Winnetka will host a document destruction event at
the Public Works Yards, 1390 Willow Road, August 24 from 9 AM
to 12 PM. Residents from Winnetka and other Solid Waste Agency
of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) communities are eligible to
participate. IDs will be checked for verification of residency.
Residents may stay in their vehicles while staff removes sensitive
documents. Paper, which is cross-shredded on site, will be recycled.
There is a limit of six file boxes or paper bags per vehicle; plastic/metal
clips and binders must be removed.
Paper in plastic bags will not be accepted. Plastic is a

The Green Bay Trail that passes under both the Cherry Street
and Oak Street Bridges will remain open during construction,
with the exception of intermittent closures while major work
takes place. Signage will be posted in advance to notify of
those anticipated trail closures.
The Village regularly inspects its bridges to verify that the
structural conditions meet Federal safety guidelines, which
allows the Village to acquire Federal funding to make
necessary replacements.
Updates on construction progress will be posted on the
Village website: villageofwinnetka.org.

Cherry and Oak Street
bridge superstructures
will be removed and
replaced this summer,
one at a time.

contaminant - as are photos, slides, and any other non-paper items.
Please do not include magazines, greeting cards, or newspapers, as
these can be recycled.
For more information on SWANCC’s recycling programs, please
contact the Agency at 847-724-9205 or visit SWANCC’s website at
swancc.org.

villageofwinnetka.org
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Updates from The Village of Winnetka’s Business Development Office
Over the past few months, Winnetka has welcomed several new
dining destinations, and more are in the pipeline. In May, Chef
Michael Lachowicz reopened the award winning George Trois
restaurant and unveiled two new concepts at 64 Green Bay Road;
Aboyer and Silencieux. Adelheidi’s Gelato opened its doors on
Lincoln Avenue just in time for warm weather, bringing muchneeded frozen desserts to the downtown area. Winnnetka’s business
districts will play host to a number of events and festivals this
summer, creating a variety of opportunities for residents and visitors
explore our many shops and restaurants.
Many Hubbard Woods businesses stay open until 8 PM and offer
snacks and beverages as part of monthly First Fridays events
occurring every month through October. These Fridays are a great
time to check out all that the Hubbard Woods business district has

to offer, including retail favorites like Skandal, Bedside Manor,
Material Possessions, and Randoons, which is celebrating 20
years of business this year.
The Winnetka Chamber of
Commerce is assisting with
the East Elm Wine Walk on
September 14. Now in its fifth
year, the Wine Walk draws
attendees to tour area businesses
while sampling wines and raising
money for Boys Hope Girls Hope
of Illinois.
Adelheidi’s Gelato is now open on
Lincoln Avenue.

Farmers’ Market Keeps it Fresh
Visit the Winnetka Farmers’ Market in the Village Hall south
parking lot (Oak Street and Green Bay Road) beginning

Saturday, June 1 through Saturday, October 19 from
7:30 AM -12:30 PM, rain or shine! There will be no market

Many downtown area shops will also
be partnering with PAWS animal
rescue to host adoptable cats and
dogs as part of the Angels with Tails
pet adoption event on June 15

on June 22 when the Music Festival takes place. The market is
operated by the Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce
and is sponsored by the Village of Winnetka. Shoppers will be
welcomed by many produce and food-related vendors, as well as other retailers and local Chamber members.

Farmers’ Market days are a great time to stop by neighboring businesses like The Book Stall, Lakeside Foods, Good Grapes, Village Toys,
and new restaurant Tocco, which is expected to open on Chestnut Court this summer. Many downtown area shops will also be partnering
with PAWS animal rescue to host adoptable cats and dogs as part of the Angels with Tails pet adoption event on June 15. On the last Sunday
morning of each month, FuelFed car club rolls into town for the Coffee & Classics Car Show along Elm Street and Lincoln Avenue.

Winnetka Park District Presents Wednesday in the Woods
Something for Everyone in 2019
Join the Winnetka Park District on Wednesday
evenings beginning June 12 for live music, food,
and drinks at Hubbard Woods Park! Food and
drinks are available for purchase starting at 6 PM and
bands start at 7 PM. For concert dates and additional
information, click here: bit.ly/2JwgU8C.

Wednesday in the Woods: Children’s Concerts

On select Wednesdays throughout the summer,
interactive children’s concerts will be held at
Hubbard Woods Park from 11-11:45 AM. Don’t
forget your child’s bathing suit for the splash pad!
For concert dates and additional information, click
here: bit.ly/2YH8WgC.

2019 Environmental and Forestry Commission Green Award Recipients
Recipients of the Village’s third-annual Green Awards were
recognized at the May 21 Village Council meeting for their
exceptional commitment to sustainable and environmentallyfriendly practices. The Green Awards program recognizes individuals,
properties, and households within our community that demonstrate
best practices in the following categories: green building, recycling/
waste reduction, land, air, climate, water/stormwater, energy, and
innovation/other.
Amanda and George Hanley, of 855 Auburn Avenue, were selected
for the category of climate for constructing six vegetable beds,
6

installing a hoop house, planting edible fruit trees/shrubs, converting
native plantings, and incorporating green outdoor features, including
LED lights and recycling furnishings.
Mercedes and Bernardo Sichel, of 420 Birch Street, were selected for
the category of water/stormwater. After severe basement flooding
in 2017, they constructed two commercial-grade pits, along with
three sump pumps and four battery backups for the pumps. They
also raised their ten window wells to the highest possible level and
covered them with new lids, running alternative over-the-ground
pipe in the back of the house to direct water into their yard.

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA SUMMER 2019
Excitement Builds for Winnetka Music Festival
The 2019 Winnetka Music Festival will be held on Friday, June 21,
from 5:00 PM - 11:00 PM and Saturday, June 22, from 9:30
AM – 11:00 PM in the Elm Street Business District. This year, a

$20 ticket will be needed to see the mainstage shows on Saturday
night. Wristbands are offered at three levels: General
Admission, VIP, and Patron.
Throughout the area, festival-goers can enjoy
the offerings of food trucks, local eateries, and
craft beer and wine vendors. The Winnetka Music
Festival Sale will also showcase local businesses
within festival grounds. Take advantage of special
discounts, free shipping, and other great offerings
while you enjoy music, food, and fun.

This year’s festival headliner is Moon Taxi: last year, they released
their 5th studio album, Let the Record Play, which features
their breakthrough single “Too High.” The band has thrived on
the touring circuit for years, bringing electric performances to
Coachella, Austin City Limits, Bonnaroo, and beyond.
They performed their hit single on The Today Show
and Jimmy Kimmel Live.
For information on artists, schedules, main show
tickets, and a map of the venue, visit the festival
website: winnetkamusicfestival.com.
As this is the same weekend as Art in the Village,
organizers of both events are coordinating a shuttle between the
two event locations on June 22.

To encourage attendees to explore area businesses during the festival, the Village
of Winnetka will be offering limited edition reusable tote bags to the first 800
attendees who stop by the Village tent with a receipt showing that they’ve spent
$50 or more at downtown stores or restaurants on June 21 or 22.
Winnetka Park District Red, White & Blue 5K

Art in the Village Returns

Bring your family, friends and neighbors out on June 30 from 7-9
AM at Skokie Playfield to join in on the fun! This race is a great
way to kick-off Fourth of July festivities a few days early for ages 13
and older. Check in for the race will be held from 7 – 7:45AM. Any
participants walking during the race must use the sidewalk. This
event is held rain or shine. No refunds will be offered to participants
on the day of the event due to weather. Visit winpark.org for
more information.

The Village of
Winnetka is proud
to be a lead sponsor
of the North Shore
Art League’s fourthannual Annual Art
in the Village event
on June 22 and 23

Enjoy a wide variety of art from local and national artists.

from 10 AM-5 PM
in Hubbard Woods
Park. Thousands of art lovers are expected to attend this annual

juried exhibition featuring the work of both local and nationallyknown artists. Art in the Village will feature food and refreshments
from local businesses. For more information, including a list of
participating artists, visit northshoreartleague.org.

The race starts at 8 AM!

Art in the Village will feature food and
refreshments from local businesses

The Sidewalk Sale is Back!
The Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce is scheduled to
take over sidewalks, streets and shops in Winnetka and Northfield
for the North Shore’s premier sidewalk sale, Friday, July 19 and
Saturday, July 20, from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. The Sidewalk Sale
promises to bring fun, food, and fantastic savings for shoppers. The
Winnetka-Northfield Chamber will also welcome unique specialty
merchants to the area during the sale. Shoppers can browse specialty

villageofwinnetka.org

merchandise, food vendors, local restaurants, charity organizations,
and other professional services as they enjoy the day.
The street fair atmosphere will also include a children’s “KidEntrepreneur” section in Hubbard Woods Park, featuring live music
and items made by local children, including duct tape wallets,
face painting, and crafts. For more information, visit the Chamber’s
website: winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com.
7

Standard Presort
ECRWSS
U.S. Postage

The Winnetka Report

PAID

Village of Winnetka
510 Green Bay Road
Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Permit No. 7
60093

Postal Customer
Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blower Prohibition

Stay Connected

From June 1 through September 30, Village ordinance prohibits
the use of gasoline-powered leaf blowers at all times.

Sign up for Village Communications to stay current with
all of the exciting business developments in the Village at
villageofwinnetka.org.

These restrictions also apply to the use of electric leaf blowers
plugged into portable gasoline generators. If you employ
landscapers, please make sure that they are aware of Winnetka’s
leaf blower ordinance.
The leaf blower restrictions do not apply to golf course lawn
upkeep, employees of the Village performing road maintenance,
or electric leaf blowers plugged into normal electrical outlets.

Now on Social Media
Facebook:

@Winnetka.IL
@WinnetkaPolice

Twitter:

@WinnetkaIL
@WinnetkaPolice

Instagram:

@VillageofWinnetka

Village Telephone Numbers
Police/Fire/Paramedics Emergency

911

Police (Non-Emergency)

847-501-6034

Fire (Non-Emergency)

847-501-6029

Electric or Water Outages

847-501-2531

Refuse and Recycling Collection

847-716-3568

Manager/Finance Department

847-501-6000

Public Works Department

847-716-3568

Utility Department

847-716-3558

Utility Billing Services

847-446-9550

Community Development Department

847-716-3576

villageofwinnetka.org

Village Council Meetings
Meetings start at 7 PM at Village Hall, 510 Green Bay Road
Agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org
“Meetings & Agendas” or at the Winnetka Library Reference
Desk and Village Hall Manager’s Office.
Webcasts of the meetings are available the following morning
at villageofwinnetka.org “Watch Council Meetings Online.”

