Founder’s Day Celebration - Sunday, March 10, 2 PM
Winnetka Community House
March 10, 1869 marks the date of Winnetka’s founding—150 years ago! Join us
for our 150th anniversary kick-off event - Founder’s Day. The spirit of Founder’s Day
honors Winnetka’s 150 year legacy and celebrates our community.
WTTW’s Geoffrey Baer will be presenting “150 Years of People, Places and Progress.”
The program will discuss the people and places that shaped Winnetka’s past and
present, and will highlight Winnetka’s contributions that extend beyond our borders.
As a fun twist on WTTW’s recurring “Ask Geoffrey” segment, District 36 students will
be present to ask Geoffrey a question of their own related to Winnetka’s history.
Refreshments will be available, along with a special community Toast to Winnetka.
The event is free and in partnership with the Winnetka Community House, Winnetka
Historical Society, and District 36.
To learn more and RSVP for the Founder’s Day event, visit Winnetka’s
Sesquicentennial website: winnetka150.org
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Downtown Streetscape Improvements
The Village Council has directed staff to prepare construction
drawings for Phase 1 Downtown streetscape improvements,
which includes the area of Chestnut Street between Spruce
and Elm streets, as well as the intersections at Chestnut at Elm
and Chestnut at Spruce.

Streetscape improvements will include reconstructed
sidewalks, creation of gathering areas at intersections, and
installation of new light fixtures, trees, streetscape furnishings
and fixtures.
During the preparation of the construction
drawings, a business community and public
open house will be held to allow for comments
on the documents prior to staff and the Village
Council finalizing them. Once in final form,
the project will be put out for bids. The Village
Council is currently scheduled to review and
award the bids in July, with construction to begin
in August.

Proposed view looking south along Chestnut
Street toward the Elm Street intersection
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A Message from the Village President
Work continues in 2019 on two central programs: flood relief in
southwest Winnetka, and business district revitalization. As you will
read on the cover of this issue of the Winnetka Report, the Council
has approved a contract for engineering design to commence
Phase I of the Downtown Streetscape and Signage Plan. The Council
followed a nine-month public process to develop the Plan, and
formally adopted it last June. After hearing apprehensions expressed
by business owners, the Village held two special meetings with
merchants to more fully understand their concerns about the Plan.
After this engagement, the Plan was further amended to address
apprehensions related to parking and tree loss. The result is a Plan
the entire community can be proud of. As the final details are
perfected, the designers will provide updates to Village Council
and the public at future Council meetings. To facilitate further
efforts to revitalize the business districts, the Council anticipates
refining the Retail Overlay District zoning provisions in the near
future, and is considering possible enhancements to the
Planned Development Ordinance.

More about this event can be found on
the front page. Please also visit the special
Sesquicentennial website: Winnetka150.
org to read about the People, Places and
Progress of the Village of Winnetka.

Negotiations continue with our governmental partners, (District 36,
New Trier High School, and the Winnetka Park District) to complete
the agreements necessary to fulfill our commitments to the Forest
Preserve District of Cook County, which require broad-based
community participation for off-site water storage. We are hoping
to share details of these agreements during the Spring, pending
confirmation of budgetary compliance.

I urge you to stay informed and engaged with Village activities
and programs. Visit our website, VillageofWinnetka.org, for
information on upcoming Village events and to view Council
Meeting agenda materials.

2019 is also a year of great celebration for Winnetka! One
hundred and fifty years ago our Village officially incorporated as a
chartered Illinois municipality. There are special events planned to
commemorate this milestone in our history, beginning on March
10 with a Founder’s Day celebration at the Community House.

Memorial Day Observance
May 27, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
The Winnetka Park District invites the
community to the Village’s annual
Memorial Day observance. The parade
begins at 10:00 AM from the corner of
Glendale and Elm Streets and heads east to the Village Green,
525 Maple Street (between Elm and Oak Streets). A ceremony
immediately follows on the Green. In case of inclement weather,
an indoor ceremony will be held in the auditorium at The Skokie
School. If you are interested in volunteering as a parade marshal,
please contact Toby Ross at 847-501-2040.

Refuse & Recycling Schedule
Memorial Day Week (May 27 – 31)
Monday collections will be on Tuesday.
Tuesday collections will be on Wednesday.
Thursday & Friday collections will be as usual.
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The Winnetka Music Festival will be back for
the third time on June 21 and 22. This event has proven extremely
enjoyable for all, and was voted Best Neighborhood Festival of
the North Shore by Make it Better magazine. The event will be
moved entirely east of Green Bay Road to provide more
convenient access to the music, food, and other attractions.
Visit winnetkamusicfestival.com for more information
and scheduling.
Our new Economic Development Coordinator, Cindy Plante,
has been hard at work to lure new businesses to Winnetka.
We’re expecting several new restaurants to bring excitement
to the Village in 2019. Read about them on page 3.

Best regards,

Chris Rintz
Village President

Now on Social Media
The Village of Winnetka is on social media and looks forward to
connecting with you! Follow us for the latest on new businesses,
events, meetings, and happenings in our community.
Facebook:

@Winnetka.IL
@WinnetkaPolice

Twitter:

@WinnetkaIL
@WinnetkaPolice

Instagram:

@VillageofWinnetka
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New Restaurants are Cooking in Winnetka
Although no new businesses have opened in Winnetka since the
beginning of 2019, there are several in the pipeline preparing to
open in Winnetka later this year. Many of the new businesses in the
works are restaurants.
Spirit Elephant plans to open later this year in Hubbard Woods at
924 Green Bay Road. The full-service restaurant will focus on plantbased cuisine, local beer, and craft cocktails. Chef Bruno Abate is
working to relocate longtime Wicker Park Italian restaurant Tocco to
507 Chestnut Street. Renovations are also currently underway at 552
Lincoln Avenue, the future home of Adelheidi’s Gelato, which is
expected to open in time for peak ice cream season.
Winnetka’s existing eateries are making moves as well. Sandwich
staple Stacked and Folded recently announced plans to open
a second location in Evanston, while remaining committed to
the original Winnetka location on Lincoln Avenue. Chef Michael
Lachowicz shocked neighbors and food writers with a recent
announcement that he will be closing Restaurant Michael in

March, just weeks after its 20-seat George Trois concept was
crowned Restaurant of the Year at the Jean Banchet awards.
Lachowicz assured fans that he and his team aren’t going anywhere,
and that George Trois will reopen in May. Look forward to more
announcements about the restaurant later this spring.

Tocco expected soon in West Elm

Spirit Elephant in Hubbard Woods

43rd Annual Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce Recognition Lunch
Wednesday, April 10, 11 AM
Winnetka Community House, 620 Lincoln Avenue
Since 1976, the Recognition Lunch has honored
business leaders, local volunteers, educators
and Village organizations for their extraordinary
service to our communities. The annual event is
hosted by the Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of
Commerce each April.
The awards ceremony, held at The Winnetka
Community House, is attended by 250 residents,
business and community leaders. The day
includes pre-event networking, colorful table
top sponsorships, a silent auction showcasing
local merchants, a fashion show featuring local
retailers, and gift bags stuffed with promotional
items from Chamber businesses.
The Recognition Lunch is a remarkable
celebration of “the best” of Winnetka and
Northfield. The guests and honorees leave
with a great sense of pride and gratitude for
the business people, volunteers and residents
of our communities.
Because 2019 is the Village of Winnetka’s 150th
Birthday, the lunch will honor the business
and individuals who have been in Winnetka
for generations, along with those new to our
community.

villageofwinnetka.org

2019 Honoree Categories
The names of honorees will be publicized once all honorees have been notified.
• Business Leader of the Year
• Lifetime Achievement Award
• Woman of the Year
• Man of the Year
• Educator of the Year
• Winnetka Village Honoree of the Year
• Winnetka Public Safety Officer of the Year
• Heart of the Community

Tickets/ Attendance:
All are welcome! Invitations to the lunch are available on the WinnetkaNorthfield Chamber of Commerce website (winnetkanorthfieldchamber.
com) or by calling the Chamber office (847-446-4451). Tickets may be purchased
by check, credit card or directly online through the Chamber website.
Ticket price: $55 /ticket or $500/ table of ten. For more info or to order tickets,
contact membership@winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com; or 847-446-4451.

1923
Winnetka-Northfield
Chamber of
Commerce is founded

Member
count today

300

43
Awards recognized
annually for 43 years
this year
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The Winnetka Village Council
2018 Highlights
• January 8: The Council voted for the third time
to be a lead sponsor of the Winnetka Music
Festival, scheduled for June and 22, 2019. The
popular event will be reconfigured this year to
provide an even better experience for attendees,
and tickets for Saturday’s last two headliner
concerts will be required to ensure financial
viability of the festival for years to come. The
Council also approved moving forward with
zoning relief to allow an additional array of cell
antennas at the Public Safety Building, in the
interest of providing cell phone users optimal
reception in the Village.
• January 15: The Landmark Preservation
Commission honored the 2018 Preservation
Award winners with a ceremony and
presentation of plaques for the homeowners
and their architects. The Council approved
amendments to the C-2 Retail Overlay
boundaries, standards, and uses; the next step
will be a public hearing on the proposed changes
and adoption of a Zoning Code amendment.
• February 5: The Council Approved a Zoning
map amendment to annex 1311 Scott Avenue,
authorized the disposition of surplus Village
property, and approved a contract to replace
the Water Plant roof.
• February 12: The Council discussed
implementation of Phase I of the Streetscape
Plan in the West Elm Business District. After
conducting outreach and engagement with the
business community over the winter, the Plan
was modified to address concerns of the affected
merchants. The Council was generally satisfied
that the plan in its current iteration is in the best
interests of the Village, and approved soliciting
construction engineering bids for the project.

April 2, 2019 Consolidated Election - Key Dates
The Village of Winnetka has three Trustees and a Village President on the ballot
in this off-year election. All are running unopposed. Below are important
dates for the April 2 election. The Cook County Clerk’s website has complete
information for voters at cookcountyclerk.com/agency/elections.
Early voting and grace period registration will take place at Wilmette’s
Centennial Ice Rink: 2300 Old Glenview Road on weekdays and Saturdays
from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; and on Sundays from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM.
March

5

April

Early voting
begins

Grace period
registration/voting
ends

18

Last day of regular
voter registration

2019

March

1

Grace period
registration/voting
begins

Early
voting ends

March

March

6

28

ELECTION
DAY

2

April

Enroll in Smart911

The Village would like to remind residents and businesses about Smart911Winnetka Alerts – a free emergency alert system that allows the Village and
other government agencies to communicate timely information on weather,
traffic, or other critical incidents. Users may subscribe for notifications via email,
text, or voice message.
A significant feature of the Smart911 system is the Safety Profile, which
provides important information for emergency personnel to help them
respond armed with valuable facts. The information in your Safety Profile
is secure and confidential, and is only used by emergency firstresponders.

Chris Rintz, President
Andrew Cripe, Trustee
Penny Lanphier, Trustee
Bob Dearborn, Trustee
Scott Myers, Trustee
Anne Wedner, Trustee
John Swierk, Trustee
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CRintz@Winnetka.org
ACripe@Winnetka.org
PLanphier@Winnetka.org
RDearborn@Winnetka.org
SMyers@Winnetka.org
AWedner@Winnetka.org
JSwierk@Winnetka.org

For smartphone users, a Smart911 app is available for download at Smart911
App, or by texting “Smart911” to 67283 for the download link.

“Individuals that create a Safety Profile will
be better prepared in all towns and countries
across the country that support Smart911.”
– Chief of Police, Marc Hornstein
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Winnetka Preservation Awards
The Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission recently awarded
Preservation Awards to two Winnetka properties. The awards presentation
took place at the January 15, 2019, Village Council meeting.
The Preservation Awards program seeks to honor those construction projects
in the village that have helped preserve the history and character of the village.
The program has three categories of awards: Restoration, Rehabilitation, and
New Construction.
The following properties were presented with awards:

Stormwater Management
and Pollution Prevention
In Winnetka, stormwater drains directly into Lake
Michigan or the Skokie River. Rainwater in our
area picks up pollutants such as excess fertilizers,
herbicides, insecticides, oil and grease from cars,
pet waste, and other toxic chemicals and deposits
them into storm drains. In addition to these
pollutants, stormwater runoff can also pick up
mulch and loose soils/leaves, creating obstructions
for the Village’s storm sewer system and causing
localized flooding. Ground pollutants not only
harm fish and other aquatic life, but can also enter
our drinking water supplies, increasing treatment
costs.
Pet waste is a significant source of runoff pollution,
as it leads to low oxygen levels and increased
ammonia in local waterways. Never dispose of pet
waste down the storm drainage system; it should
be thrown away in the trash or flushed, without
the pet waste bag, down the toilet.

901 Hill Road (Rehabilitation)
Owners: Scott and Erin Dickes
Architect: Chip Hackley, Hackley & Associates
975 Oak Street
(Rehabilitation)
Owners: Jasma and Rahul Ghai
Architect: Sue Auerbach,
Auerbach and Associates

Congratulations to all
the award recipients!
The Winnetka Landmark
Preservation Commission will
be accepting nominations for
next year’s program beginning
in March 2019.

The Village of Winnetka has adopted ordinances
banning the use of phosphorus fertilizers and
coal tar driveway sealant. Professional driveway
sealant contractors are required to obtain a
Pavement Sealant License from the Village before
commencing any work. The Village has also
developed guidelines to address stormwater issues
and general engineering consideration, for either
existing properties or those being redeveloped.
Visit the Village’s website: VillageofWinnetka.
org > Public Works > Documents to download
a Driveway Sealant License application, or the
Village’s Engineering Guidelines.
If you have questions or need additional
information, please contact the Village of Winnetka
Public Works Department at 847-716-3568.

Electronic Recycling Resumes April 4
The Electronic Recycling Program, which was on hold for the winter months,
will resume on April 4! Starting on that date, household electronics will
be accepted at the Winnetka Public Works Yards, 1390 Willow Road, every
Thursday from 1:00 - 3:00 PM. Only household electronics will be accepted.
The Village’s other recycling programs include: Styrofoam, CFL bulbs, batteries,
handheld electronics, holiday lights, and gym shoes. Bring these items to the
Yards any time during regular business hours.

villageofwinnetka.org
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The 2019 Annual Spring Clean-up
April 22 – April 25
Monday, April 22:
North of Tower Road
Tuesday, April 23:
Tower Road to Pine Street
Wednesday, April 25:
Pine Street to Willow Road
Thursday, April 25:
South of Willow Road

The goal of the yearly spring rubbish collection is to reduce fire
hazards in the home. Public Works employees will remove from
the parkway anything that two men can reasonably lift into a truck.
Electronics, yard waste, dirt, stone, logs, construction materials/
debris, batteries, paint, and other liquids will not be picked
up. To minimize litter problems, the rubbish should be placed
on residential parkways no earlier than the evening before the
scheduled pickup, and no later than 7:00 AM on pickup day. There
will be no call-backs if the material is not on the parkway by the
scheduled time.
This is an excellent opportunity to clean out your attic, basement,
and garage, thereby making a significant contribution to
community fire safety. Residents are encouraged to recycle as
many items as possible before putting out items for pickup. If you
have any questions, please call the Public Works Department at
847-716-3568 weekdays.

Locate Underground Utilities: Call JULIE
Have you noticed an area in your yard or parkway where
someone has placed colored flags or painted lines? These marks
identify underground utilities. Each color identifies a different
type of utility line and aids excavators to prevent damage to
underground utilities.
BLUE

= water

RED

= electric

ORANGE

= CATV/ phone

YELLOW

= gas

WHITE

= proposed excavation

Residents who will be digging in their yards for landscaping or
construction purposes should always remember to dial 8-1-1
or 800-892-0123 before digging. JULIE (Joint Utility Locating
Information for Excavators) provides a free service to call for the
locating and marking of underground utility facilities. Each utility
owner is notified by JULIE and responds to mark their facilities
within two working days from the call.
So why are there marks in your yard? Are you having cable or
underground electric service installed? A patio poured or fence
installed? Are you having new landscaping or trees planted?
A contractor performing these type of projects would call J.U.L.I.E.
Additional information is available on JULIE at the website:
illinois1call.com.

Public Safety
Reminders from
the Police Chief
Every year during tax season, people can be targeted by scams
where offenders purport to be from the Internal Revenue Service.
It is important to remember that the IRS will never send you an email
or call you on the phone to request personal financial information.
Nor will the IRS call and threaten you with imprisonment if you don’t
pay taxes immediately.
Please also stay vigilant when it comes to the security of your
vehicles. Auto burglary prevention continues to be a priority for
officers assigned to the night shift. If you have vehicles parked in
your driveway, please remove any valuables, keys/fob, and lock
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your vehicle. Illuminate the outside of your home and keep the
overhead garage door closed. If you see or hear anything suspicious,
call 911 immediately. Do not wait until the morning to call the police.
Lastly, as the weather warms up and more people are walking,
jogging, and biking, please be attentive while driving. While we
are often anxious to get from one place to another quickly, the
importance of yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks and stopping
at stop signs can’t be overstated. Refrain from texting while driving,
and ensure that you and your passengers wear a properly adjusted
seat belt.

VILLAGE OF WINNETKA SPRING 2019
A Village of Tree-Lined Streets...
25 YEARS AS

Spring Tree Planting Request Deadline
April 15

Celebrate Arbor Day
April 26

Each year the Village plants over 200 trees in parkway
areas throughout Winnetka. Trees are vital to Winnetka’s
aesthetics and provide important benefits like cleaning
the air and reducing pollutants. Studies show that urban
vegetation slows heartbeats, lowers blood pressure, and
relaxes brain wave patterns. The Village is taking requests for
spring parkway tree planting. Over 30-different tree species
are available for residents to select from. Trees measuring
2-3 inches trunk diameter size are planted at no cost for
residents provided ample planting space is available.

Arbor Day was first celebrated in 1872 in
Nebraska as a way to increase the planting of
trees. Today Arbor Day is celebrated in many
countries around the world and helps raise
awareness of the social, ecological and economic
benefits trees provide.

For a listing and
description of trees
available from the
Village, please call the
Assistant Village Forester
at 847-716-3289 or email
alueck@winnetka.org
for more information or
any questions.

The Village of Winnetka invites residents to participate in Arbor Day the
week of April 22-26th with tree awareness programs. Village forestry staff
will provide a public seminar on native tree species and new information
on the Village public tree
inventory. Details on time
and location will be posted
on the Village website:
VillageofWinnetka.org.
Tree seedlings and a limited
supply of larger containergrown trees will be available
free to residents. If you have any
questions or need an inspection
of your own trees, please call
the Village forestry staff at 847716-3535 or 847-716-3289.

Plant a tree
today for
a greener
tomorrow!
Test Backflow Assemblies Before Starting Lawn Sprinkler Systems
State Statute and the Village Code require backflow
prevention assemblies on all in-ground lawn sprinkler
systems; and the system must be tested annually. Backflow
devices protect the public water supply in the event
of a reversal of the flow of water from irrigation lines.
Lawn chemicals and other materials can seep into lawn
sprinkler lines through sprinkler heads and other openings
– potentially contaminating water in the irrigation lines.
Without a properly operating backflow prevention assembly
in place, the water could be siphoned into your home and
the public water supply.
Since many backflow prevention assemblies are located
outdoors, they are susceptible to freezing and bursting over
the winter. Therefore, the backflow prevention assembly
needs to be tested each year when starting up a lawn
irrigation system. The tester should forward the results to the
Village’s Water & Electric Department by Fax: 847-716-3599
or email: ebraun@winnetka.org. The Village appreciates
your cooperation. Please direct any questions to the Water &
Electric Department’s non-emergency line at 847-716-3558.

Winnetka is required to observe Illinois Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR) lawn sprinkling restrictions, which go into effect on May 15 each year.
Sprinkling is prohibited between the hours of 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM, and
lawn sprinkling is not allowed on consecutive days. The restricted sprinkling
hours are effective until September 15.

Sprinkler Restrictions Start May 15
No Sprinkling Permitted on
Consecutive Days
or Between 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Special approval to water during prohibited hours may be requested for
special cases such as newly seeded or sodded areas and for the annual
activation/repair of sprinkler systems. To request the special approval, or if
you have questions, call 847-716-3558, or email: gmclean@winnetka.org.
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Save the Dates 2019

Stay Connected

SESQUICENTENNIAL EVENTS

Sign up for Village Communications to stay current with
all of the exciting business developments in the Village at
villageofwinnetka.org.

Founder’s Day Event

March 10

Well Connected: Chicago &
Winnetka Architects

April 9

Chamber Luncheon

April 10

Winnetka Trolley Tours

May 18 & 19

Like us on Facebook at: facebook.com/winnetka.il
Follow us on Twitter: @WinnetkaIL
Follow us on Instagram: @VillageofWinnetka

HWDD First Friday

April 5

First Farmer’s Market

June 1

Winnetka Music Fest

June 21-22

Art in the Village

June 22-23

Village Telephone Numbers
Police/Fire/Paramedics Emergency
Police (Non-Emergency)
Fire (Non-Emergency)
Electric or Water Outages
Refuse and Recycling Collection
Manager/Finance Department
Public Works Department
Utility Department
Utility Billing Services
Community Development Department

villageofwinnetka.org

911
847-501-6034
847-501-6029
847-501-2531
847-716-3568
847-501-6000
847-716-3568
847-716-3558
847-446-9550
847-716-3576

Village Council Meetings
Meetings start at 7 PM at Village Hall, 510 Green Bay Road
Agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org
“Meetings & Agendas” or at the Winnetka Library Reference
Desk and Village Hall Manager’s Office.
Webcasts of the meetings are available the following morning
at villageofwinnetka.org “Watch Council Meetings Online”
Winnetka Village Council
Village President
Christopher Rintz

847-441-5718

Village Trustees
Andrew Cripe
Robert Dearborn
Penfield Lanphier
Scott Myers
John Swierk
Anne Wedner

847-441-8055
847-446-2961
847-441-8995
847-446-6560
847-446-6460
847-845-6416

